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GAY  LIBERATION  JOURNAL 


Ferron:    lesbian,  singer,  butterfly 


Andrew  Hodges:    tribe  talk 


The  baths:    polite  police  and  bawdy  politics 


Getting  on 


NEWS  FEATURE 


Rights  of  access 

Cable,  FM  and  the  dailies: 

One  foot  in  the  door,  two  doors  in  the  face. 


In  August,  Q107,  Toronto's  new  "FM 
Album  Rock "  radio  slaiion  re  I  used  a 
series  ol  ads  from  The  Body  Politic  only 
|   a  lew  days  before  Ifiey  weredue  lobe 
|  aired.  Space  bad  been  reserved  tor 
weeks.  Bui  the  ads,  OlO?  said,  were  not 
in  iheir  besi  interest  "at  the  present 

In  early  September,  G'obe  and  Ma/i 
publisher  Brigadier  Richard  Malone 
"prelerred  not  to  publish"  a  quarter 
page  display  ad  pul  logether  by 
Glad  Day  Books  and  seven  publishers  to 
promole  new  gay  titles.  Again,  the 
space  had  been  reserved  without 
problem  long  before. 

In  mid-September,  Richard  Short, 
president  ot  Toronto's  Rogers  Cable  TV 
pulled  the  plug  on  "Gay  News  and 
Views,"  deciding  thai  Rogers  would  not 
air  the  show  being  produced  by  the  Gay 
TV  Cotleclive  al  the  Maclean-Hunter 
community  cable  studio.  There  had 
been  complamis  aller  the  first  showing, 
Mr  Short  said.  No,  he  did  not  know  how 
many  No,  Mr  Short  had  not  seen  Ihe 
program 

The  pattern  is  the  same,  The 
advertising  people,  the  programmers, 
ihe  book-page  people  have  no 
objection,  bul  "management''  doesn't 
like  It  personally,  and  they  don'l  like  II 
on  behalf  ol  Ihe  "general  public"  who 
"are  not  ready  " 

At  this  point,  protests  over  the  0107 
decision  and  Ihe  Globe  ad  relusal  have 
still  nol  changed  Ihe  decisions,  bul 
pressure  on  Rogers  finally  worked. 

I  Aller  Ihree  weeks  Rogers  "re-evaiu- 

|  aled"  its  posttion  and  "Gay  News  and 

I  Views"  is  back  on  Ihe  air  lor  its  200,000 

I  subscribers, 

"Gay  News  and  Views"  Is  a  part  ot 
cable  TV  community  access  program- 
ming. In  return  lor  their 
lucrative  monopolies  on  cable  lines, 
cable  TV  companies  are  obliged  to  give 
up  one  channel  to  community  groups 
that  wani  to  put  on  programs  and  lo 
help  them  wilh  equipment,  training  and 
sludio  space.  Last  June  Maclean- 
Hunter  look  up  Ihe  Gay  TV  Collective's 
request  to  produce  a  series  for  gay 
people  in  Toronto  The  olher  local  cable 
companies  agreed  lo  carry  it  on  their 
systems.  Ironically  enough,  Rogers 
itself  is  helping  to  produce  another  gay 
program  scheduled  to  appear  next 
January.  The  production  of  Ihis  show 
was  halted  briefly  when  Short's 
directive  came  down  but  il  is  now  going 

■  ahead  again. 

The  first  program  was  shown  by 

I  Maclean-Hunler  on  Monday,  September 

I   19.  The  collective  got  a  good  deal  ol 
press  attention,  mostly  supportive.  All 
three  companies  ran  the  show  the  nexl 
day  and  Rogers  again  on  Wednesday. 
Rogers  received  fewer  than  twenty  calls 
about  it  Rosalie  Gowers,  a  CRTC 

!  Commissioner,  happened  to  be  in  town 

'   and  caught  a  taping  ol  ihe  lirst  program. 

!  She  fell  thai  it  fit  the  CRTC  policy 
perfeclly  and  was  what  "community 
programming"  was  all  about.  The 
programs  are  good,  according  to  John 
Haines,  Programming  Director  lor 
Maclean-Hunter,  "The  gays  are  about 
the  most  organized  and  creative  group 
to  use  Ihe  facility  in  a  long  time." 
But  on  Thursday  the  axe  lell.  Without 

,   giving  any  reason  Rogers  management 
wen!  back  on  their  agreement  and 
withdrew  the  use  ol  "their"  cable. 
It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  CRTC  to 

i    make  Ihe  cable  companies  live  up  to 
their  obligation  to  provide  community 
programming.  The  Gay  TV  Collective 
and  the  group  working  on  the  other 
show  at  Rogers  called  Otiawa  and  sent 
written  protests  Toronto  bars  were 
leafleited    Gay  People  Censored!  Will 
You  Stand  For  II?"  asked  the  (Iyer.  The 
companies  began  lo  receive  calls  ten  lo 
one  in  lavour  of  the  program. 

November 


II  was  time  for  Rogers  managi 
to  Ihink  up  some  betler  reasons  lor  the 
cancellation  than  MrShort's  "personal 
leelings  "  They  began  to  argue  that  the 
show  wasn't  theirs.  The  CRTC 
discourages  cable  companies  from 
filling  the  community  channel  with  Ihe 
programs  ol  other  stations  rather  than 
producing  their  own  Then  Ihey  pointed 
oul  (hat  they  were  already  working  with 
a  gay  group;  and  they  were  concerned 
aboul  "balance," 

The  attempt  lo  play  o!f  one  gay  TV 
show  against  the  other  was  a 
iransparent  ploy  The  two  shows  have 
been  conceived  in  radically  different 
ways.  "Gay  News  and  Views"  is 
designed  lo  serve  gay  people,  lo  provide 
information  and  discussion  lhat  will 
help  gays  be  aware  of  what's  going  on  in 
their  community  and  of  the  ways  they 
might  become  involved  in  It.  The 
program  being  produced  at  Rogers  is 
directed  at  a  larger  audience.  The  group 
hopes  to  present  a  view  of  what  it's  like 
to  be  gay  in  straight  society  lor  the 
benefit  of  a  straight  audience  as  well  as 
a  gay  one. 

Apparently  Rogers,  whose  license  is 
up  for  renewal  in  January,  did  not  think 
they  could  convince  the  CRTC  thai  their 
action  had  been  in  line  with  the 
Commission's  policy  on  community 
programming.  They  also  found  lhat  Ihey 
had  a  real  fight  on  Iheir  hands.  Letters, 
phone  calls,  the  threat  of  court  action, 
and  pressure  on  the  CRTC  showed  that 
gay  people  were  not  going  to  roll  over 
and  play  dead  Without  explanation 
Rogers  withdrew  their  objection.  The 
gay  community  chalked  upavery  - 
important  victory  But  it  is  not  a 
complete  victory  yet. 

One  problem  is  that  Rogers'  sudden 
and  unexplained  change  ol  heart  leaves 
Ihe  arbitrariness  of  their  actions 
unchallenged.  Gay  groups  wanted  lo 
know  how  far  Ihe  CRTC  regulations  in 
fact  prolecl  their  rights  ol  access  to 
cable  TV.  "This  was  an  experiment  to 
see  it  the  owners  dictate  these  things," 
said  one  spokesperson  for  the  gays 
working  with  Rogers.  Rogers 
management  retreated  before  any 
action  by  the  CRTC  or  in  the  courts  was 
necessary  The  people  pultmg  oul  gay 
TV  programs  still  don't  know  jusl  where 
they  are  and  whether  hours  of  effort 
migni  suddenly  come  to  nothing  if  one 
ot  the  cable  companies  makes  another 
aboul  lace. 

Another  effect  ot  the  Rogers  baltle  is 
an  altempi  by  Maclean-Hunter  to 
establish  a   code"  to  govern    Gay  News 


and  Views."  Such  codes  are  not  used 
lor  other  community  programs.  As  Bill 
Craig  of  the  CRTC  says,  the  CRTC 
regulations  and  policy  "should  be  all  the 
code  they  need." 

The  idea  of  a  code  specifically  to 
regulate  gay  programming  originated  in 
Ottawa,  where  Gays  of  Ottawa  (GO)  is 
producing  a  program  on  Skyline  Cable. 

Gays  of  Ottawa  has  already  done  Iwo 
shows,  both  of  which  were  broadcast 
by  the  two  Ottawa  cablevision 
companies.  It  has  also  done  two  shows 
in  French  on  the  cablevision  channel  in 
Hull  and  has  shows  one  of  ihe  English 
programs  on  that  channel.  All  showings 
have  been  between  the  hours  of  8  and 
10  pm. 

Although  there  appears  to  be  no 
move  pending  to  censor  or  cancel  the 
programs,  management  of  Ihe 
cablevision  companies  is  known  to  be  a 
little  nervous  about  public  reaction. 
When  GO  suggested  il  mighi  change 
Ihe  title  ol  its  English  show  from  "Out 
of  the  Closets"  to  something  with  the 
word  "gay"  in  the  title.  Ihe  companies 
said  this  might  nol  be  a  good  idea  "in 
view  of  what  happened  over  Ihe 
summer,"  a  reference  lo  theanli-gay 
backlash  lhat  (ol lowed  the  Florida 
referendum,  the  Onlario  Human  Rights 
Code  recommendation  and  the  Toronto 
murder 

Apart  from  the  usual  CRTC 
regulations  which  (orbid  the  mention  ol 
"commercial  establishment"  or 
appeals  tor  money,  Skyline  Cable 
insists  that  the  show  be  directed  at  a 
general  audience  and  not  just  at  gay 
people,  that  there  be  no 
"propagandizing"  and  no  attempt  to 
"recruit"  tor  gay  organizations  —  Ihe 
programs  must  be  "educational  and 


ON  THE  AIR  AGAIN:  Gay  TV  Collective  puis 
together  another  show  In  Ihe  McLean-Hunter 
studios.  Clockwise  Irom  lop  let  I:  technicians 
Paul  About)  and  Kim  Krause  with  oncamara 
hosts  Gordon  Monlador  and  Heather 
Ham  «ay. _^__^__ 

inlormative."  —  and  that  to  "add 
credibility"  al  least  one  person  "not 
Identified  with  the  gay  community" 
must  be  on  each  show. 

Skyline  programmers  argued  that 
these  restrictions  are  necessary 
"because  management  had  lo  be 
convinced."  One  programmer  told  TBP 
that  the  programs  could  "not  give  ihe 
gay  lifestyle  any  undue  enhancement." 
The  show  "couldn't  be  on  location  for  a 
gay  dance  for  example.  Thai  would  lead 
to  a  reaction,"  he  said. 

David  Garmaise  of  Gays  of  Ottawa 
does  not  think  thai  these  guidelines  are 
a  problem.  "We  wanted  to  get  on  the 
air,"  he  told  TBP.  "and  we  wanted  the 
programs  io  be  subtle  We  think  we  can 
saywhalwewant  wilhin  the 

Toronlo  people  involved  in  gay  TV  are 
more  concerned.  Maclean-Hunter 
management  proposed  the  adoption  o' 
Skyline's  code  but  were  argued  out  ol 
some  of  Ihe  points  by  iheir 
programmers  working  with  the  Gay  TV 
Collective.  "Gay  News  and  Views"  is 
still  lo  be  aimed  at  a  gay  audience,  and 
there  Is  no  demand  for  non-gay 
participation  in  the  show  or  for  a  ban  on 
"propagandizing."  Nevertheless. 
Maclean-Hunter's  management  are  now 
insisting  that  the  tone  of  the  programs 
be  "informational  and  educative"  and 
that  "common  sense  and  good  taste 
prevail."  Any  "controversial  or  unusual      I 
I   material"  has  to  be  prescreened  and 
can't  be  run  before  10  In  ihe  evening. 

There  is  widespread  feeling  that  the 
codes  not  only  single  out  gays  among 
communily  groups  looking  for  TV 
access,  but  lhat  (hey  also  run  counter  to 
CRTC  policy  Thai  policy  states  that 
"the  most  signiflcani  fad  which  sets 
the  content  ol  community  programs 
apart  is  Us  ability  to  turn  the  passive 
i  viewer  ol  TV  mloanaclive  participant" 
I  and  that  it  should  provide  the  "widest 
1   possibility  lor  self  expression."  Bill 
Craig  summed  up  Ihe  character  of 
1   community  programming  as  "input 

■  oriented,  nol  output  orienied." 

1       Local  activists  argue  that  a  set 

■  of  guidelines  calling  for  no  "propagandi- 
zing" and  no  "recruiting"  and  Insist- 

I  ing  that  shows  be  "educative  and 
I   informative"  denies  gay  people  the 

opportunity  to  use  TV  in  a  way  that  is 
!   in  lad  "output  oriented" 
',       While  real  progress  is  being  made  on 

Ihe  community  programming  system 

the  battle  is  yet  to  be  won  lor  access  to 
'  the  advertising  space  of  ihe  Globe  and 
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EDITORIAL/LETTERS 


On  our  terms 


To  be  gay  is  to  be  more  than  a  "consenting  adult  m  pr  ivaie  " 
To  b«  gay  is  to  be  part  ol  a  community  —  a  community  trying  to  establish  and 

P'eserve  itself 

In  some  ways,  we  are  a  fragile  community  st'll  In  urban  centres  particularly,  we 
grow   and  strengthen  as  we  gam  access  lo  mass  media  —  as  we  speak  tor  our- 
selves on  radio,  TV.  as  we  tell  our  own  story  through  mass  circulation  newspapers 
and  magazines 

II  is  a  strength  you  can  see.  You  can  see  it  in  the  number  ot  calls  that  come  in  lo 
every  gay  organization  in  lownatler  each  program.  You  can  see  it  in  the  number  ol 
new  faces  lhal  turn  up  at  meetings  ol  local  gay  organizations.  Recruits. 

It  isaslrengih  they  sense  —  Ihe  men  who  control  access  lo  the  media.  And  it 
they  sense  ihings  are  going  loo  far  —  as  Rogers  Cable  did  —  Ihey  pull  the  plug. 
The  show  gel s  cancelled  The  phone  calls  stop,  those  phone  calls  from  gay  people 
who  may  have  learned  lor  the  firsl  lime  of  Ihe  existence  of  Ihe  gay  community  We 
take  a  stumbling  slep  backwards  towards  invisibility 

It  is  a  tribute  lo  the  organizing  el  forts  of  the  gay  movement  that  It  was  able  lo  tie* 
enough  muscle  to  gel  Rogers  lo  reverse  its  decision  There  were  phone  calls, 
letters.  There  was  Ihe  ihreai  lo  bring  me  whole  mailer  before  Ihe  CRTC   And 
Rogers  put  "Gay  News  and  Views"  back  on  ihe  air 

The  job  Isn't  over  yel  The  cable  companies  insist  on  placing  certain  "restrict. ions' 
upon  theconlenland  timing  ot  these  shows  —  restriclions  lhal  no  olher  group 
wilh  access  to  TV  has  lo  endure.  Like  having  to  gel  al  least  one  slraight  person  on 
each  show  for  "balance."  Like  having  your  show  bumped  oul  of  the  "family  viewing 
period"  lo  a  later  lime  slot  Like  having  everything  pre-screened  by  management 
wilh  an  eye  for  ihe  "olfensive." 

No  other  community  gels  lhat  kindol  trealment,  and  our  community  mustn't 
take  il.  There  has  been  an  understandable  tendency  among  our  gay  media  people  to 
accommodate  these  restriclions  lo  some  extent  —  it  may  mean  Ihe  dilference 
between  continued  invisibility  and  gelling  on  Ihe  air  in  some  form. 

Bui  if  must  bean  accommodallon  thai  is  temporary  Wemusl  lighl  (or  the  limestol 
we  wanl  (and  il  may  well  be  Ihe  'family  hour"),  we  musl  insist  upon  the  lact  that  only 
homosexuals  can  speak  knowledgeably  about  homosexuality;  we  must  insist  there 
is  nothing 'offensive' about  —  lor  example  —  casual  instances  ot  same-sex 
allection. 

When  we  reach  out  to  our  community,  it  must  be  on  our  lerms.  wilh  our  message 
Nol  theirs. 


The  only  sure  sign 


In  Ihe  last  issue  ol  The  Body  Pontic,  a  lead  article  expressed  grave  reservalions 
about  the  way  Ihe  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien  was  exercising  ils  mandate 
lo  reinstate  Damien.  and  lo  press  lor  sexual  orienfalion  in  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code 

In  particular,  ihe  article  quesiioned  the  leadership  of  commit  lee  chairperson 
Terry  Phillips,  and  whether  Ihe  emphasis  on  "human  rights"  las  opposed  to  gay 
rights)  was  appropriate. 

Partly  as  a  result  ol  the  article,  Terry  Phillips  has  resigned  as  chairperson  and 
withdrawn  from  Ihe  committee. 

II  would  be  tempting  to  see  this  as  a  triumph  lor  The  Body  Politic  and  ils  vision  ol 
how  Damlen's  delence  should  be  conducted  We  were  right.  Told  you  so, 

Wrong.  For  one  thing,  it  is  always  tragic  lo  lose  energies  And  there  was  never 
any  question  lhal  Phillips  worked  tirelessly  lor  the  reinstatement  ol  John  Damien, 

For  another,  there  isnolriumph  until  Damien  has  won  his  case  And  lhat  very 
much  depends  upon  Ihe  direction  laken  by  Ihe  commillee  under  ils  interim  chair- 
person, Michael  Lynch. 

There  are  good  signs.  The  long  hoped-for  constitution  has  linally  been  debated 
and  ratified.  There  are  plans  lo  broaden  the  base  ol  Ihe  commit  tee  and  involve  a 
greater  cross-section  ot  Ihe  community 

Signs.  And  yes,  signs  which  indicate  Ihe  committee  is  moving  in  Ihe  right 
direction,  But  Ihe  linal  prool  ol  Ihe  committee's  real  elf  ecu  veness  will  be  known  as 
Ihe  public  gains  a  wider  knowledge  of  Ihe  whole  scandal;  as  Ihe  money  pours  in  lor 
Damien's  court  case,  as  gay  people,  slraight  people  mobilize  lor  Ihe  defence. 

Victory  is  the  only  sure  sign 


Letters 


Anger  off  base 

The  anger  expressed  last  month  in  your 
letters  column  by  Douglas  Gardner  and 
John  Wilson  over  your  skimpy  coverage 
ol  Ihe  demonstrations  staged  this 
summer  in  Toronto  by  Ihe  Coalition  to 
Slop  Anita  Bryant  was,  in  my  opinion, 
mostly  justified. 

However,  il  was  unwise  of  them  in 
Iheir  righteous  wrath  lo  further  critcize 
you  for  publishing  an  article  about  a  gay 
mens  baseball  league,  as  il  lhat 
constituted  conclusive  proof  of  your 
political  and  journalistic  turpitude.  In 
doing  so,  Gardner  and  Wilson  gave  the 
impression  —  false.  I  am  sure  —  that 
Ihey  consider  the  baseball  league  less 
worthy  of  our  attention  than  their  own 
Coalition. 

Political  organization,  ol  course,  is 
Ihe  most  effective  way  in  Ihe  long  run  to 
protect  the  welfare  of  a  community  sur- 
rounded by  a  hostile  world.  Butit  is 
wrong  lo  conclude  from  this  simple 
iruth  lhat  purely  social  undertakings  in 
the  same  community  deserve  only  lo  be 
slighted  and  belittled 

Whether  political  or  social,  lormal  or 
informal,  voluntary  associations  ol  gay 
people  reflect  healthy  lies  which 
strengthen  Ihe  gay  community  and 
losler  the  well-being  ol  Its  members. 
Such  groups  and  organizations  should 
be  encouraged  by  Ihe  community- 
minded,  including  gay  activists. 

2/ Body  Politic 


The  men  who  have  lormed  this  gay 
baseball  league  deserve  our  praise,  as 
does  The  Body  Politic  for  bringing  them 
lo  our  attention. 


Wages  Due 

As  a  lesbian  who  attended  the  Gay  Con- 
ference in  Saskatoon,  I  want  to  respond 
to  Paul  Trollopes  objection  to  the  50% 
lesbian  control  resolution,  and  Chris 
Bearchell's  attack  on  the  Wages  Due 
Lesbians. 

That  Paul  Trollope  considers  a 
resolution  requiring  50%  control  by 
lesbians  of  NGRC  to  be  "disruptive  and 
divisive"  indicates  his  reluctance  to 
fight  Ihe  sexism  which  has  alienated 
many  women  from  NGRC.  That  many 
lesbians  want  and  are  building  an  auto- 
nomous lesbian  movement  does  not 
remove  Ihe  necessity  for  NGRC  lo  rec- 
ognize and  support  the  needs  of  women 
within  their  organizations. 

I  supported  the  motion  with  the 
majonly  ol  the  conference  because  I 
believe  that  without  the  opportunity  for 
50%  control,  lesbians  will  leave  NGRC 
in  increasing  numbers. 

I  had  never  met  women  from  Wages 
lor  Housework  before  Ihe  conference. 
However,  my  impressions  of  their  role 
(here  differs  strikingly  from  those  ol 
Chris  Bearchell 

I  saw  many  women  being  drawn  to 


Ihe  argument  put  forth  by  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  and  saw  Bearchell  disrupting, 
interrupting  and  proclaiming  the 
incorrectness  of  their  ideas  without 
substituting  what  she  believed  were  the 
correct  ones 

I  was  glad  Ihe  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
were  al  the  conference,  and  I  felt  that 
many  other  women  ihere  also 
apprecialed  them  They  were  instru- 
mental in  all  the  resolutions  lhat 
strengthened  the  power  of  women  in 

I   NGRC. 

|       Women  are  organizing  as  a  peasant 
class,  and  Bearchell  will  have  lodo 
some  homework  to  llnd  out  where  this 
uprising  fits  Into  her  ideology. 

,    Dianne  Tybume 

i   Ontario 


We  are  confused  by  Paul  Trollope's 
attack  on  lesbians  and  Wages  Due. 
Hopefully  he  does  not  expect  us  to  be- 
lieve lhal  Ihe  increased  "power  which 
gay  women  have  established  in  Ihe  gay 
movement  in  the  past  year"  has 
resulted  from  the  generosity  ol  gay  men. 

As  straight  male  workers  we  know 
that  whal  power  we  have  has  come  from 
our  struggle  We  are  sure  the  same  is 
true  tor  gay  men  And  when  we  read  that 
a  lesbian  is  Ihe  keynote  speaker  and 
thai  lesbians  led  the  march  through  the 
streets,  we  know  it  was  because  they 
loughl  (or  it. 
-  Perhaps,  however,  Paul  Trollope 
would  prefer  lesbians  to  have  less 
power.  Certainly  his  comments  on  les- 
bian representation  suggest  that  he 
only  wants  women  in  be  in  the  NGRC  on 
his  terms.  In  fact,  by  equaling  autonomy 
with  separatism  —  it  they  want  to 
organize  autonomously,  then  Ihey 
shouldn't  want  50%  of  the  voting  rep- 
resentation —  he  is  cutting  himself  off 
from  a  crucial  source  of  power. 
Peter  Taylor 
Steve  Olluskl 
Toronto 

Bearchell  &  Trollope  reply 

The   Dykes"  column  in  the  September 
Body  Politic  consisted  ol  an 
explanation  ol  my  personal  anger  and 
disappointment  with  Ihe  behaviour  of 
Wages  Due  Lesbians  at  the  National 
Gay  Rights  conlerence  in  Saskatoon 
this  past  summer,  and  an  explanation  of 
why  I  disagree  wilh  their  perspective  for 
organizing  women  in  general  and 
lesbians  in  particular.  One  point  I  tried 
lo  make  in  Ihe  column  and  one  which 
seems  lo  have  been  lost  on  Ms  Tyburne 
is  thai,  while  I  disagree  wilh  both  their 
analysis  and  Ihe  way  Wages  Due  inter- 
vened in  Ihe  conference  —  these  are  in 
tact  two  different  issues, 

Al  Ihe  conference  itself,  I  was  critical 
ol  the  way  Wages  Due  Lesbians  were 
intervening.  They  are  welcome  lo  their 
analysis,  bul  they  shouldn't  have  tried 
lo  cram  if  down  everyone's  throat 
regardless  of  whal  workshop  or  agenda 
item  was  being  discussed. 

Ms  Tyburne  is  correct  in  stating  that  I 
did  not  counler-pose  my  own  analysis  to 
theirs  at  every  opportunity.  I  am  nol  pre- 
pared tobeasobstruclionistas  they 
are.  She  is  wrong  if  she  thinks  this  was 
because  I  thought  ihe  women  present 
were  too  ignorant  to  grasp  il.  I  was  nol 
there  to  spout  analysis.  Nor  was  I  there 
lo  listen  toWages  Due  spout  analysis.  I 
was  there  to  share  with  other  gay 
women  the  experiences  and  needs  of 
our  different  communities  and  to  dis- 
cuss our  participation  in  NGRC 

Tyburne  then  contradicts  herself  with 
the  complaint  lhal  I  "proclaimed  the 
incorrectness"  of  Wages  Due  and  that  I 
made  'claims  lo  Ihe  righi  line."  I  said 


Our  Mistake 

Two  lines  were  unfortunately  omitted 
from  the  article  "Delendtng  Damien" 
by  Michael  Lynch  in  TBP  no.  37.  The 
sentence  in  column  two  on  page  11 
should  have  read:  "There,  Ihey 
learned  that  n  would  be  an  organiza- 
tion that  will  help  protect  Ihe  basic 
civil  rights  of  any  person  discrimin- 
ated against  on  the  grounds  ot  race, 
religion,  age.  language  or  sexual 
orientation." 


I  hen.  and  I  say  now  —  Wages  Due  was 
wasting  our  time  trying  to  get 
agreement  on  their,  or  any  one's, 
ideology.  We  would  have  been  much 
lurther  ahead  if  we  could  have  decided 
lo  work  on  one  or  more  common 
campaigns;  decided  to  gel  more 
lesbians  involved  in  NGRC  discussed 
how  to  do  that  or  how  lo  build  our  own, 
autonomous  movement 

Tybutne  may  have  seen  Wages  Oue 
as  a  "contagious  sirategy  that  is 
gripping  more  and  more  women."  wilh 
"many  women  being  drawn  to  the 
arguments  put  lorth  by  Wages  Due 
Lesbians."  That  would  be  sad  enough  in 
itself,  but  whal  /  saw  was  sadder  still  — 
a  majority  ot  the  women  at  the  con- 
ference absent  Irommost  of  the  lesbian 
workshops  because  they  were  nol 
interested  in  yet  another  rehash  ol 
Wages  Dues  "gripping"  sirategy. 

While  I  didn'  I  want  to  waste  more  of 
the  conference  participant'  time  in 
Saskatoon.  I  fell  it  was  necessary  (as 
much  as  I  do  not  wanl  lo  seem  divisive 
and  antagonistic)  lo  state  as  a  lemmist 
why  ihe  Wages  Oue  analysis  is  nol  only 
not  teminisi,  but  anli-leminisl  I  tried  to 
do  lhal  in  the  "Dykes"  column  ol  the 
September  TBP 

II  Tyburne  ihinks  my  perspective  is  in- 
correct, it  was  laid  righl  oul  in  print  lor 
her  to  disagree  with  lo  her  heart's 
content.  Instead  ol  attacking  these 
ideas,  as  I  tried  lo  do  with  Wages  Due. 
she  makes  Ihe  classic  mistake  of 
attacking  the  writer  personally  That  is 
not  a  convincing  way  lo  argue 
Chris  Bearchell 
Toronto 

I'm  sorry  that  readers  Oltuskl,  Taylor  and 
Tyburne  misinterpreted  my  conlerence 
analysis  as  having  taken  a  position 
against  the  50%  lesbian  control 
resolution  Before  Ihe  story  was  rather 
drastically  cut  (for  space  reasons)  il 
contained  the  statement  that  I  had 
strongly  supported  the  resolution  as  a 
correct  and  very  important  one. 
Untorlunalely  this  was  deleted  in  the 
published  version,  while  the  statement 
lhat  I  lell  Ihe  manner  and  liming  ol  the 
resolution  was  disruptive  was  left  in, 
pulling  (he  issue  somewhal  out  of 
context. 

Whal  I  was  objecting  lo  was.  as  Ihe 
analysis  sialed,  "ihe  introduction  al  Ihe 
last  minute  ol  such  a  controversial 
motion  on  a  major  matter  ot  structure 
and  policy"  —  nol  Ihe  issue  of  50% 
lesbian  control.  It  is  unlortunafe  that  the 
motion  was  presented  in  isolation  from 
all  the  debate  al  the  conlerence  about 
the  structure  and  luture  direction  of  the 
gay  movement,  and  that  those  who 
wanted  to  reslruclure  NGRC  did  nol  so 
argue  during  the  workshops  on  the 
subject. 

Bul  I  spoke  strongly  inlavourot  the 
motion  at  Ihe  conference  and, 
obviously,  fully  support  it.  II  is 
important  for  us  now  to  work  out  what 
this  new  structure  will  be  and  lo  find  the 
best  way  ol  implementing  it. 


Friends  of  Wolf  bite  back 

We  just  read  your  review  of  R.  Bellusci's 
A  Wolt  In  the  Fo/tfand  we  cant  help 
commenling  on  Ian  Young's  hatchet  job. 

We  have  stocked  ihe  book  and  sold 
numerous  copies  of  il  and  we  haven't 
had  the  reaction  Mr.  Young  had.  Our 
cuslpmers  found  the  book  to  be  very 
sensitive.  Perhaps  that  is  a  quality  Mr. 

I  Young  lacks. 
Mike  &  Rose  Danchlk 

1  Sunland,  California 

Fag-spotter  replies 
i  Bruce  Russell's  letter  (in  Ihe  October 

issue)  criticizing  my  "Fag-spoiler's 
,  Guide  to  Eisenstem"  admits  to  agreeing 
I  with  ihe  general  thrust  of  Ihe  article, 
I  that  is,  lhal  Eisenstein's  lilmsarean 
I  abundant  source  of  covert  gay  motifs. 

I  am  Iherelore  anxious  lo  clear  up  the 
i  serious  misreadings  ot  my  ideas  also 
!  contained  in  his  strangely  harsh  and 

!     Russell's  major  misconception  is  that 
I  am  Irving  to  pro^e  a  "case,"  thai  is, 
lhal  Eisenstem  was  gay,  using  the  turns 
as  evidence.  Nothing  could  have  been 
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farther  from  my  purpose  what  I  was 
Unfl  was  J  i-.ind  Dl  preliminary 
.    i  '.jiysis  of  these  turns,  not  a 
psycho-biographical  study  ot  their 
author  1  maintain  that  the  films  vivid 
record  ol  homoerotic  impulses  in 
tension  wilh  theollicial  themes  ot 
socialist  and  modernist  art  is  too 
pressing  in  its  contemporary  relevance 
to  be  ignored. 

My  specific  intent  in  the  article  was 
to  sketch  tour  or  five  areas  on  which  a 
textual  analysts  ot  the  dims  might 
locus. 

Russell  disagrees  with  only  one  of 
these  sketches,  so  I  assume  he  accepts 
the  others.  What  he  objects  to  is  my  ob- 
servation that  Eisensleirt's  women  are, 
with  one  vivid  exception,  visually  and 
dramatically  Hal 

He  first  claims  that  a   heterosexual" 
proposed  plot  summary  lor  the  never- 
limshed  Que  Viva  Mexico  has  some 
bearing  on  the  issue  It  doesn't,  ot 
course  My  point  was  precisely  that  gay 
filmmakers  have  always  survived  by 
submitting  'heterosexual"  proposals 
uust  tike  Russell's)  and  then  have  ex- 
pressed Iheir  erotic  interests  covertly  or 
unconsciously  within  those  hetero- 
sexual frameworks. 

Russell  then  introduces  a  still  ol  a 
softly  lit,  semi-nude  Mexican  woman 
from  the  unedited  footage  which 
allegedly  "destroys"  "almost  by  itself" 
my  point.  Aside  from  the  absurdity  of 
this  claim  [at  most  such  an  image  would 
add  a  minor  exception  to  my  already 
carefully  qualified  generalization),  it  is 
disingenuous  ol  Russell  not  to  point  out 
that  the  male  teet  clearly  visible  in  the 
lower  right  of  the  still  belong  to  an 
equally  bare  young  man  also  in  the 
hammock.  This  man  appears 
prominently  throughout  Ihe sequence 
and.  II  my  memory  serves  me  correctly, 
is  given  |usl  as  much  visual  weight  and 


considerably  more  erotic  energy  than 
the  woman  isolated  by  Russell  to  prove 
his  point  The  image  of  this  young  man, 
lolling  in  his  hammock  with  the  morning 
sun  streaking  across  his  taut,  luminous 
chest,  has  been  |ustly  celebrated  by  gay 
lilm-bufts  for  years. 

Russell  continues  with  Ihe  assertion 
that  "too  much  of  (my)  case"  rests  on 
this  pan  of  my  analysis  —  in  (act,  a 
seven-sentence  digression  which  fills 
about  one-ninth  of  the  total  column 
space  ol  my  lext.  This  is  a  wilful  distor- 

Rossell's  next  implied  accusation  is 
that  I  am  equating  homosexuality  w 


misogyny  This  is  again  pulling  i 
my  mouth,  but  an  additional  ! 

-■  might  be  useful 
all  reckless  to  posit  a  connection 
between  Eisenslein  s  incoherent  and 
otherwise  problematical  treatment  ol 
women,  and  an  artistic  sensibility 
struggling  against  conventional 
definitions  ot  sexual  rotes  and  identify- 
ing erotically  with  a  male  universe  |nor 
is  it  the  lirsl  or  last  time  that  a  gay  male 
artist  expresses  his  contradictory 
situation  with  straight  society  in  such  a 
way.) 

Russell  is  right  in  one  thing  how- 
ever —  that  October  is  a  lilm  which  be- 
longs many  treatment  ol  Eisenstein's 
gay  imagery.  He  is  wrong  though  in  say- 
ing I  overlooked  it:  I'm  surprised  that 
someone  as  familiar  with  Eisenslein  as 
he  would  not  recognize  the  October  slill 
of  the  bare  chested  student  victim  on 
page  16,  incorrectly  idenlilied  by  the 
editors  as  from  Potemkin. 

Russell  concludes  with  adig  at  my 
"(useless)  cultish  journalism  "  Of 
lournalism  I  plead  proudly  guilty.  In  my 
opinion,  the  "valid  and  necessary"  gay 
research  Russell  proposes  can  only  be 
undertaken  in  constant  dialogue  with  an 
unspecialized  gay  public,  e.g.  via 
lournalism  As  lor  "cultish,"  if  Russell 
feels  that  the  BP  collective  and  reader- 
ship comprise  a  cult,  I  am  no  less  proud 
of  the  privilege  ot  belonging  to  and 
addressing  thai  cult,  whose  standards 
and  interests  I  feel  I  have  accurately 
reflected  in  my  article. 
Thomas  Waugh 
Montreal 


Unrequited  lust 


You'll  probably  think  me  frivolous,  and 
this  letter  a  bit  ol  mindless  fluff,  but  I 
had  lo  write  because  I  so  enjoyed  your 
profile  on  Bill  Lewis  and  I'm  afraid  I  jusl 
fell  head  over  heels. 

I  can't  remember  when  I've  seen  a 
more  adorable  epitome  of  the  shy  and 
stubborn  male  gay  activist.  He's 
absolutely  the  quintessence  of  yum, 
and  what  a  shame  thai  someone  who  is 
part  teddy  bear,  part  satyr  spent  so 
many  years  lonely  and  virginal  in  Ihe 
closetl  I  wish  I  could  somehow  make  up 
to  him  all  Ihe  love  he  did  without,  and  I 
think  I  could  even  get  to  like  Winnipeg, 
and  even  if  he  did  lind  me  dumb,  I  could 
help  him  hold  placards  and  perhaps 
find  some  bugs  he'd  enjoy  looking  al. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  he  ever  let  me 
into  the  lab  I  probably  wouldn't  be  able 
to  keep  my  hands  off  him  for  a  minute 
because  he  looks  as  I'  he  should  be 
hugged  until  he  turns  blue  and  with  that 
and  all  the  endless  kissing  I'd  probably 
steam  up  his  microscope  which  would 
be  of  no  help  to  him  in  his  work. 

I  feel  awful  about  my  feelings 
because  I  know  it's  insulting  to  anyone 
to  be  thought  of  as  a  sex  object  but  it's 
bigger  than  me  and  besides,  you  printed 
the  pictures  and  it  would  be  less  up- 
setting it  your  next  epitome  is  equally 
smart  and  nice  but  considerably  less 
cute. 

On  the  other  hand,  Christmas  is 
coming,  and  if  you  decide  to  do  a 
centrefold,  I  for  one  would  be  pleased  to 
see  more  of  Bill  Lewis  and  know  that 
you  would  present  him  in  your  usual 
good  taste. 

Now  that  I've  spoken  Ihe  love  that 
dares  not  speak  its  name.  I  dare  not  give 
my  name  because  I'd  lose  my  job.  My 
boss  saw  fhe  issue  too  and  is  looking  at 
retirement  property  in  Winnipeg. 
Insane  with  Lust 
Vancouver 


Socialist  Perspective 

Stuart  Russell's  'review'  of  Ihe  pam- 
phlet Gay  Liberation  in  Canada  —  A 
Socialist  Perspective,  raises  a  number 
of  important  issues  worthy  ol  dis- 
cussion. Unfortunately,  instead  of  pro- 
moting clarity,  the  tone  and  exag- 
gerations of  the  article  do  a  disservice 
to  TBP  readers. 

We  are.  of  course,  discussing  history 
now;  as  the  League  for  Socialist  Action/ 
Ligue  Socialisle  Ouvriere  (whose  views 
Ihe  pamphlet  expressed)  no  longer 
exists  In  August  the  Revolutionary 
Marxist  Group.  Groupe  Marxisle 
Revolution nai re  and  the  LSA/LSO  fused 
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The  liberation  ol  homosexuals 
can  only  be  the  work 


Quentin  Crisp 

by  Rick  Bebout 


He's  a  68-year-old  effeminate  homosexual  whose  TV  biography. 
The  Naked  Civil  Servant,  made  him  "a  virgin."  And  something  of  a 
celebrity.  We  talk  to  the  man  who  was  "Haunting  it"  in  the 
thirties,  anon-militant  with  a  lust  for  power. 


The  words 

By  Keith  Maillard 


11 


Perron  sings,  to  understand  you  have  to  listen.  "A  lesbian,  a 
writer  and  a  buttertly. "  she  may  well  be  one  of  the  best  and  most 
important  songwriters  in  North  America 


Andrew  and  tribe 

by  Ed  Jackson 


23 


He's  just  half  of  Hodges  and  Hutter,  the  co-authors  of  With 
Downcast  Gays,  but  we  get  the  full  story  behind  the  book.  And  a 
hint  about  what  combines  computers,  secret  codes,  and 
homosexuality. 


In  the  news 


It's  on  again,  off  again,  on  again  in  the  great  gay  community  TV 
saga;  we  find  out  what  elections  In  Manitoba  might  mean  for 
gays;  Vancouver  GA  TE  goes  to  the  Supreme  Court;  and  a  whole 
new  section  of  International  News  Briefs.  Lots  more  tool 


In  the  reviews 


13 


The  E.M.  Forster  bio  —  a  fine  book  with  no  dirty  bits;  the  child 
custody  pamphlet  might  be  a  PR  job  for  Wages  for  Housework; 
Cole  Porter  and  Montgomery  Cltft  were  fruits;  and  As  You  Like  It 
at  Stratford  gels  close  to  how  we  like  it. 
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0107  TBP  llledacomplaml  v*'th  the 
CRTCagainstOWsaction  Thepaper 
claims  that  Ihe  reasons  given  for 

ie'usingtneadare"'nadec;uateand.  in 
Iminalory  and 
calls  on  the  Commission  to  lake  action, 
The  Commission  has  responded  lhat 
il  has  nopower  to  influence  Q107's 
decision  There  is  no  regulation  on  |he 
cooks  lhat  require  any  slalion  lo 

i  r  131  it  does  not  choose 
the)  say 

Glad  Day  Boofcs  is  organizing  a 
petition  among  Canadian  publishers 
and  is  calling  on  them  10  fight 
'censorship  on  the  book  page  of  the 
Globe  and  Mail. "  Gfooe  publisher 
Maloneis  refusing  to  answer  lellers  or 
make  any  commenl  There  appears  to 
be  no  way  to  allack  him  through  Ihe 
courts  and  he  is  responsible  to  no  one 
tor  the  decisions  he  makes,  however 
arbitrary  Glad  Day  has  approached  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  and 
TBP  is  preparing  a  letter  to  the    . 
Commission  The  Commission  cannot 
protect  gays  Irom  discrimination  under 
Ihe  present  legislation,  of  course,  and 
could  only  bring  informal  pressure  to 
bear,  assuming  that  it  cared  lo. 

"Historically,  gays  have  been 
prevented  from  speaking  lo  one  another 
and  reachiog  one  another,"  says 
Michael  Rlordon  of  Ihe  gay  TV  group 
working  with  Rogers  cable. 

The  struggle  to  break  down  these 
barriers  as  Ihey  exist  in  Canada's  media 
is  apparently  going  to  be  a  long  one.  D 


Gays  &  Manitoba 
nix  to  Schreyer 

On  Tuesday  October  1 1  voters  In 
Manitoba  ended  B  years  Ol  New 
Democratic  Party  rule.  The  NDP 
government  was  defeated  with  the 
victory  going  to  the  Progressive 
Conservative  Party. 

Most  important  election  issues  were 
declared  by  the  major  candidates  to  be 
"non-issues."  Gay  rights  was  such  a 

Despite  the  bigotry  of  the  Manitoba 
polilicians,  the  Manitoba  Gay  Coalition 
(MGC)  assigned  an  election  committee 
to  poll  candidates  on  their  attitudes  in 
three  areas,  amendment  lo  Ihe  Human 
Rights  Act  and  other  legislation  to 
protect  gay  people  from  discrimination, 
proiection  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
I  Irom  arbitrary  removal  of  children  from 
I  parents  solely  on  the  basis  o!  sexual 
|  orientation,  and  Ihe  extension  ol 
1  "spousal  rights"  lo  gay  couples. 

While  the  issue  ot  gay  rights  did  not 
j  receive  great  play  in  the  press,  a  number 
I  ot  outbursts  ot  homophobia  by 
candidates  did  make  the  Coalition 
I  newsworthy  in  Ihe  last  days  of  the 
I  campaign. 

'      In  Crescentwood  constiluency. 
Conservative  Warren  Steen,  an 
incumbent  member  of  legislature, 
responded  lo  a  question  regarding  Ihe 
,  Human  Rights  Act  and  gay  people  with 
I  "..  a  simple  no,  I'm  an  Anita  Bryant  fan" 
in  a  public  letter  I o  Conservative  leader 
Sterling  Lyon,  election  committee 
chairman  lor  the  MGC,  Walter  Davis. 
demanded  a  response  Irom  the  PCs  as 
to  (heir  party  position  on  gay  rights. 

"Our  understanding  ol  what  il  means 
tobe'anAnitaBryanl  fan,'  "Davis wrote 
lo  Lyon,  "is  not  solely  lobe  opposed  lo 
relormol  legislation  as  il  affects 
homosexuals  but  to  actively  campaign 
to  limit  the  civil  liberties  of  gay  people. 
1  Anita  Bryant  has  also  actively 
campaigned  against  equal  rights  for 
women." 

The  teller  received  coverage  in  the 
Winnipeg  Free  Press  and  inspired  a 
question  to  Lyon  on  CJOB  radion  to 
,  which  he  gave  a  non-committal  answer 
A  small  snowball  ettect  did  set  in 
alter  the  Steen  incident.  Premier 
Schreyer  was  conlronted  al  the 
University  ot  Manitoba  by  Jeremy  Bass 
I  ot  Gays  lor  Equality  The  NDP  leader 
heckled  Bass  when  he  asked  tor  a 

■  definite  stand  on  gay  rights.  Shreyer 
finally  said  he  would  not  be  "bullied"  to 

■  give  such  an  answer 

Schreyer.  in  fact,  became  a  bit 
4/Body  Politic 


hysterical  about  Ihe  issue  as  he  played 
to  a  small  macho  jock  group  *n  ihe 
audience    'I  beat  no  animosity  to  those 
who  may  be  in  lhat  condition,'  said 
Schreyer  The  homophobes  m  the 
audience  loved  it  But  Honest  Ed  went 
beyond  himself  "It  is  not  my 
impression  that  homosexuals  are 
oppressed     I  say  I've  got  more  impor- 
tant things  to  worry  j 

While  Schreyer  was  running  off  at  the 
mouth,  two  NDP  candidates  rushed  to 
assure  MGC  thai  they  supported  gay 
rights.  The  Mannoban,  the  university 
student  paper,  covered  the  exchange 
between  Bass  and  Schreyer  in  a  Irani 
page  article  alongside  a  pro-gay  speech 
by  Larry  Johnston.  Revolutionary 
Workers  League  (HWL)  candidate  in 
Osborne  The  Schreyer  commenlsalso 
made  headlines  in  the  Free  Press. 

In  the  linai  days  belore  the  election. 
MGC  hosted  a  one-hour  television 
program  on  Public  Access  TV  to 
interview  party  representatives  and 
report  on  the  result  of  Ihe  opinion 
survey.  The  PCs,  the  Socreds.and  the 
Communist  Party  all  declined  to 
participate  while  the  Liberals  were 
unable  lo  find  anyone  willing  to  appear 
Jill  Oliver,  NDP  candidate  in  River 
Heights,  and  Heather  Fletcher, 
speaking  on  behall  ot  Ihe  RWL, 
favourably  lielded  a  number  of 
questions  from  the  audience.  Chris 
Vogel.  host,  explained  Ihe  results  of 
MGC's  poll  in  a  "For"  and  "Against" 
list  In  the  list  of  againsts,  Ihe  election 
committee  urged  no  gay  votes  lor 
Steen.  Sidney  Green  (NDP),  Ian  Turnbuit 
(NDP),  Bob  Wilson  (PC),  and  Premier  Ed 
Schreyer,  among  others 

Two  Conservative  candidates  and  a 
number  of  NDPers  were  listed  as  "tor" 
gay  rights. 

Only  the  Revolutionary  Workers 
League  candidates  included  gay 
liberation  in  their  program  and  in  their 
campaign  material  A  speech  on  gay 
liberation  was  included  in  Ihe  RWL's 
election  rally, 

In  general,  the  Manitoba  election  gave 
gay  liberation  a  higher  profile  in  ihe 
province,  allowing  it  to  take  advantage 
ol  a  number  of  forums  for  debate. 
Furthermore.  Ihe  Manitoba  Gay 
Coalition  effectively  served  notice  that 
gay  people  will  not  be  ignored  or 
silenced  by  politicians 

by  Bill  Fields 
in  After  Stonewatt 


GATE  goes  to  the 
Supreme  Court 

The  Supreme  Court  ol  Canada  will 
decide  this  month  whether  to  hear  the 
appeal  of  the  Vancouver  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  (GATE)  against  Ihe 
recent  British  Columbia  Court  ot  Appeal 
decision  which  upheld  Ihe  fight  ol  Ihe 
Vancouver  Sun  to  refuse  an  ad  for 
GATE'S  newspaper  Gay  Tide  The 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  marks  the 
high  point  ol  GATE'S  three-year  battle 
with  the  Sun.  A  BC  Human  Rights 
Commission  board  ot  enquiry  ordered 
the  Sun  to  accept  Ihe  ad  alter  it  was 
first  refused,  and  a  Sun  appeal  to  the  BC 
Supreme  Court  was  dismissed.  The 
paper  then  took  Ihe  case  to  the  BC 
Court  of  Appeal  and  was  successful. 
That  court  said  a  policy  motivated  by 
honest  bias  was  reasonable. 

On  October  17,  Harry  Kopyto 
representing  GATE  will  try  to  persuade 
Ihe  Supreme  Court  ol  Canada  to  hear 
ihe  appeal  If  the  court  decides  the  case 
merits  judication,  the  appeal  will  likely 
be  heard  next  year. 

GATE  has  appeared  before  the  BC 
Court  ot  Appeal  to  seek  leave  to  have 
their  case  heard  by  Ihe  Supreme  Court. 
The  BC  Court  is  empowered  to  order  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  to  hear  Ihe 
appeal.  GATE  is  awaiting  word  on  the 
Appeal  Court's  decision. 

Gordon  Gibson,  Liberal  leader  in  the 
BC  legislature  is  also  urging  Ihe 
government  lo  challenge  Ihe  Appeals 
Court  decision  which,  according  lo 
Gibson,  is  being  used  as  a  precedent  by 
employers  to  discriminate  against 
physically  handicapped  persons. 

The  BC  Human  Rights  Commission 


has  voiced  support  tor  the  appeal 
though  il  has  done  so  without  ine 
support  ot  Ihe  Labour  Minister  The  BC 
Federation  of  Labour  and  the  Vancouver 
Status  of  Women  Group  have  also 
supported  GATE'S  efforts  lo  have  its 
case  ol  anti-gay  discnminalion 
recognized  by  Ihe  courts  and 
compensation  granted. 

GATE  is  conducting  a  lund-raismg 
drive  to  help  pay  for  the  costs  involved 
in  the  case  Thus  lar  $2,600  has  been 
raised,  mostly  in  private  donations  ot  55 
to  S25  There  has  been  some  co- 
operation Irom  gay  clubs  in  this 
campaign  too  Candy  Dancer,  a  local 
disco,  allowed  GATE  to  set  up  an 
information  kiosk  al  Ihe  club  over  a 
recent  weekend  and  S721  was  raised  in 

,  two  nights 

1     Legal  costs  will  be  al  least  S5.0O0. 
Those  wishing  tp  support  the  case  can 
send  donalions  to  GATE  al  PO  Box 
1463,  Station  A,  Vanouver  BC. 


Dunning . 


Unions  win 
gay  rights 


The  Canadian  Union  ot  Public 
Employees  (CUPEj  local  representing 
outside  workers  lor  the  cily  ol  Windsor 
was  successful  last  month  in 
negotiating  a  contract  which  included  a 
comprehensive  clause  prohibiling 
discrimination  against  city  employees 
on  the  basis  ol  sexual  orientation. 

Thecontracl  goes  much  further  in  the 
proiection  it  provides  gays  than  the  city 
council  resolution  passed  last  winter 
Thai  resolution  Ignored  the  area  ol 
discrimination  in  job  assignments 
which  the  CUPE  contract  specifically 
disallows. 

Professors  ot  the  University  ot 
Windsor  have  also  reached  an 
agreement  with  Ihe  University 
administration  in  their  first  negotiated 
contract.  Early  in  negotiations  the 
professors  introduced  a  gay  rights 
clause  and  refused  todiscuss  the 
matter,  slating  lhat  human  rights  must 
not  be  subiect  to  bargaining.  The  new 
contract,  which  took  two  years  lo 
negotiate,  contains  the  sexual 
orientation  clause  as  originally 
proposed. 

by  Jim  Monk 


Police  pooh-pooh 
Hallowe'en  protest 

The  Toronto  police  have  no  power  fo 
force  a  mob  of  anti-gay  bigots  to 
disperse,  so  gay  organizations  should 
encourage  gays  to  slay  home  on 
Hallowe'en, 

Thai  was  ihe  reply  lo  a  letter  sent  by 
the  Toronto  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  lo  police  chiel  Harold 
Adamson,  referring  lo  the  annual 
gathering  in  front  ol  Ihe  SI  Charles 
Tavern,  a  popular  gay  bar  on  Ihe  city's 
mam  street. 

In  the  letter,  GATE  called  the  event  a 
display  of  bigotry  sanctioned  by  Ihe 
authorities,  suggested  ihe  police 
should  prevent  a  crowd  Irom  forming, 
and  said  organized  gays  would  be  there 
this  year  lo  protect  gay  interests.  GATE 
also  pointed  out  that  the  crowd  could  be 
nastier  this  year  because  of  Ihe 
Emmanuel  Jaques  murder  in  August, 
when  the  city's  media  siirred  up  a  hate 
campaign  by  using  the  label 
"homosexual  murder ." 

There  was  no  written  reply  from  Chiel 
Adamson  An  inspector  from  52 
Division,  which  covers  the  gay  bar 
district,  visited  GATE  president  Brian 
Mossop  and  delivered  the  message 
verbally 

"It's  like  telling  the  city's  East  Asians 
thai  the  solution  to  racial  violence  on 
the  public  transit  system  is  for  (hem  not 
to  use  the  public  transit  system," 
commented  Mossop 

"The  message  was  clear  itwedidnol 
ask  gays  lo  slay  oft  the  street  righi  in 
their  own  community,  we  would  be 
partly  responsible  if  anything  bad 


happened  It's  another  case  al  blaming 
Ihe  victim  tor  the  crime,  as  when  women 
are  said  to  be  asking  tor  il'  when  they 
are  raped' 

GATE  and  other  organizations  in  the 
city  are  going  ahead  wllh  plans  lor  a 
strong  gay  presence  on  Yonge  St  this 


McMurtry  wants 
"speedy"  Jaques  trial 

Preliminary  hearings  nave  begun  in  Ihe 
case  of  tour  men  charged  with  the 
murder  ot  Emmanuel  Jaques  last 
summer  In  Ihe  first  day  ol  heanngsa 
call  by  delence  lawyers  for  a  ban  on 
pubiicaiion  ol  evidence  was  granted  by 
judge  Vincent  McKeown, 

When  questioned  about  the 
upcoming  trial  alter  a  recent  speech  to 
the  Downtown  Businessmen's 
Association,  Attorney  General  Roy 
McMurtry  indicated  that  he  was  hoping 
lor  a  speedy  trial  tor  the  lour  charged 
with  first  degree  murder.  He  also  fell 
that  allowing  Ihe  case  to  drag  on  would 
only  encourage  the  "vigilante 
mentality  " 

When  asked  il  he  would  support  a  call 
lor  a  return  lo  capital  punishment 
McMurtry  said  thai  he  would  not.  "I 
honestly  believe  that  a  restoration  ol  the 
death  penally  would  no!  accomplish 
very  much." 

by  David  Gibson  i  J 


Phillips  resigns, 
Damien  defence 
continues 

In  late  September  Terry  Phillips 
resigned  his  position  as  Chairperson  ol 
The  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien 
He  was  Ihe  second  chairperson  in  ihe 
Committee's  two-and-a-hall-year  history 
and  held  the  position  lor  a  year. 

The  resignation  follows  what  he 
refers  to  as  attacks  by  The  Body  Politic 
and  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  on 
Ihe  principles  ol  the  Commillee.  In  a 
written  statement  ol  resignation. 
Phillips  said  that  in  the  light  of  Ihese 
"he  saw  no  alternative  but  to  resign," 
He  was  referring  to  a  recenl  TBP  article, 
"Delending  Damien"  (see  TBP  no.  37) 
which  argued  that  the  committee 
needed  a  democratic  sf  ructure  and  a 
clear  locus  on  Ihe  gay  aspects  of  the 
case. 

Al  a  meeting  on  October  6  at  the 
Church  Street  Community  Centre, 
Michael  Lynch  was  eiecied  interim 
Chairperson  and  David  Gibson  interim 
Secretary.  At  that  meeting  the 
constitution  drawn  up  at  last  spring's 
Damien  policy  conlerence  was 
adopted 

As  the  case  continues,  nationwide 
plans  are  being  made  for  Ihe  Days  of 
Protest  for  John  Damien.  Rallies 
demonstrations,  fundraising  evenls  and 
appearances  by  Damien  himself  will 
mark  Ihe  two  days  in  October. 

Early  in  November  a  meeting  will  be 
held  lo  discuss  future  strategy  ol  Ihe 
defence  campaign.  A  second  policy 
conlerence  is  expected  some  iimeafler 
lhat.  u 

Damien  protest 
plans  in  high  gear 

People  across  the  country  will  be 
massing  publicly  for  gay  rights  in  Ihe 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition's  second 
national  protest.  On  October  21  and  22 
Ihe  Days  ol  Protest  for  John  Damien  will 
be  held  in  cities  Irom  coast  to  coast- 
Last  February  gays  In  six  cities 
demonstrated  against  CBC 
discrimination  lhal  lorbids  public 
service  advertisements  lor  gay 
organizations. 

The  themes  o!  ihis  year's  protest  are 
"job  security,"  "protection  lor  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  all  human  rights 
legislation,"  and  "reinstatement  for 
John  Damien." 

On  Thanksgiving  weekend  John 
Damien  began  a  series  Ol  crosscountry 
appearances  when  bespoke  in  Halifax 


NEWS 


NEWS  BRIEFS 


at  the  first  congress  ot  Atlantic 
Canada  gay  and  lesbian  organizations 
On  October  19  he  will  appear  on  the 
Peiei  Gzowski  show  in  Toronlo  On 
October  21  he  will  be  speaking  m 
Edmonton,  on  October  22  in  Vancouver 
and  on  OcloOer  25  in  Ottawa  The 
reinstatement  of  John  Oamien  isalsoa 
theme  at  a  march  during  the  first 
congress  ol  Quebecgay  organizations 
sponsored  by  I'Association  poof  les 
droits  des  gai|e)s  du  Quebec  (AOGQI  in 
Montreal  on  Oclober  15. 

Events  are  planned  m  smaller  cenlfes 
as  well  In  Windsor,  for  example, 
Windsor  Gay  Unity  has  planned  a  picket 
ol  the  Provincial  Government  Building 
across  the  street  from  the  city  market 
lor  Saturday.  October  22. 

The  willingness  ot  a  number  ol  gay 
people  lo  go  public  can  be  attributed  in 
part  to  !he  holding  ol  a  recent  CGRO 
steering  commillee  meeting  in  Windsor. 
The  publicity,  local  involvement  and 
issues  discussed,  as  well  as  the 
presence  of  out-of-town  activists,  has 
encouraged  members  of  the  Windsor 
group  and  helped  lo  expand  Ihe  range  ot 
activities  and  numbers  committed  to 
the  fight  lor  gay  rights. 

by  David  Gibson  ] 


New  Immigration  Act 
not  yet  in  force 

Gay  people  will  have  to  wail  a  little 
longer  belore  they  can  benefit  from  the 
recent  passage  ol  Ihe  new  Immigration 
Act. 

The  new  Acl  drops  Ihe  prohibition 
against  homosexuals  visiting  or 
immigrating  lo  Canada.  However,  the 
Act  is  not  yel  officially  operative  and 
won't  be  until  early  in  1978.  or  possibly 

In  a  letter  lo  John  Kyper  ol  Boston, 
H,J.  Johnson  ol  the  Department  of 
Employment  and  Immigration  says  he 
can'l  do  anything  aboul  Kyper'scase 
until  the  new  Act  comes  into  effect. 
Kyper  is  the  American  aclivist  whose 
exclusion  (torn  Canada  helped  fuel  the 
gay  movements  light  against  the  Old 
immigration  legislation.  Johnson  went 
on  to  say,  "It  Is  expected  that  the  imple- 
mentation will  be  likely  somelime 
between  January  1  and  April  1, 1978, 
however.  Ihis  is  not  definite  " 

Kyper  had  wfilten  to  enquire  whelher 
he  would  still  have  to  obtain  a  minis- 
terial permit  each  time  he  wanted  to 
visit  Canada 

Johnson's  letter  does  little  lo  clarify 
what  Kyper's  status  will  be  once  (he 
new  Act  does  come  into  effect.  He  says 
The  particular  clause  under  which 
your  deportation  was  issued  will  no 
longer  be  part  of  our  new  legislation 
and  it  is  debatable  at  this  point  as  to 
whelher  ot  not,  when  Ihe  Act 
becomes  effective,  you  will  continue 
lo  require  the  Minister's  consent  to 
enlerCanada.lt  is  not  lelt  that  you 
will  need  such  consent  and  at  Ihe 
time  of  the  Act  becoming  law,  which 
I       will  be  advertised,  and  at  your 
I        request,  sleps  will  be  taken  on  youf 
I       behall  to  cancel  the  present  require- 
'        men!,  which  will  remain  during  Ihe 
1        transition  period. 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
(NGRC)  has  written  to  Bud  Cullen, 
Minister  of  Employment  and  Immigia- 
tion  Canada,  lo  clarify  Mr  Johnson's 
remarks.  NGRC  Is  seeking  assurances 
:  thatpeopieiikeKypei.whowere 
excluded  under  the  old  Acl,  will  not 
need  special  permission  toenter 
j  Canadaonce  thenew  Acl  iselfective 
NGRC  will  also  demand  that  the  new 
Acl  be  made  effective  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

Het  stag  bad  vibes 

Ottawa  police  raided  a  slag  party  Sept- 
ember 29  and  arrested  eight  people  on 
counts  ol  obscenity,  gross  indecency, 
assault  and  lighting. 

The  stag  was  being  held  by  Ihe 
Ottawa  Senior  Touch  Football  League. 
The  police  arrived  jusl  in  lime  to  break 
upa  brawl  involving  aboul  a  thifdol  Ihe 
200  people  attending  Ihe  stag. 

According  to  police,  everyone  was 
scrambling  on  the  lops  of  tables  to  get  3 
November 


belter  view  ot  "two  girls  performing  sex 
acls  on  each  other '  The  women  were 
Charged  with  gross  indecency  The 

President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
League  were  charged  with  allowing  an 
obscene  show 

Police  also  seized  several  rolls  of 
stag  him  and  a  vibrator  _ 


Court  cool 
on  custody 


In  whal  apparently  constitutes  Ihe  first 
reported  instance  in  Onlarioof  judicial 
pronouncement  on  the  subject  of 
lesbians  and  child  custody,  a  judge  ot 
the  Supreme  Court  ol  Ontario  has  taken 
a  tentative  position  against  equal 
custody  rights  for  lesbian  mothers, 

Mr  Justice  Peter  Cory  ot  the  High 
Court  of  Justice,  in  a  recently-reported 
case  called  Wine  v.  Wine,  was  consider- 
ing allegations  made  by  the  lather  of 
three  children  (aged  I1.9and7)that  his 
wife  was  a  lesbian  who  "espouses  bi- 
sexuahly"  The  judge  slated  that  if  the 
allegations  were  true,  "then  obviously  it 
could  have  a  detrimental  effect  upon  the 
children  and  quite  possibly  the  mother 
should  not  have  custody." 

The  tudge  did  not  lind  it  necessary  to 
make  a  final  decision  on  Ihe  matter, 
since  the  parlies  had  submitted  only 
affidavit  evidence  and  had  not  appeared 
personally  in  court.  He  ruled  that  the 
questions  ol  custody  of  and  access  to 
the  childfen  could  not  be  settled  with- 
out both  mother  and  father  appearing, 
testifying,  and  submitting  to  cross- 
examination. 

in  the  course  of  his  decision,  he  gave 
some  indication  that  Ihe  wife,  a  doctor 
ot  psychology  employed  by  Ihe  Ontario 
Institute  lor  Studies  in  Education,  had 
had  a  valid  basis  lor  leaving  Ihe  matri- 
monial home  in  Waterloo,  where  her 
husband  was  a  university  professor 
However,  the  |udge  ruled  thai  this  did 
not  mean  the  wife  had  the  right  to  take 
Ihe  children  with  her  as  she  had  done. 
Since  Ihe  two  parties,  who  had  been 
married  14  years,  obviously  could  nol 
reach  agreement  on  Ihe  custody 
question,  it  had  lo  be  sen  led  judicially 

Despite  the  ludge's  apparent 
opinions  on  lesbianism,  he  granted 
inierim  custody  lo  Ihe  wife  until  the 
trial,  at  which  the  issue  of  permanent 
custody  will  be  argued  and  tried. 

Although  not  strictly  binding  on  other 
judges,  Cory's  remarks  about  the 
"detrimental"  effects  on  children  of  a 
parent's  lesbianism  are  very  unfor- 
tunate, particularly  since  Ihis  is  the  first 
reported  case  in  Ontario  in  which  Ihe 
issue  is  discussed  at  all. 

by  Paul  Troiiope 


Brandon  organizes 

A  new  gay  organization  has  been 
formed  in  Manitoba.  The  group  was 
organized  by  a  small  group  Of  women 
and  men  who  wanted  to  establish  a 
support  community  for  the  gay  people 
ol  Brandon  and  the  surrounding  area. 

Gay  Friends  of  Bfandon  held  its  firsl 
meeting  on  September  2  at  a  private 
home,  wilh  regular  meetings  lo  be  held 
approximately  every  three  weeks.  A 
post-box  has  been  procured,  and  a 
phone-line  set  up.  wilh  both  these 
services  advertized  in  the  local  daily, 
and  Ihe  university  newspaper.  These 
have  both  proved  to  be  very  effective 
ways  ol  reaching  out  lo  people 

Ai  ihis  point,  Ihe  original  group  has 
more  lhan  doubled,  including  some 
people  who  have  just  come  oul.  The 
nexl  get-logether  is  planned  as  a  pot- 


Torch  turns  on  the  gas 

An  Arkansas-based  "White  Christian" 
newspaper  called  The  Torch  has  editor- 
ially urged  the  gassing  ot  gay  people. 
The  editorial  published  in  Ihe  July  issue 
devoted  lo  homosexuality,  is  virtually 
identical  to  a  recorded  phone  message 
at  Ku  Klux  Klan  bookshops  in 
Pasadena,  California  and  Houston. 
Texas.  The  principal  difference  in  Ihe 
Iwo  statements  is  that  while  theKKK 
message  uses  the  term  "homosexuals," 
The  Torch  editorial  refers  to  "faggot 
slime." 

Both  Ihe  editorial  and  the  recorded 
message  end  with  the  statement,  "The 
law  of  God  states  the  death  penally  for 
homosexuals  and  when  God's  laws  are 
again  in  force  the  death  penalty  is  what 
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lucks 

The  group  may  be  contacted  by 
writing  c/o  PO  Box  492,  Brandon.  MB, 
R7A  5Z4.  or  phoning  204-725-0930  _. 
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$100,000  raised, 
Perry  ends  fast 

Reverend  Troy  Perry,  founder  of  the 
Universal  Fellowship  of  Metropolitan 
Community  Churches,  ended 
his  sixteen  day  fast  after  raising 
$100,000  in  cash  and  pledges 
Reverend  Perry  had  promised 
to  continue  the  last  until  he  raised  that 
sum  ol  money  in  order  lo  light  the  pro- 
posed Briggs  initiative  that  would  ban 
openly  gay  leachers  from  California 
public  schools.  The  $100,000  will  go  to 
an  organization  called  Ihe  California 
Fund  for  Human  Dignity,  which  has 
been  organized  specifically  lo  light  the 
proposed  initiative. 

from  Gay  CommunilyNewsi  ; 

Bombay  group  formed 

A  Gay  Liberation  Front  has  been  formed 
in  Bombay.  It  is  Ihe  first  gay  organiz- 
ation to  be  formed  in  India,  where  homo- 
I  sexuality  is  illegal  A  spokesperson  at 
j  the  Indian  High  Commission  in  London 

commented  that  homosexuality  is 
!  regarded  as  a  "very  serious  offence" 

■  which  can  In  some  cases  be  punishable 

■  by  life  imprisonment  Bombay  GLF 

I  claims  that  gays  have  been  beaten  up 
!  and  sexually  assaulted  upon  arrest. 
!      The  group  is  demanding  police  pro- 
tection against  such  assaults,  and 
'  against  police  officers  who  steal  Ihe  be 
!  longings  of  arrested  gays  and  demand 
|  bribes. 

from  Gay  News    i 

,  Vatican  silences  McNeill 

I  Father  John  McNeill,  SJ.  noted  Roman 
I  Catholic  moral  theologian  and  author  of 

The  Church  ana  ihe  Homosexual,  has 
I  once  again  been  silenced  by  the 

Vatican. 
!      The  order  to  silence  parallels  a 
:  similar  t973  command  which  delayed 
publication  of  McNeill's  book  for  two 
years.  McNeill  was  told  that  he  is  nol  to 
speak  publicly  on  homosexuality  or 
i  sexual  ethics  and  that  the  "Imprimi 
,  Potest"  (a  designation  from  the  Church 
:  allowing  a  work  to  be  printed)  is  to  be  re- 
!  moved  trom  all  further  editions  of  Ihe 
book.  McNeill's  extensive  lecturing  on 
homosexuality  and  the  position  thai  he 
.  has  presented  has,  according  to  Church 
:  leaders,  led  him  to  raise  false  hopes  in 
the  gay  community  lhat  the  Church 
might  change  its  teaching  on  homo- 
.  sexuality,  Q 

We  get  no  kick 
from  Champaign 

Wichita,  Kansas  and  Champaign, 
;  Illinois  have  become  the  40th  and  41st 
cities  in  the  US  lo  pass  civil  rights  ordin- 
ances protecting  gay  people  from 
discrimination. 

from  Gay  Community  News 

Sociologists  slap  Anita 

On  September  7.  in  a  direct  reference  to 
the  Anita  Bryant  campaign,  the 
American  Sociological  Association 
officially  condemned  efforts  to  under- 
mine the  civil  rights  of  gay  people 
through  the  distortion  of  sociological 
concepts  and  the  lalsilication  ol 
research. 

The  culmination  ol  a  year's  effort  on 
ihe  part  of  the  Sociologists  Gay 
Caucus,  the  resolution  passed  by  a 
voice  vote  It  also  called  for  further 


'research,  publication,  and  teaching  in 

1  the  sociology  ot  homosexuality  and 
established  a  task  force  to  investigate 
discrimination  within  the  discipline 
.against  gay  people  and  gay  research  A 

!  resolution  supporting  employment  pre- 
lection for  gay  people  has  been  on  the 

1  books  since  1969  Similar  resolutions 
were  also  passed  in  September  by  Ihe 

1  Society  for  the  Study  ol  Social  Prob- 
lems 

Those  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
Sociologists'  Gay  Caucus  are  invited  to 
contact.  SGC,  440  Easi  87th  Street.  New 
York,  NY.  USA.  10028. 

Women  leave  CHE 

The  women  ot  Britain's  Campaign  for 

Homosexual  Equality  (CHE)  say  they 
i  can  no  longer  work  within  the  organiza- 
'  lion  and  will  set  up  then  own  national 
1  campaign  lo  be  known  as  the  National 

Organization  lor  Gay  Women.  The 
,  announcemenl  was  made  at  CHE's 
!  annual  conference  in  September. 
|       Nikkl  Henriques,  CHE's  Women's 
I  Organizer,  told  Ihe  conference,  "It  Is 

lack  ol  support  lhat  forces  women  to 
i  look  elsewhere."  But  she  added,  "You 

are  not  losing  us.  We  will  beauton- 
:  omous  but  we  will  be  alongside." 

from  Gay  News  G 

;  Anti-gay  crusader 
all  squeezed  out? 

Anita  Bryant,  reportedly  weary  ot  hostile 
demonstrations  wherever  she  goes,  is 
temporarily  retiring  as  an  anti-gay 
crusader. 

Bryant,  in  a  recent  speech,  did  not 
mention  gays  She  asserted  thai 
divorce,  runaways,  alcohol,  drugs  and 
child  pornography  are  destroying  Ihe 
family  and  Ihe  country. 

A  source  close  to  Bryant  said  "Three 
things  counl  lo  her.  Her  talent  agency, 
her  conlracl  with  the  Florida  Citrus 
Commission,  and  her  conlracl  with  First 
Federal  Savings  Bank  of  Miami." 

from  GPU  Mews  i  I 


Supreme  Court, 
supreme  injustice 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  recently 
refused  to  rule  on  a  State  of  Washington 
legal  decision  that  a  teacher  could  be 
died  simply  because  he  is  gay.  The 
Supreme  Court  has  refused  lo  rule  on 
any  gay  rights  case  since  1967  when  it 
said  thai  homosexual  foreigners  could 
be  deported  as  persons  "aftlicted  with 
a  psychopathic  personality."  D 

NAACP  head  supports 
gay  rights 

The  new  head  ot  the  NAACP,  Benjamin 
Hooks,  declared  on  CBS  TV's  face  the 
Nation:  "The  gay  rights  movemenl  has 
some  strong  and  striking  similarities  to 

I  the  black  movement,"  and  expressed 

I  his  support  lor  gay  rights. 

Irom  GPU  News 

i  Anti-homosexual  fascists 
portrayed  in  film 

',  On  September  22,  the  New  York  Times 
i  reported  that  in  ihe  film  A  Special  Day 

Sophia  Loren's  co-star,  Marcello 

Mastnoianm.  plays  a  homosexual. 
The  Inendship  between  Loren's 

character  and  the  homosexual  "is 

nipped  in  the  bud,  however,  when  he  is 

taken  away  by  Fascist  agents." 
Iniervlewed  by  Ihe  Times,  Ms  Loren 

said:  "Things  like  that  really  happened. 

It  was  forbidden  lo  be  a  homosexual. 

The  people  who  belonged  to  the  (Italian     | 

Fascist)  party  had  to  be  what  they  called  ; 
,  real  men.  Homosexuals  were  sent  to 

concentration  camps  in  Ihe  south  ot 

Italy". 

Out  of  the  closet, 
into  the  ring 

;  Reno,  Nevada's  second  Gay  Rodeo  was 
!  recently  announced  by  a  sign  over  the 
|  entrance  to  the  Washoe  County  Fair- 
grounds as  a  "gay  oriented  event." 

One  closeted  bronco  buster,  winner 
Of  an  All  American  Cowboy  Award, 
declared  he  was  "scared  to  death  lobe      ' 
here.  II  they  find  out  I'm  gay  on  the 
rodeo  circuit,  my  career  will  be  ruined.  It 
look  a  lot  ol  courage  to  be  here,  and  I'm 
still  nervous, 
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The  fight  goes  on 


With 
Downcast 


Aspects  of  homosexual  selr-oppression 

by  Andrew  Hodges 

and 

David  Hutter 


On  the  inside:  Andrew  Hodges  and  Oavid  Hutter  look  at 
internalized  oppression.  The  kind  that  makes  us 
"pass"  —  keep  ourselves  in  tine.  It's  ultimate 
expression  —  "I'm  not  oppressed  "  Wrth  Downcast 
Gays  is  the  first  booklet  published  by  Pink  Triangle 
Press  (the  publisher  ol  The  Body  Politic).  It's  the 
book  that  could  change  your  view  ol  the  world  and  your 
place  in  it. 


On  the  outside:  Oppression  is  always  there,  It  was  there 
in  the  Nazi  death  camps  when  thousands  ot 
homosexuals  were  exterminated.  To  identify  us  in  the 
camps  they  tagged  us  with  pink  triangles  just  as  they 
tagged  the  Jews  with  yellow  stars  of  David. 

Today  many  of  us  are  wearing  that  symbol  again.  By 
choice,  and  with  pride.  We  wear  it  as  a  symbol  ot  the 
history  that  other  hands  have  tried  to  obliterate,  the 
history  that  we  must  recover.  It  is  also  a  reminder  of 
where  gay  oppression  can  lead  if  we  neglect  the  active 
struggle  for  our  rights. 


Yes,  if  s  my  fight 

Send  me: 

With  Oowncast  Gays  I  enclose  $1 .35 
A  pink  triangle  pin  I  enclose  $1 .75 

Name: 

Address: __^ ___ 


Sena  this  form  With  win  or  money  maer  to 

Pink  Triangle  Pies-   Bn i  631  SUIiwiA  rwonlc  Ontario 

CANADA  M5W1G2 


CcnttnuM  from  page  3 

lo  launch  a  new  pan  Canadian  organ- 
ization In©  Revolutionary  Workers 
League/ UgueOuvnere  Revoiutionnaire 
Yet  Stuarl.  instead  ot  sucking  to  Ihe 
tacts  ol  the  pamphlet,  dives  otl  into 
some  tortured  speculations  and  gloomy 
crystal -ball  gazing  about  theRWL/LOR. 

First,  Stuart  seems  to  imply  lhal  Ihe 
LSA  position  has  been  adopted  by  the 
RWL.  and  thai,  somehow,  with  the  pub- 
lication ol  Ihe  LSA  pamphlet,  lesbians 
and  gays  formerly  in  Ihe  RMG  were 
"brought  into  line"  and  future 
discussion  "short  circuited  "  These  tar- 
leiched  assumptions  have  no  basis  in 
lact.  To  begin  with,  Ihe  pamphlet  does 
not  reflect  Ihe  present  posilion  ol  the 
RWL  There  are  important  unresolved 
differences  and  a  wide  spectrum  ol 
opinions  on  lesbian  and  gay  liberalion 
in  the  new  organization.  Some  members 
would  agree  with  many  of  the  points 
raised  by  Stuarl,  while  others  would  not; 
many  are  undecided  and  open  minded. 

Recognizing  the  importance  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  question,  the  RWL  is 
puffing  a  high  priority  on  conducting  a 
wide-ranging  discussion  on  lesbian  and 
gay  liberation  We  welcome  the 
comments  and  suggestions  ot  ail 
lesbian  and  gay  militants.  However,  if 
we  wish  lo  gel  anywhere,  the 
discussion  must  be  on  Ihe  basis  ol 
laclual  accuracy  and  Ihe  absence  of 
sectarianism.  In  our  view,  Stuart's  con- 
tribution falls  short  of  such  basic 
standards  as  it  gives  a  somewhat  dis- 
torted view  of  ihe  issues. 

For  example,  his  suggestion  thai  Ihe 
LSA's  position  was  no  more  radical  lhan 
the  NDP's  is  denied  by  many  actions  ol 
the  LSA,  such  as  the  candidacy  of 
Therese  Faubert  in  the  last  Ontario  elec- 
tions. Theie  were  problems  with  the  dis- 
cussions on  gay  liberalion  in  both  the 
LSA  and  RMG.  But  Ihe  picture  ol  con- 
scious conspiracy  against  a  fuller  dis- 
cussion which  Stuart  paints  borders  on 
pandering  loanfi-communisl 
sentiments.  It  blends  so  well  with  Ihe 


stereotype  pntjudjQU  Ol    now  Red» 
operate,   and  how  (hey  us  Stuarl  again 
charges),   opportunistically"  infilirale 
movements  for  their  own  shadowy 
ends,  etc 

This  is  not  lo  suggest  Ihe  Loll  has  a 
Shining  image  historically  in  responding 
to  gay  oppression  The  organizations 
which  came  logether  to  lound  the  RWL.' 
LOR  have  the  best  record  in  Canada  lot 
genuine  support  cit  lesbian  and  gay  lib- 
eration —  yet  here  too  valid  criticisms 
could  be  made  and  shortcomings 
pointed  out,  The  new  organization  could 
conceivably  make  mistakes  in  the 
luture.  Bui  Ihe  point  we  all  musl  con- 
front is  this:  How  will  full  gay  hbeiation 
come  about?  What  changes  are 
necessary  and  how  will  they  be  made''  A 
massive  and  actively  mobilized  gay 
movement  is  a  big  part  of  the  answer  — 
but  is  this  the  end  ot  the  sloty?  Stuart's 
claim  thai  it  is  "sectarian"  to  call  on 
people  to  also  |om  and  build  a  socialist 
organization,  coupled  with  his  dismissal 
ol  the  RWL/ LOR  in  advance,  seems  10 
deny  Ihe  importance,  or  perhaps  even 
Ihe  necessity,  ol  building  a 
revolutionary  party.  Perhaps  this  is 
where  we  pari  ways  Ihe  most 

An  aulonomous  gay  movement, 
allhough  absolutely  necessary,  will  be 
unable  lo  bring  about  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation  by  its  efforts  alone  We  teel 
nothing  less  lhan  a  socialist  revolution 
is  required  Thus  lor  us  a  revolutionary 
workers  party  with  a  position  in  acllve 
support  ol  gay  and  lesbian  liberation  is 
a  musl. 

To  Stuart  the  emergence  ol  Ihe  RWL 
seemed  lo  signify  "the  end  ol  a  dis- 
cussion lhat  never  was."  Somehow  he's 
missed  the  boat,  lor  really  that  was  only 
part  ota  beginning  ,    We  hope  T6P 
readers  will  bring  (hen  experiences  and 
ideas  lo  bear  right  from  theoulset,  'or 
the  issues  involved  are  of  direct 
relevance  to  every  gay  and  lesbian 
Duncan  McLean        Therese  Faubert 
Andrea  Golh  Gary  Kinsman 

Toronto 


My  name  is 
Damien 


Two  years  ago,  I  was  fired  from  my 
job  as  a  racing  steward.  I  was  told  it 
was  because  I  am  a  homosexual. 
That's  all;  even  my  employers  said  I 
had  been  doing  a  good  job.  And  I'd 
been  in  the  horse  racing  business  for 
over  twenty  years. 

I'm  fighting  back.  I  want  my  job 
back,  and  I've  sued  my  employers 
for  wrongful  dismissal.  Trie  case  is 
crawling  through  the  courts.  It's 
been  two  years  now,  and  my  law- 
yers tell  me  it's  going  to  be  a  long 
fight. 

I  couldn't  have  come  this  far 
alone.  The  gay  movement  in 
Canada  has  been  behind  me  all  the 
way,  providing  financial  support 
and  a  lot  of  encouragement.  But  a 
lot  of  donations  have  come  from  in- 
dividuals right  across  Canada  who 
see  lhat  my  fight  has  implications 
for  gay  people  everywhere  and  in  all 
walks  of  life. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  you.  1  wish  I  could  thank 
each  and  every  one  of  you  individ- 


ually  but  that  isn't  possible.  So  let 
this  be  a  warm  and  heartfelt  thanks 
to  all. 

I  also  want  to  ask  for  your  con- 
tinued support.  From  the  beginning 
it  hasn't  been  me  against  the  On- 
tario Government  —  it's  been  us. 
You've  been  fighting  with  me  and 
through  me  for  a  victory  that  can 
mean  job  security  for  all.  Let's  keep 
going.  I'm  willing  to  go  all  the  way 
—  right  to  the  Supreme  Court  if 
necessary.  But  I  need  your  backing. 

Please  continue  sending  your 
donations.  The  Committee  to 
Defend  John  Damien  acknowledges 
all  of  them  and  sends  a  receipt  for 
each  one.  The  amount  of  your 
donation  and  your  name  are  kept 
strictly  private  —  neither  ever  be- 
comes part  of  any  public  list. 

Once  again  —  my  thanks.  And 
my  pledge  to  continue  this  fight 
until  we've  won. 
Plttae  nuke  oil  clmjaa payable  :•■   n:.  ,  .,,., 

"••II.;-  i. ,  i  i.  .;„■..,„,     pi. 
■■■■■■'■  '                           ■'    '"■  Ilwutn    I-  II    ll.iy 

it-  Sm  i.  Tbronio,  M6H  'u 
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How  a  steambath  becomes  a  bawdyhouse 

"Scanty''  evidence  and  "undercover"  agents 


A  gay  steambath  ;s  a  common  bawdy 
house,  and  a  baths  manager  may  be 
sentenced  to  a  two-year  jail  term  upon 

That  is  Itie  ruling  of  the  Quebec  Court 
of  Appeal,  the  province's  highest  court, 
in  a  badly  reasoned  but  precedent- 
setting  decision  upholding  the  1976 
conviction  ot  Harold  Walsh,  the  tormer 
manager  ot  the  Aquarius  sauna  in 
Montreal. 

The  court,  the  same  one  which 
upheld  the  original  abortion  convictions 
ot  Dr  Henry  Morgentaler,  is  not  noted 
tor  its  legal  acumen.  Mr  Justice 
G.H.  Montgomery,  writing  the  only 
opinion,  (ailed  to  deal  with  the 
complicated  legal  issues  raised  by  a 
bawdy  house  case.  He  elected  instead 
simply  to  review  the  evidence  and  the 
findings  ot  the  trial  court,  and  to 
conclude  that  gay  sex  was  in  fact 
occurring  in  the  Aquarius.  This  done,  he 
upheld  Walsh's  conviction  on  the 
indictable  ottence  charge  ot  being  the 
keeper  ol  a  common  bawdy  house,  and 
dismissed  the  appeal. 

The  other  two  judges  (Mr  Justice 
Turgeonand  Mr  Justice  Belanger) 
merely  concurred  with  Mr  Justice 
Montgomery,  and  did  not  express  any 
opinions  of  theirown. 

The  Judgment  apparently  ends  a  two- 
and-a-half  year  legal  battle  which  began 
in  January  1975  when  Montreal  Urban 
Community  police  first  visited  the 
Aquarius,  in  the  guise  of  ordinary  bath 
patrons.  They  continued  their 
sutveillance  in  this  way  for  nine  days, 
and  on  February  4. 1975  raided  the 
balhs,  seized  a  number  of  articles,  and 
arrested  Walsh  and  a  number  of  found- 
Walsh,  who  described  himself  as  an 
accountant,  was  originally  convicted  in 
Montreal  Municipal  Court  on  February 
25,1976.  II  is  not  known  what  sentence 
was  imposed,  although  the  offence 
carries  a  maximum  sentence  of  two 
years  imprisonmenl. 

Health  club? 

Instead  of  examining  the  bawdy 
house  laws  and  directing  his  attention 
to  the  meaning  of  "a  place  resorted  to 
lor  the  practice  of  acts  of  indecency" 
(the  legal  criterion  for  establishing  a 
place  as  a  common  bawdy  house},  Mr 
Justice  Montgomery  discussed  whether 
or  not  the  Aquarius  was  a  Dona  tide 
sauna  and  health  club.  He  accepted 
most  of  the  police  evidence  that 
facilities  m  the  public  rooms  (sauna, 
showers,  and  so  on)  were  inadequate 
and  in  poor  repair,  and  noted  Walsh's 
own  admissions  that  some  of  the 
equipment  was  out  of  order  and  that  the 
gymnastic  equipment  was  "scanty." 
Montgomery  added  that  the  Aquarius 
appeared  to  have  been  operated  "on  a 
strictly  commercial  basis  and  to  have 
been  open  to  the  public  generally." 
The  court  also  accepted  police 
testimony  as  1o  what  occurred  on  the 
premises.  The  police  officers  took 
rooms,  clad  themselves  in  towels,  and 
cruised  in  basically  the  same  way  as  Ihe 
real  clients.  At  times  the  judge's 
account  of  police  evidence  is 
unconsciously  tunny:  "...clients 
generally  made  tittle  use  of  these 
facilities  but  rather  wandered  about  the 
corridors,  sometimes  completely  naked, 
or  lay  on  their  bunks  in  provocative 
attitudes  with  the  doors  open.  From 
time  to  time  two  men  would7  retire  to  a 
room,  and  the  door  would  be  closed. 
Occasionally  a  door  would  be  lett  open. 
so  thai  a  witness  had  been  able  to  see 
two  men  Indulging  in  sexual  activities. 
It  was  cleat  that  there  was  much  more 
going  on  in  the  roomettes  than  in  the 
gymnasium." 

Confronted  with  ihe  contradictions  in 
police  testimony,  which  formed  the 
basis  for  one  of  the  grounds  of  appeal, 
the  |udge  merely  noted  that  all  the 
officers  could  not  be  in  the  same  place 
at  the  same  lime,  and  observed  that  the 
police  'were  obliged  to  make  their 


investigations  while  ctad  only  in  a  towel, 
which  must  have  added  to  the  difficulty 
of  taking  notes." 

Theiudge  was  also  intrigued  by  Ihe 
fact  that  a  lubricant  was  sold  in  large 
quanlities  near  the  check-in  counter.  In 
his  reasons  lor  judgment  he  quoted  in 
full  the  advertising  circular  issued  by 
the  lubricant  manufacturers,  referring  to 
its  ability  to   enable  users  to  participate 
in  the  sexual  freedom  of  the  swinging 
seventies  "This,  Ihe  judge  said,  left 
little  to  the  imagination  "as  to  the 
purpose  tor  which  this  lubricant  was 
intended." 

On  the  basis  of  the  police  testimony, 
the  tact  that  homosexual  magazines 
were  available  lor  sale  on  the  premises, 
and  Ihe  testimony  of  one  of  the  baths' 
former  employees  (who  testified  to 
having  seen  men  having  sex  and  to 
having  had  sex  with  a  client  htmsell  on 
one  occasion),  the  judge  concluded  that 
the  circumstances  were  incompatible 
with  any  intention  to  operate  a  bona  tide 
health  and  sauna  club.  He  said  it  was 
inconceivable  that  Walsh,  the  manager, 
did  not  know  the  purposes  lor  which  the 
place  was  being  used. He  agreed  with 
the  trial  judge  that  the  premises  were 
being  used  "as  a  rendezvous  where 
homosexuals  could  find  partners  tor  the 
performance  ot  indecent  acts,  and 
facilities  lor  such  activities,"  and  that 
Walsh  had  opened  the  Aquarius  in  order 
to  "promote  the  practice  of 
homosexuality." 


No  Challenge 


Part  ol  the  problem  with  the  case  was 
that  Walsh  did  not  challenge  the  bawdy 
house  laws  or  their  misuse  in  the 
prosecution  of  gay  baths.  Nor  did  he 
seriously  contest  the  evidence  or 
methods  ot  Ihe  police.  His  defence  was 
that  the  Aquarius  was  operated  tor 
legitimate  purposes  as  a  sauna  and 
health  club,  and  that  if  there  were 
certain  "irregular  activities  of  a  sexual 
nature  occurring  on  Ihe  premises,"  he 
was  not  aware  of  them. 

With  such  a  weak  and  obviously  false 
defence,  it  was  not  surprising  that  the 
court  failed  to  come  up  with  a  decent 
judgment  —  it  was  not  challenged  to  do 
so.  Until  the  bawdy  house  laws  are 
fought  head-on  by  a  courageous  baths 
manager,  owner  or  found-in,  we  will  be 
left  with  the  precedent  that  the  baths 
are  bawdy  houses  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Criminal  Code.  Baths  will  continue 
to  be  raided  and  closed  in  various  cities, 
patrons  humiliated  and  prosecuted  and 
Iheir  names  published  in  the  press.  In 
Ihe  last  two  years  bawdy  house  charges 
have  been  laid  against  almost  200 
persons  in  Montreal  alone.  It  is  time  to 
property  fight  these  ridiculous  laws. 

Definitions? 

To  use  Mr  Justice  Montgomery's 
expression,  his  legal  analysis  in  this 
case  was  "scanty."  In  fact,  Ihe  decision 
is  an  insult  to  judicial  reasoning.  The 
judge  admitted  there  was  no  evidence, 
of  prostitution,  but  apparently  agreed 
with  the  Crown's  contention  that  all  that 
had  to  be  proved  was  that  the  premises 


to  for  the 

practice  of  acls  of  indecency.  The  Judge 
did  not  address  himself  seriously  to  the 
contradictions  In  the  police  testimony, 
and  did  not  question  police 
"undercover"taclics. 

But  more  importantly,  the  judge  did 
not  address  himsell  to  Ihe  ridiculous 
definition  of  "common  bawdy  house"  in 
the  Criminal  Code,  Taken  literally,  it 
allows  one  to  be  prosecuted  for 
resorting  to  one's  own  home  for  the 
practice  of  "acts  of  indecency"! 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  Parliament  did 
not  Intend  this  anomalous  result.  Either 
the  bawdy  house  laws  are  completely 
void  because  ol  their  vagueness  and 
nonsensical  nature  (an  argument  could 
easily  be  made  that  they  are  offensive  lo 
the  provisions  ol  the  Canadian  Bill  ot 
Rights),  or  else  one  musl  search  for  a 
new  and  more  satisfactory  definition  ol 
what  Parliament  meant  by  "acts  ol 
indecency."  The  judge  did  not  address 
these  questions.  He  also  ruled  II 
Immaterial  that  in  the  present  case  acts 
ot  indecency  may  have  been  committed 
under  circumstances  such  that  the 
persons  performing  them  could  rtol  be 
prosecuted  under  the  Criminal  Code  for 
buggery  or  gross  indecency  —  Ihe  1969 
Trudeau  amendment  allows  consensual 
acts  In  private  between  two  persons  21 
or  more  years  old. 

Thus  Ihe  courts  have  failed  once 
again  to  analyze  the  contradiction 
between  the  bawdy  house  laws  and  the 
sexual  offence  provisions  of  the 
Criminal  Code,  If  the  acts  in  which  one 
is  engaged  are  no  longer  criminal,  how 
can  someone  be  prosecuted  lor 
allowing  them  to  take  place  or  for  being 
In  a  location  where  they  take  place? 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
recently  adopted,  as  part  of  its  overall 
program  dealing  with  the  Criminal 
Code,  a  demand  that  all  the  bawdy 
house  laws  be  repeated. 

Meanwhile,  police  repression  in 
Montreal  has  continued  unabated. 
Almost  all  baths  frequented  by  gays 
have  been  closed  down  —  or  have 
burned  down  under  mysterious 
circumstances.  Most  of  the  city's  stores 
selling  sexually-oriented  literature  and 
goods  have  been  raided  and  closed  by 
police.  Incidents  of  intimidation, 
entrapment  and  arrests  in  parks,  bars 
and  washrooms  have  been  continually 
increasing. 

The  precedent  set  by  the  Quebec 
Court  ot  Appeal  in  the  Walsh-Aquarius 
case  has  important  and  serious 
implications  for  gays  and  gay  baths 
across  Canada.  Although  an  appeal  of 
Ihe  decision  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  is  possible.  The  Body  Palme  is 
not  aware  of  any  such  appeal  being 
instituted,  The  court's  decision  must  be 
seen  as  an  attack  on  gay  people  and  as 
yet  another  example  of  (he  almost  non- 
existent protection  we  have  under  the 
law. 

Police  are  sure  to  seize  on  the 
decision  as  a  green-light  to  proceed 
with  other  bawdy  house  charges  still 
pending. 

by  John  Black  lock  and  Paul  Trollops 
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FEATURES 


The  man  In  the  elevator  is  sur- 
prisingly prim  True,  the  big  black 
hal  is  a  bit  flamboyant  and  the 
hair  sweeping  trom  beneath  the  brim  is 
,  Itnled  a  taint  lilac.  There  is  a  touch  of 
l  mascara.  But  the  grand  manner  I  mighl 
I  have  anticipated  simply  isn't  there 

Hiding  up  to  Trie  Body  Po'i/ie's  office  we 
'  exchange  pleasantries  —  Ihe  clanking, 
utilitarian  lid  "is  |usl  like  in  a  coal  mine, 
except  thai  we're  going  up,"  he  notes.  The 
voice  Is  carefully  paced,  he  calls  It  "an 
Insinuating  blend  ot  eagerness  and 
caution  in  which  even  such  words  as 
'Hallo'  and  Goodbye'  seem  not  to  be  so 
much  uttered  as  divulged  "  What  I  catch 
mostly  is  Ihe  kind  ot  sprightly  twinkle 
thai  one  might  e<pect  irom  an  aged  and 
sllghlly  loo  helpful  public  librarian. 

Ouentln  Crisp's  name  Isn't  exactly  a 
household  word  in  North  America  — 
yel,  His  autobiography,  The  Naked  Civil 
Servant,  originally  published  In  England 
in  1968,  has  only  this  year  been  released 
here  Holt.  Rinehart  &  Winston  in  New 
York  has  |ust  picked  it  up  tor  American 
publication.  In  1975,  Ihe  book  W35  made 
intoanlnety-minute  Thames  Television 
program;  a  number  ot  gay  groups  here 
have  screened  the  lilm.  but  it  remained 
relallvely  unknown  until  aired  late  in 
Seplember  —  and  lale  at  night  —  by 
theCBC.  Visiting  North  America  for  the 
first  time,  Crisp  is  Interviewed  on  a 
Toronto  talk  show  by  a  nervous  and 
Clumsy  Peter  Gzowski:  "And  you  were  a 
prostitute  yourself?"  Gzowski  burbles. 
Crisp  answers  In  a  polite  little  croon, 
"Ye-es,"  It's  enough, 

The  media  have  discovered  him  (or  he 
I  hem),  and  gradually  he's  becoming 
known  lo  an  ever-wider  circle.  "In  an 
expanding  universe,"  Crisp  says  in  the 
book,  "lime  is  on  the  side  ol  Ihe 
outcast.  Those  who  once  inhabited  the 
suburbs  of  human  coniempt  find  that 
without  changing  their  address  Ihey 
come  lo  live  in  Ihe  metropolis.  In  my 
case  this  look  a  very  long  time,"  The 
one-time  hustler  is  sixty-eight  years  old 

II  is  no!  Ihat  the  world  has  (ailed  lo 
nolice  him  up  lo  now;  living  as  "not  only 
a  self-confessed  homosexual  but  also  a 
self-evidenl  one,"  he  has  been  anything 
but  ignored.  'Blind  with  mascara  and 
dumb  with  lipstick,  I  paraded  Ihe  streets 
of  Pimlico  with  my  overcoat  wrapped 
around  me  as  though  II  were  a  tailless 
|  ermine  cape,"  he  writes.  "Sometimes  I 
.  wore  a  fringe  so  deep  that  it  completely 
obscured  the  way  ahead.  This  hardly 
mattered.  There  were  always  others  to 
look  where  I  was  going."  And  not  just 
look.  He  has  been  severely  beaten  three 
or  lour  times  in  his  lile  and  otherwise 
abused  almost  every  day.  "The 
mysterious  thing  In  all  such 
occurrences  was  not  thai  sirangers, 
sometimes  without  a  word  being 
uttered  on  either  side,  attacked  me.  It 
was  Ihat  Ihey  never  killed  me." 


We  settle  into  the  circle  of  well-worn 
chairs  at  one  end  of  Ihe  office  —  Crisp, 
ihe  representative  trom  his  Canadian 
distributor,  Ihe  three  or  four  people 
working  in  the  of  lice  who  leave  their 
!  tasks tocome  listen,  and mysell. 
,  Coffee?  No,  it  seems  these  publicity 
i  faunis  become  an  endless  routine  of 
1  eating  and  gulping.  One  must  be 
!  careful  But  he  tries  lo  oblige  in 
|  whatever  way  he  can;  "It  would  have 
,  been  very  dillicull  to  gel  EM  Forster  to 
fun  around  Bedford  Square  in  a  lunny 
hat  —  bui  I've  got  the  hal,  and  so  I  said, 
Which  way  do  I  go?"  '  Our  demands  — 
I   Ulai  chair,  a  tape  recorder,  a  lew 
pictures  —  are  minimal. 
8/ Body  Politic 


The  ever-obliging 

Mr  Crisp 

The  Naked  Civil  Servant  is  eager  to  please. 
But  always,  somehow,  on  his  own  terms. 

by  Rick  Bebout 


n  Gay  News  you  say  that 
1  "People  are  not  tor  leaching,  they  are 
not  tor  improving,  they  are  nol  tor  ruling. 
\  They  are  for  wallowing  in." 

i      Yes,  that's  right,  lhal  is  exactly  as  it 
Should  be.  For  some  people,  it  is  easiest 
to  keep  whal  seems  a  desirable  stale  of 
affairs  going  by  pushing  people  around 
inlo blocks.  This  I  resisted,  and  il  Is 
miraculous  thai  I've  slayed  alive.  I 
suppose  I'm  among  the  people  who 
dispose  ol  their  affection  in  breadlh 
raiher  than  in  depth.  I  can!  imagine 
making  my  life  over  lo  some  one  person; 
I  try  to  be,  as  it  were,  infinitely  available. 
A  woman  on  television  asked  two 
people  all  the  questions  you're 
supposed  to  ask  two  homosexuals,  and 
ihen  inquired  whether  it  was  true  Ihat 


Mosr  people  would  lust  as  soon  stay 
alive  on  everybody  else's  terms,  it 
necessary,  wouldn't  Ihey?  And  that's 
what  you  didn't  do. 

Well,  il  is  quile  true  that  I  didn't  do  it, 
but  I  can'i  quile  explain  why.  II  Involved 
me  in  various  things  that  were  nol  at  all 
praiseworthy  I  made  a  protest  largely 
lor  my  own  sake  To  live  is  lo  revolt. 
That  was  behind  a  lot  ot  what  you  were 
doing,  wasn't  it?  That  conscious  desire 
lo  say  thai  you  were  there  and  that 
people  couldn  't  ignore  your  existence? 

Well,  the  real  desire  was  to  warn 
people  The  humiliating  circumstances 


you've  actually  spoken,  and  quite 
calmly,  very  llltle  happens.  The  gay 
movement  has  this  dream  lhal  I  was  a 
militant  Now  I'm  able  lo  say,  you've 
seen  Ihe  program,  you  know  I'm  not 
You've  seen  a  whole  program  an  hour 
and  a  half  long  in  which  someone  says 
"II  you  like  ..  Very  well..  Whatever  you 
say  "  How  can  anyone  persist  in  saying 
that  I'm  a  militant? 


There  was  one  thing  in  The  Naked  Civil 
Servant  Ihat  troubled  me  You  were 
talking  about  having  been  beaten  up  in 
the  street  and  you  say  that  it  your 
attackers'  aim  was  togel  you  toaccept 
their  superiority  then  the  brawl  was  a 
complete  waste  ot  lime,  because  you 
already  did.  You  say  that  you  regarded 


two  men  lind  it  difficult  to  have  a 
lasting  relationship  together.  They  both 
immediately  embarked  upon  a  very 
articulate  explanation  of  the  lorces  thai 
keep  married  couples  together  and  that 
work  against  gay  couples  Neither  of 
them  said.  'Madam!  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  due  loour  temperment  and  the 
view  thai  Ihe  world  has  of  us,  wehave 
escaped  torever  trom  the  damp  dark 
prison  ot  eternal  love!"  Neither  ot  mem 
said  that!  I  think  homosexuality  can  be 
creative  in  this  sense  Those  who  have  a 
creative  view  of  society  can  use  it  more 
freely  if  they're  outsiders,  If  they're 
looking  at  Ihings  Irom  without. 
However,  it  is  important  loget  people  fo 
see  that  though  you  claim  to  be 
different,  you  do  not  claim  lo  be  belter. 
Do  you  claim  lo  be  worse? 

I  accept  Ihat  I'm  more  inadequate,  I 
don't  think  this  is  pan  ol  being  gay,  I 
think  it's  pan  of  being  me.  I  am  totally 
useless  and  always  have  been.  When  I 
was  a  child  my  ambition  was  to  be  a 
chronic  invalid.  And  tor  this  1  had  a 
certain  flair.  But,  of  course,  my  parents 
decided  that  it  wouldn't  do  as  a  career 
because  il  would  be  loo  expensive. 
Now,  I  could  gel  a  grant' 

But  you  haven't  really  been  useless.  You 
have  provided,  tor  some  people  anyway, 
an  example  ot  one  way  to  be  in  Ihe 
world  as  a  homosexual  without  hiding 

Yes.  But  I  must  be  careful  not  to  say 
that  I  am  in  the  nalure  ol  a  pioneer  I 
think  1  did  what  I  couldn't  help  doing. 


in  which  I  existed  lor  sixty  years  were 
slill  beller  than  a  more  humiliating 
situation  in  which  I  might  have  heard 
people  say,  "If  I'd  known,  I  would  never 
have  lei  him  into  the  house."  Now  Ihls 
would  have  been,  for  me,  more  worrying. 
Why  would  thai  have  worried  you  more? 

Because  then  I  would  have  had  my 
whole  lite  on  false  pretenses.  I  would 
have  had  employment,  hospitality  and 
friendship  that  were  really  meant  lor 
somebody  else  of  the  same  name. 

So  you  were  saying  that  people  had  to 
accept  you  or  not  accept  you  on  Ihe 
basis  o!  what  you  clearly  were. 

That's  right.  It  was  all  a  leper's  bell. 
And  il  worked.  They  did  say,  "He's  got 
leprosy,  we  won't  speak  to  him.  we 
won't  employ  him,"  And  (hat's  line. 
They  have  the  right  lo  do  this. 
Buf  lo  what  extent?  To  the  extent  that 
you  can  'I  live  your  lite?  You  did  have  lo 
eai.  to  have  a  job  and  live  somewhere, 

Yes,  that  was  part  of  it  I  wanted  lo  be 
seen  to  be  someone  having  to  live.  I 
wanted  to  be  seen  going  lo  the  laundry 
and  collecting  my  clothes  and  going  to 
the  restaurant  and  eating.  And  I  tried  to 
accommodate  ihe  world  as  best  I  could, 
I've  actually  sat  on  busses  where  people 
would  move  away  and  I've  said,  "II  you 
like.  I  will  get  out  at  the  next  slop,  but 
even  people  like  me  cannot  walk 
everywhere." 
What  was  ihe  reaction0 

They  were  absolutely  stunned  Once 


"all  heterosexuals,  however  low,  as 
superior  to  any  homosexual,  however 
noble." 

Well  yes,  I  think  we  have  to  accept,  as 
gracefully  as  possible,  the  Idea  of  being 
a  minority,  and  never  adopl  attitudes 
lhaj  are  militant.  Students  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics  once  said 
thai  Ihey  had  not  ruled  out  Ihe  idea  ot 
force  as  a  means  ol  getting  whal  they 
wanted.  Now.  it  force  were  lo  be  used 
on  both  sides,  a  square  mile  around  Ihe 
school  would  be  cleared,  the  army 
would  be  broughl  in,  and  every  student 
would  die  Thai  is  the  ultimate  use  of 
force.  Some  ol  the  police  and  some  ol 
ihe  soldiers  and  some  civilians  might 
die  as  well,  but  every  student  would  die 
So.  when  you  say  lhal  we  haven't  ruled 
out  the  use  of  force,  you  are  relying  on 
the  benignity  ot  the  instilutions  that  you 
are  criticizing.  They  will  always  have 
more  force. 

Couldn't  you  be  militant  without 
resorting  to  torce?  Isn't  it  a  matter  ot 
tactics'? 

Yes,  perhaps  it's  only  a  degree,  how 
militant  shall  we  be1*  But  certainly  a 
greal  deal  of  marching  and  proiesling  is 
a  mistake  Protesting  in  London  is  now 
a  fad.  il  bacon  is  tuppence  dearer  in  the 
local  supermarket,  "We  will  march1'1 
This Isabsoiute nonsense  All  lhal 
happens  is  ihat  the  police  gel  angrier 
and  angrier  ai  having  their  tree  time 
taken  up  by  whal  they  see  as  worthless. 
You're  only  annoying  the  world, 


FEATURES 


Television  is  a  sanctifying 
element.  It  is  the  only  medium 
I  can  think  of  by  means  of 
which  you  could  become  a  virgin. 


We  break,  allowing  Quern in  Cnsp 
to  look  around  Ihe  office  and 
see  whai  we  do  ("Whenever  I  do 
any  of  these  public  things  I  try  lo  gel 
Others  lo  speak  to  me  as  well,  otherwise 
It's  very  boring  for  them,  lo  not  be  able  lo 
say. 'What  rubbish  this  is!'  ")  The  Cana- 
dian Gay  Archives  please  him;  he  auto- 
graphs Ihe  collection  s  copy  of  The  Naked 
Civil  Servant.  Gerald  asks  him  to 
1  pose  lor  a  (ew  more  lormal  photographs 
I  and  il  is  then  that  the  Hie  class  model. 
'  Ihe  actor  in  character,  comes  out  —  it  is 

ihe  grand  manner  indeed,  with  a 
'  haughty  gaze  down  into  Ihe  camera 
,  lens  "Did  you  realize.  Mr  Crisp,"  Gerald 

asks,  "that  you  were  in  a  nest  ol 
1  militants?" 

He  simply  smiles, 


Ouentin  Crisp,  ol  course,  annoyed  the 
world  tor  years.  Crowds  following  along 
the  street  would  become  so  thick  that 
those  at  the  back  were  not  even  able  to 
see  whalthe attraction  was  More  than 
once  the  police  intervened,  Crisp 
reports,  lighting  theirway  through  to 
him.  "And  they'd  say.  'Oh.  it's  you 
again,'  and  then  turn  back  to  the  crowd 
and  shoul,  Its  nothing,  go  home,  it's 
nothing'  —  rather  tnsulting.  really  " 

He  still  does  it.  The  reactions  are  not 
as  great  now,  but  they're  still  there. 
Two  ol  us  are  to  go  to  lunch  with  him 
and  Sharon  Budd,  the  representative 
I'om  Collins  Publishers.  Ms  Budd 
suggests  Ihe  CN  Tower. 

The  setting  could  have  been  so  sci-ii. 
The  Tower  is  instead  relentlessly 
suburban  shopping  mall /midway  —  it's 
Thanksgiving  Day,  we've  lorgotten.  the 
place  is  packed.  Here  we  see  that 
Ouentin  Crisp  has  not  lost  the  power  to 
attract  attention.  People  no  longer 
follow,  but  their  eyes  still  do.  We  pass 
two  toughs,  one  agog,  Ihe  other 
oblivious  The  first  (abs  the  second, 
'Get  this  gel  this  get  this"  —  and  he 
gels  it.  Crisp  sails  through  II  all.  "I 
learned  to  look  at  no  one  without 
invitation,  lo  speak  to  no  one  until 
spoken  to  first.''  I  try  to  guess  whether 
he  notices  even  ihe  occasional  pretly 
boy;  trom  all  appearances  he  doesn't. 

Lunch  may  be  delayed  because  of  Ihe 
crowds  Ms  Budd  goes  to  check  while 
we  stand  looking  at  a  huge  array  ol  TV 
monitors  showing  just  whai,  at  that 
moment,  the  Tower  is  beaming  out. 


Lunch  at  the  CN  Tower  is  not  only 
delayed,  it's  cancelled.  There  isn't  time 
'  10  wait.  Ouentin  Criso  is  lo  be 
1  interviewed  at  2:00  by  Don  Harron  for 
CBC  radio.  ("If  you  wanl  toget  on  to 
television,  you  should  begin  with  radio. 
Make  sure  you  say  a  greal  deal  about 
i  how  you  look-..")  Ms  Budd  has  scouted 
I  Ihe  phone  listings  'or  something  fast 
\  and  simple  and  suggest  the  Courtyard 
I  Cafe,  (lam  templed  to  suggest  some- 
j  ihmg  simpler  still  —  anything  —  but  I 
■  resist.) 

|       The  Courtyard  is  loud  under  its 
;  massive  glass-and-sleel  canopy,  ringing 
!  oddly  like  similar  spaces  at  Ihe  CN 
|  Tower  Bui  Ihere  the  simplicity  was 
i  functional.  Here  it  is  chic  The  crowd  is 
I  different  too,  there  are  no  reactions 
'   here,  none  at  least  thai  are  obvious.  Mr 
I  Crisp's  coat  is  politely  taken  and  we  are 
seated.  The  woman  beside  us  displays. 
j   by  ihe  preferred  angle  of  her  hand,  a 
i  large  diamond  These  people  can  afford 

lo  tolerate  one  odd  man  in  their  midst 
I   They  are  on  their  own  turl  and  have  been 
taught,  alter  all,  not  to  gel  ruffled. 
• 
I    Do  you  ttiink  people  are  afraid  ol  you? 


Well,  when  the  law  was  about  to  be 
changed  in  England  in  Ihe  late  sixties 
there  was  a  woman  who  came  onlo 
television  and  said,  "Bui  once  you've 
done  thai,  Ihey  will  be  everywhere '"She 
was  really  frightened. 


Has  your  Me  been  changed  by  the 
television  program'' 

Since  ihe  film  was  made  I've  really 
gone  on  wllh  my  life  in  exactly  Ihe  same 
way,  saying  Ihe  same  things,  working  in 
the  same  job  —  I  still  work  as  a  model. 
But  television  is  a  sanctifying  element. 
It  is  the  only  medium  f  can  think  of  by 
means  ol  which  you  could  become  a 
virgin.  II  doesn'l  matter  what  you  do.  In 
my  own  case,  everyone  who  has  seen 
thai  program  has  seen  a  saga  ol  human 
depravity.  Bui  ihis  does  nol  mean  thai 
people  avoid  me  or  casl  down  their 
eyes.  Instead,  they  cross  over  Ihe  road 
at  the  risk  ol  their  own  lives  in  order  lo 
say.  "I  saw  you  on  Ihe  telly."  And  they 
never  say,  "What  the  hell  do  you  Ihink 
you're  doing?" 

Even  ihe  vie  de  Boheme  has  ils 
snobbery.  I  went  to  a  pub,  one 
where  I've  been  in  danger  lor  a 
lifetime  ol  being  lurned  oul,  and  the 
man  behind  ihe  bar  came  oul  and  look 
my  hand  and  in  French  said.  "Oh, 
welcome  Mr  Crisp,  make  yourself  at 
home."  And  I  said,  "You'll  have  to  start 
all  over  now  because  t  don't  understand 
any  French."  You  see,  it  was  all  only 
because  I'd  been  on  television.  It's  all 
been  sanctified. 
It s  all  been  made  safe,  hasn'tit0 

Because  it  has  all  been  said  it  is 
already  safer,  yes.  This  is  the  wonderful 
thing  about  television;  once  it's  been 
said  and  been  seen,  everyone  will  know 
II.  There  will  be  no  danger  anymore.  This 
1  look  forward  to. 
Should  we  all  go  on  television,  then? 

Everybody  should  go  on  lo  television. 
This  is  absolutely  essential  Wherever  I 
go.  this  I  say  keep  a  diary,  write  a  book, 
go  on  lo  television.  And  you  will  lind  you 
are  redeemed  —  no  mailer  whai  has 
happened 


No.  The  feeling  was:  lor  the  moment 
we're  at  leasl  safe.  Wherever  they  are, 
they're  in  cellars  where  we  can't  see 
tnem.  But  supposing  they  come  out  inlc 
the  streets? 


No,  I  didn't,  that's  true.  I  wanted  to  be 
in  the  world  at  almosl  any  price.  I  didn't 
want  to  stay  by  myself 


I  doubt  whether  anyone  has  any  rights. 
After  all,  you  fall  out  ol  you  mother's 
womb,  crawl  across  open  country  and 
Mop  into  your  grave.  Where  do  your 
fights  come  from?  We  live  by  our 
concessions.  I  try  to  remember  every 
day  thai  I  live  by  kind  permission  of  the 
universe. 

But  can't  you  say  that  you  live  by  right 
ol  the  tact  that  you  exist  and  that  you 
are  going  to  carve  oul  a  piece  ol  that 
universe  lor  yourself  ^ 

Well,  I  think  we  should  never  be  heard 
saying  it,  though  it's  hard  not  to  think  it. 
But  nobody  has  the  right  to  exisl.  You 
lust  do.  and  you  cling  on  while  you  can. 
As  soon  as  you  start  claiming  rights  out 
of  theair,  that's  when  it  gels  difficult. 
Do  you  understand  that'' 
Yes.  /  do.  but  all  around  you  there  are 
people  claiming  rights  oul  ol  the  air  by 
virtue  ol  the  power  they  have  to  do  it  I 
think  that's  what  you  meant  when  you 
talked  about  the  superiority  of 
heterosexuals  —  not  that  they  are 
superior  inherently.  Out  that  they  have 
the  right  to  do  what  Ihey  want  in  the 
world  because  they  have  the  power  to 
force  that  right, 

That's  right,  yes.  The  world  belongs 
to  them. 


Doesn't  any  of  it  belong  to  you? 


We  say  our  goodbyes  outside  the 
restauranl.  Quentin  Crisp  is  whisked  oil 
lo  Ihe  CBC,  alter  that  ihere  is  a  book 
signing  and  from  there,  other 
interviews  Wednesday  he  would  be  In 
New  York  "to  toll  ai  the  feel"  ol  a 
producer  who  is  thinking  ol  making  The 
Naked  Civil  Servant  into  a  musical.  By 
now  I  see  why  it  could  become  one.  why 
il  could  be  a  film,  why  Quentin  Crisp, 
unlike  most  ol  us,  could  indeed  get  on 
lo  television  Quenlin  Crisp  will  not 
offend.  Ouentin  Crisp  is  sale. 

"It  is  all  a  favour...  I  live  by  kind 
permission  of  the  universe."  No  need  to 
ask  whose  universe,  or  how  brutal  it  can 
be  and  still  be  "kind."  The  other  cheek 
has  been  turned  and  turned  and  lurned 
and  there  will  never  be  any  other 
reaction. 

Maybe  We  asked  him  whether  he  was 
glad,  considering  his  views  on 
militancy,  lo  have  seen  Ihe  gay 
movement  develop  at  all  "Oh  yes,"  he 
said,  "I  thought  it  was  marvellous.  If 
(here's  anyone  in  the  world  who  can't 
step  oul  Ihe  door  without  tailing  over 
the  lacl  lhal  he's  homosexual,  then  the 
answer  is:  Now  there  is  someone  I  can 
ring  up,  now  there  is  somewhere  I  can 
go.  II  ihere  had  been  a  place  like  that 
anywhere  when  I  was  18  or  19.  /  would 
have  run  all  the  way. " 

But  there  wasn't.  Instead,  Ouentin 
Crisp  faced  Ihe  world  alone,  forced  at 
every  turn  lo  submit  to  ihe  straight 
world's  power.  He  shies  away  from  Ihe 
use  ol  force  because  he  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  its  application.  Il  hurts. 
(  He  has  spent  a  lifetime  ducking  the 
blow,  evading  the  confrontation:  "II  you 
wish.,..  Whatever  you  say  ..." 

Is  it  possible  thai  all  of  this  has  left 
him  wilh  nothing  more  than  a  lukewarm 
desire  lobe  "nice"? 

At  the  end  of  The  Naked  Civil  Servant. 
his  "obituary  in  serial  form  with  the  lasl 
installment  missing,"  he  answers;  "By 
constituting  mysell  Ihe  one  among  the 
many  I  had  provoked  the  worst 
behaviour  in  others.  Wilh  this  I  felt 
compelled  lo  deal  politely.  This  wrought 
no  change  in  the  character  of  my 
enemies,  but  caused  the  total 
disintegration  ol  my  own." 

He  asks  himself  what  he  has  missed 
Love  and  fame  are  written  olf  in  a  few 
words.  But:  "Power  is  what  I  craved 
most  ravenously  .  I  wanled  dominion 
over  others  in  order  to  redress  ihe 
balance.  A  lifetime  of  being  constantly 
at  the  mercy  ol  others  lefl  me  crushed 
and  seething  with  a  desire  for  tyranny  " 

Earlier  in  the  day  he  had  joked  about  a 
paper  he  had  to  sign  in  order  toget 
permission  to  enter  the  United  Stales  It 
was  a  promise  that  he  would  not 
attempt  to  overthrow  the  government,  n 
Body  Politic/9 
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In  July,  Canada's  women s-magazine-ol- 
t  he-decade.  Chatelaine,  published  an 
arlicte  —  "Gay  Women;  A  Minority  Re- 
port," It  tried  to  evoke  liberal  sympathy 
from  readers  by  convincing  them  thai 
lesbians  are  "normal,"  by-and-large 
discreet,  and  really  harmless.  (It  you  can 
overlook  what  it  is  that  makes  us 
lesbians,  that  is.) 

In  August,  every  dyke's  favourite  pub- 
licalion,  Vogue,  oul-did  them  with  an 
article  entitled:  "Who's  Atrald  of 
Lesbian  Sen?"  The  answer  couldn't  be 
more  obvious.  Vogue  is  The  article  was 
the  usual  thinly  disguised  Freudian  crap 
with  an  exlra-liberal  plea  for  "open- 
mindedness."  What,  alter  ail,  could  be 
wrong  with  assuring  one's  readers  that, 
if  they  are  careful,  they  can  enjoy  the  tit- 
i  nation  of  fantasizing  about  or  maybe 
even  experimenting  with  lesbian  sex 
without  jeopardizing  their  sacred, 
"normal"  heterosexuallty?lf  Vogue 
happens  to  capitalize  on  the  sensation- 
alism of  it,  well,  that's  jusl  good 
business  sense. 

More  predictable  than  these  (wo 
offenders  (and  more  offensive!  was  Ihe 
sexploitation  mag,  Penthouse.  In 
September  il  published  a  spread  depict- 
ing what  is  alleged  to  be  lesbian  sex. 
This  number  is  mandatory  every  three  or 
four  monihs.  It's  the  best  PR  they  ever 
get. 

And  the  daily  press,  at  least  here  in 
Toronto,  is  only  too  willing  to  co-operate 
in  creating  the  necessary  media 
tempest.  After  all.  they  too  profit  from 
coverage  ol  the  "sensational."  It's  hard 
to  say  which  was  worse:  Penthouse's 
exploitation  of  our  lives  for  straight 
male  kicks,  or  Ihe  press,  in  its  hetero- 
sexual arrogance,  protesting  on  the 
grounds  that  this  was  "too  kinky"  or 
"something  the  average  Canadian 
wouldn't  want  his  teenage  daughier 

Mr.  Scott  Young,  a  Globe  and  Mail 
columnist,  decided  to  grab  his  readers' 
atlention  with  Ihe  quip  (quoted  from 
another  source,  of  course)  "What  do 
they  do  in  bed.  anyway?"  Mr  Young 
demonstrated  just  how  thoroughly 
liberal  he  is  by  proclaiming  that 
lesbians  are  really  human  beings  who 
deserve  to  be  treated  just  like  everyone 
else.  Provided  we  are  indistinguishable 
from  everyone  else,  that  is.  He  serves  up 
a  Iriendly  lecture  about  keeping  our 
mouths  shut  aboul  Ihe  more  "sordid" 
aspects  ol  our  lives  —  like  whom  we 
happen  lo  love,  and  why  we  are  without 
human  rights  Especially  in  the 
presence  of  children,  you  understand. 
(We  don't  know  enough  aboul  "It"  lo  be 
sure  "it"  isn'l  contagious.) 

Ever  heard  of  a  slraighl  murder?  Or 
even  a  husband  or  wife  murder?  The 
Toronio  press  has  coined  a  new  con- 
cept, that  ol  "lesbian  murder."  They  are 
probably  not  Ihe  first  or  only  media  to 
do  so.  but  tome  Ihey  are  Ihe  most 
immediate  A  case  of  whal  Ihe  courts 
have  judged  to  be  manslaughter 


occurred  in  Kingston.  Ontario  It 

t  least  one  of 
whom  is  a  lesbian.  It  was  a  tragic  incid- 
ent, involving  two  unfonunate  indi- 
viduals wilh  little  apparent 
1  comprehension  of  the  implications  of 
[  whal  eilher  of  them  was  doing  If  such  a 

situation  had  involved  a  heterosexual 
'  couple,  it  would  probably  have  been  re- 
|  ported  this  way.  It  would  not  have  been 
i  called  a  "heterosexual  murder." 
J      While  a  recent  issue  of  Ms  contained 
I  an  excellent  article  detailing  the 
'  lessons  of  Dade  County,  nothing  has 
j  appeared  lately  that  deals  specifically 
i  with  lesbians.  The  odd  token  article  is 
not  enough.  Publications  like  Ms  tend 
\  simply  lo  overlook  us  most  Of  the  time. 
Lesbian  invisibility  is  a  big  pan  ol  our 
image  problem  —  how  much  easier  and 
safer  lor  them  if  they  can  pretend  lhal 
i  wedon't  exist. 
j       Developing  our  own  media  is 

essential.  If  we  have  to  slarl  wilh  a 
I  mimeographed  quarterly  like  Lesbian 
Canada  Lesbienne' .  that's  where  we 
have  to  starl .  Some  organizations  are 
fortunate  enough  to  have  monthly  news- 
letters, in  Toronto  a  small  donation  will 
keep  the  LOOT  newsletter"  going,  and 
arriving  in  your  mail  box  every  month  or 
so  A  lot  of  thought  and  hard  work  goes 
into  Lesbian  Tide'  from  Los  Angeles. 
There  aie  other  media  outlets  that 
shouldbelhoughlolasoursandput  lo 
their  fullest  use.  The  Body  Politic  needs 
'  women  to  contribute  news,  reviews, 
features,  ideas.  The  Saskatoon 
Women's  Liberation  newsletter,  Prairie 
Woman,  agreed  at  Ihe  national  gay  con- 
I  ference  lo  compile  and  publish  infor- 
1  malion  of  interest  lo  lesbian  and 
!  teminist  artisls.  There  are  other  feminist 
l  publications  such  as  Upstream,  from 
I  Ottawa,  Edmonton's  Branching  Out, 
and  Northern  Woman,  from  Thunder 
Bay  lhat  would  probably  appreciate  les- 
j  bian  contributors  and  readers  from 
|  other  parts  of  the  country. 
!      8ut  while  asserting  ourselves  in  our 
I  own  sympathetic  media  may  make  us  a 

more  cohesive  community,  it  is  not 
i  enough.  We  must  have  a  higher  profile 

in  the  ugly,  amorphous  mess  of  the 
I  straight  establishment  pressand 
broadcast  media.  We  must,  as  much  as 
possible,  sei  our  own  lerms  when  we 
,  deal  with  ihem.  We  have  to  counteract 
centuries  of  invisibility  We  have  to  re- 
spond to  Iheir  every  slight,  however 
siighi  it  may  seem. 

The  lesbian  Image  is  not  going  to 
change  until  we  decide  to  change  it. 
And  we  must  There  are  many  more 
,  lesbians  "out  Ihere"  lhan  any  of  us 
realize,  and  the  contact  these  women 
will  have  with  Iheir  own  community  de- 
pends on  that  community's  eflons  to 
break  through  their  isolation. 

It  is  the  truth  about  us  — our  real 
faces,  the  reality  ol  our  lives  —  that  the 
mass  media  lear  so  much.  That  truth  is 
;  a  powerful  weapon  We  should  use  it. 
by  Chris  Bearchell 
Lesbian  Canada  Lesbienne  is  avail- 
I  !  able  from  APPLE,  44  Arlington  Ave.. 
■\  Halifax.  NS.B3N2A1  The  LOOT 
|    newsletter  can  be  yours  it  you  drop  a 
'  ■  line  to:  LOOT,  342Jarvis  St.,  Toronto.      ' 
ON.  M4Y2G6  Lesbian  Tideisavail         | 
I  able  tor  $6  a  year  from  Tide  Publi- 
cations. 8855  Caiiaragus  Ave.  Los 
Angeles.  CA  90034.  USA. 
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To  understand  Ferron's  music 
you  have  to  listen... 


by  Keith  Maillard 


The  woman  on  the  stage  is  a  lesbian;  the 
central  fact  of  her  life,  so  deeply  necessary  to 
who  she  is  and  what  she's  doing  that  she 
doesn't  bother  to  elaborate  on  it,  summarizi  ng  with 
the  flat  statement:  "I've  always  been  with  women." 

Her  name  is  Ferron  now,  but  that's  not  what  is 
written  on  her  birth  certificate.  Like  Don  Juan... 


OUR  IMAGE 


(he  Yaqui  sfuman.  she's  always  erasing 

,  her  personal  history  lo arrive  under  Ihe 
lights  wllh  her  guitar  to  sing  about  who 
she  happens  to  be  right  now  Oil f  tcuK, 
thorny,  stubborn,  tough  —  Ihe 
ad|eclives  could  be  strung  forever,  only 
true  II  as  conlradictory  as  she  is 
herself  —  engaging,  warm,  brilliant, 
profoundly  lunny  She  has  that  electric 
quality  expressed  by  Ihe  overworked 
word  charisma,  yet  she  can  also  enter 
silently  with  watchful  eyes.  As  a  lesbian 
singer  and  songwriter,  she's  already  a 
;  legend  in  Vancouver,  and  she's 
:  produced  her  own  record,  friends  are 
selling  llal  the  door 

Kitsilano  House  is  packed,  It's 
difficult  to  imagine  how  any  more 
people  could  be  squeezed  in.  The 
I  audience  consists  largely  of  lesbian 
women,  but  there  are  straight  women  as 
well,  and  a  handful  of  men,  both  straight 
I  and  gay.  The  ambiance  is  friendly  but 
|  not  exactly  comfortable  There  are  men 
here  because  Ferrort  has  insisted  that  it 
should  bean  "open"  concert,  and  she's 
already  drawing  flak  lor  H.  She  pauses 
between  songs  to  look  out  and  say,  I'm 
gladtoseemen here  tonight  t  think 
when  women  are  alone  together.,,  we 
sing  to  comfort  each  other  But  I've 
been  hearing  my  voice  come  back  lo 
I  me,  and  it  sounds  angry.  Well,  I  Btn 
I  angry.  I'm  angry  al  a  world  lhat  won't  lel 
me  be  what  I  want  to  be...  and  I  think  it's 
j  good  lhat  you  should  hear  It."  She's 
more  lhan  an  entertainer  she's  sand- 
'  paper  lo  raw  nerve  ends.  She  doesn't 
hide  either  anger  or  pain,  allowing 
emotion  to  How  Ireely  into  her  voice, 
and  Ihe  Intenslly  at  limes  seems 
unbearable.  Bui  her  gilt  loan  audience, 
ultimately,  is  healing.  It's  Impossible 
not  lo  hear  Ihe  resilient  strength  in  her 
work,  the  stubborn  determination,  In 
spile  of  whatever  difficulty  or  anguish, 

"I  hate  labels,"  she  says,  and  by 
\  going  her  own  way  manages  lo  offend 
nearly  everybody  at  least  some  of  the 
time.  She  refuses  lo  limit  her  audience. 
Her  work  is  pniended  immediately,  of 
course,  lor  lesbian  women,  but  extends 
outward  Irom  that  centre  like  ripples 
Irom  a  stone,  lo  Ihe  wider  gay  com- 
munity, and  then  finally  lo  whatever  part 
of  the  straight  world  is  ready  to  listen. 
Her  songs  are  offered  in  the  same  spirit 
with  which  William  Carlos  Williams 
wrote  his  poelry:  "lor  whomever  wants 

She's  political  but  can  never  fully 
trust  any  given  ideology,  her  eyes  sharp 
tor  absurdities  and  contradictions  Sit- 
ting one  night  in  a  leftist  coflee  house, 
watching  people  dance  to  III  ties  rock, 
I  she  says,  amazement  in  her  voice, 
!  "Look  at  them!  Gay  women  and  gay 
|  men.  Feminists.  Gestail  people. 


Political  people  And  what  are  they 
dancing  lo"1  'Good  goilv.  Mlia  ■'■' 
you  really  know  how  lo  ball.' Oon't  they 
know  what  they're  doing?  Don't  they 
listen  to  the  words?'' 
i      To  understand  whai  Ferron  s  doing. 
you  have  to  listen  to  Ihe  words 

She's  been  writing  and  performing 
her  own  songs  now  lor  Six  years  isince 


welfare,  and  Children's  Aid,  and  foster 
homes,  and,  ol  course,  Ihe  sexual 

ambiguity 

Utile  girts  m  Iheir  dresses  and 
Boys  in  their  guns  and 
!        Melnsomecenireiust  silting. 

I'm  neither  Ihe  other  nor  neither  Ihis 

one. 
And  I  lee'  like  a  poem  hall  written. * 


I  and  sudden 

I       Slender  wet  branches  and  mist  on 

the  skyline, 
I'm  trying  to  llnd  my  way  home 
But  the  home  she's  trying  to  llnd  Is  no 
longer  Richmond  (where  she's  now  a 
stranger),  but  Ihe  only  home  thai  never 
fails: 

Go  inward,  go  inward,  go  deep  where 


FerTon  watches,  her  eyes  sharp  for  absurdities  and  contradictions.  Sitting 
one  night  watching  people  dance  to  filties  rock,  she  says,  "Look  at 
them*  Gay  women  and  gay  men.  Feminists.  Gestalt  people.  Politi- 
cal people.  And  what  are  they  dancing  to?  'Good  Golly,  Miss 
Molly...  you  really  know  how  to  ball.'  Don'l  they  know 
what  they're  doing?  Don't  they  listen  to  the  words?" 


she  was  nineteen).  In  March  of  this  year 
she  released  her  own  privately  produced 
record.  Alter  weeks  of  experimenting  in 
the  studio,  she  recorded  Ihe  entire  final 
take  In  one  session  lasting  Irom  noon 
unlil  one  in  the  morning  For  a  low- 
budget  production,  the  sound  quality  is 
surprisingly  good,  and  as  an  intro- 
duction to  Ferrons  work,  the  record  Is  a 
stunning  achievement.  The  fifteen 
songs  are  a  well-chosen  sample  of  her 
material,  her  earliest  lo  her  most  recent, 
both  her  vocal  and  guitar  work  sound 
assured  and  authoritative,  and  she  pro- 
|ects  her  poetry  with  warmth  and  im- 
mediacy as  though  singing  to  friends. 
And  perhaps  now,  as  the  record  begins 
ihe  slow  process  of  making  its  way  in 
the  world,  strangers  in  distant  cities 
might  begin  to  say  what  some  of  us  here 
in  Vancouver  have  t>een  saying  (or  some 
time  now:  Ferron  may  Just  turn  out  to  be 
one  of  the  best  and  most  important 
songwriters  in  North  America. 

She  grew  up  in  Richmond,  British 
Columbia  "I  don't  want  to  talk  about 
thai  now,"  she  told  me,  "except  losay 
thai  being  poor  doesn't  Just  mean  not 
having  material  things.  The  people  who 
are  emotionally  starving  are  the  people 
who  are  poor  My  lamily  was  poor."  And 
she  was  too  bright,  her  emotional  equip- 
ment was  loo  complex.  Even  then, 
those  watchful  eyes  must  have 
bothered  Ihe  adults  around  her  who 
could  not  understand  a  child's  treason- 
ous, unslated  assessments.  Ferron  has 
always  lived  close  to  craziness.  And 


She  grew  into  an  uneasy  adolescence 
in  which  she  discovered  thai  she  s 
woman  who  loved  other  women  Ahout 
an  early  song,  "Who  Loses,"  She  said, 
"People  always  think  it's  a  lesbian  love 
song.  And  it  is.,.  But  when  1  wrote  it, 
there  wasn't  any  Louise  in  my  lile  1  had 
lo  make  her  up.  And  she  was  me  loo,  of 
course;  she  was  my  struggle  against 
letting  mysell  be  what  I  was." 

Some  loving  is  torture; 

It  seems  ours  is  nol  the  way  ... 

Oh,  Louise,  I'm  going  to  leave  you 

You  bring  me  lo  my  knees. 

You  only  grieve  me  now  .. 

Faking  everything  don't  make  it  fine. 

Take  everything,  but  don't  take  my 
time. 

"I  see  my  early  songs  as  an  incredible 
romantic  tale  of  woe,"  she  says.  But 
they're  more  lhan  lhat  —  pain  going  on 
and  on  unlil  there's  nothing  left  but  raw, 
ringing  nerves  exposed  lo  the  edges  of 
the  world,  the  words  polished  to  an 
adamantine  simplicity  sharp  as  a 
Japanese  haiku: 

And  I'm  goddamned  sad. 

Feeling  green  and  bad. 

Can't  remember  whal  I  had  to  give 
you. 

Ferron  moves  through  a  world  of 
shitting  relationships,  angelic  and 
demonic  voices,  prophetic  dreams, 

from  outer  space.  Like  Orphee  in 
Cocteau's  film,  she's  always  tuning  in 
the  mysterious  messages  that  arrive 
across  a  band  of  social  static.  Her  own 
shaman istic  powers  come  and  go  un- 
expectedly Showing  off  toafriend  in  a 
bar,  she  suddenly  discovers  thai  she 
can  tell  Ihe  occupations  of  three 
strangers  merely  by  touching  their 
hands.  Later,  earth-bound  again,  she 
can't  understand  how  she  did  il  In  her 
twenty-first  year,  Ihe  messages  become 
loo  dense  and  powerful  to  tolerate,  and 
she  withdraws  into  her  basement  room. 
There  she  lies  day  after  day,  the  grey 
Vancouver  light  filtering  past  her 
window,  seeing  no  one,  saying  nothing, 
going  deeper  into  the  dark  inner  cor- 
ridors, unlil  the  person  of  her  has  gone 
away,  nol  a  woman  any  longer,  not  even 
a  human  being,  only  a  set  Of  ears 
listening  10  the  murmuring  voices  rising 
from  beneath  the  dream  Time 
collapses.  The  ancient  voices  continue 
to  sing.  Later  she'll  know  that  they  were 
teaching  her  songs  sunk  deep  inlo  Ihe 
hislory  of  people  on  the  pianel  II  goes 
on  for  weeks,  until  a  friend  walks  in, 
forces  her  way  in,  and  says.  "What  the 
hell  are  you  doing  with  yoursell?" 
Ferron  emerges  to  lind  Ihe  world  sharp 


you  lie. 
You'll  find  you  a  kingdom  with  acres 

to  fly. 
Perron's  work  is  centered  in  the  word, 
Bui  unlike  others  who  are  poets  first 
and  musicians  second  (Leonard  Cohen 
or  Patti  Smith),  she  is  a  genuine  singer. 
Her  voice  is  a  resonant  lenor,  con- 
sciously direct  and  lorcelul  without  any 
attempt  al  prettiness,  produced  in  her 
chest  like  lhal  of  a  blues  singer,  rising 
occasionally  tor  special  ellecl  into  a 
penetratingly  nasal  upper  register  She 
plays  a  small,  sleel-strung  Guirian,  Her 
early  material  is  flat-picked  country 
style,  her  more  recent  songs  tinger- 
picked.  Her  musicianship  (which  is  con- 
siderable) is  self-taught,  she  barely 
reads  music  and  has  had  only  a 
rudimentary  brush  with  traditional 
theory.  She  works  slowly,  building  up  a 
song  over  hundreds  of  repetitions  and 
small  changes  until  she  is  satisfied  lhat 
it  is  finished.  She  solves  problems  of 
voice  leading  and  bass  movement  in  the 
best  way  possible  —  in  her  ears. 

Country-western  is  the  music  of 
Ferron's  childhood,  and  even  though  in 
Ihe  last  tew  years  her  work  has  moved 
in  olher  directions,  she  still  returns 
occasionally  to  pan  that  old  river  and 
consistently  draws  up  fresh  nuggets. 
"Under  the  Weather,"  with  its  lilting 
melody  and  metrical  displacement,  is 
both  emphatically  country  and  brilliant- 
ly contemporary.  It's  the  best  example 
of  how  thoroughly  she's  mastered  Ihe 
country  idiom: 

And  I  light  asmoke. 

Gonna  see  the  lighter  side  of  this 

joke. 
Cause  1  just  ainl  satisfied. 
I'm  gonna  push  and  poke, 
And  maybe  things  will  be  all  right, 
Under  Ihe  weather  the  seasons  roll 

by. 
II  tonight  I  am  young,  then  tomorrow 

I'll  die  to  be 
Somebody's  shiver,  a  shuddering 

sigh... 
Bul  Ihe  main  line  of  ferron's  recent 
work  has  been  what,  I  suppose,  would 
i  have  to  be  called  "urban  folk"  —  rock- 
.  and-blues  tinted,  modaliy  flavoured,  al 
'  times  nearly  Renaissance  in  melodic 
:  movement,  and  Ihe  subject 
,  mailer  —  well,  the  eyes  still  see  too 
much,  and  she  forgels  nothing.  The 
i  field  she  moves  through  is  Lairg's,  the 
1  decipherment  of  human  connections.  In 
,  Ihe  bleak  and  powerful  "Dead  Men  and 
Lovers,"  the  narrative  voice  accuses  her 
friend; 
!       And  I  think  you  lied  with  me, 

Tried  to  be  something  you  weren't 
cut  out  lo  be. 
I      But,  by  the  next  verse,  she's  achieved 
an  appalling  sell -awareness: 
But  i  did  touch  you  deep, 
I       And  I  kept  you  from  sleep, 
And  I  taught  you  how  to  lie 
After  a  monih-iong  Gestalt  training 
'  group  lasl  year,  Ferron  said  "My  pas- 
'  sions  and  projections  onto  other 
people  have  become  so  embarrassingly 
noticeable  to  me  mat  i  can't  move 
hungrily  without  ben  Q  j  ware  and 
missing  steps  and  tripling  .  ,  like  child- 


OUR  IMAGE 


hood  in  a  way  I  regret  Ihe  transition,  (or 
even  now,  nothing  was  as  blissfully 
irresponsible  as  that  old  ignorance.*' 
Her  more  receni  songs  ollen  have  ihe 
reeling  ol  pulling  away  a  bandage  Irom  a 
wound  ■  Watch  how  she  talks,    she 
sings,  "a  war  child  in  shock  ' 

Ferron  can  never  (or get  what's  going 
on  beneath  ihe  polite  social  surface, 
she  knows  about  complicity.  "1  am 
hungry."  she  asks,  "how  are  you?' ' 

Bui  there  are  also  the  love  songs. 
tilled  with  heart -breakingly  accurate 

Afternoons  I'd  wail  lor  you  to 

Park  your  car  and  come  Inside. 

My  skin  would  tingle, 

And  we'd  drink  our  tea. 

You'd  tell  me  how  you  hide 

I  thought  every  word  you  spoke  was 

Meant  with  me  in  mind. 

Ferron's  is  a  multiform  personality. 
The  other  Side  ol  the  indrawn  writer 
working  alone  with  a  Cabalistic  and 
solitary  intensity  Is  a  sociable  public 
figure  moving  easily  through  circles  of 
hundreds  ol  friends  and  acquaintances. 
"I  think  being  a  lesbian,  a  writer,  and  a 
butterfly  is  a  trying  combination,"  she 
says,  "especially  with  my  ability  to 
remember"  But  trying  or  not.  she  does 

n  her  role  as  butterfly,  she  can 


reduce  a  roomtul  of  people  lo  helpless 
laughter.  Her  humour  is  often  bleak, 
based  on  ihe  tension  between  the  social 
mask  and  Ihe  reality  beneath  it.  Her  wit 
is  the  spark  thai  lumps  the  gap.  When 
we're  laughing  at  her  stones,  we  are,  of 
course,  laughing  at  ourselves,  reminded 
once  again  that  we're  all  in  it  together. 
She  isn't  as  funny  in  her  songs  as  she  is 
sitting  across  the  kitchen  table  over  a 
cup  ol  coffee,  but  there  is  humour  in  her 
music,  usually  wry  and  understated  as 
in  the  scene-shitting  first  lines  of 
"Bourbon  Street  Vision": 

It  was  summer,  and  evening,  that  fall 
of  my  life. 

I  was  even  too  weary  for  sarcasm. 
In  a  recent  song  she's  finally  come  lo 


the  point  where  she  can  poke  fun  at 
those  familiar  demons. 

Can  I  go  your  way  a  little  while? 

I've  got  these  monsters  coming 
single  file 

Oh,  no! 
:  The  words  "Oh.  no.  "are  delivered  with 
Ihe  wide-eyed  innocence  ol  a  cartoon 
character;  the  monsters,  arriving  on  Ihe 
stilt ly  limping  beat  of  her  guitar,  areas 
droll  as  Sendak  drawings,  large  and 
lumpish,  treading  on  each  other's  heels. 

Bui  even  with  that  broadly  expansive 
and  sociable  side.  Ferron  does  not  lind 
public  performance  easy.  The  songs 
were  never  meant  as  mere  entertain- 
ment, and  she  can't  sing  them  unless 
she  teels  them  Whal  she  asks  of  an 
audience  is  simple  and  difficult  —  that 
they  experience  what  she's  exper- 
ienced. She  understands  Grace  well 
enough  to  know  that  it  won't  always 
work  ("Sweet  power.  Don't  come  when 
you  heed  it,/  And  never  when  you  need 
it ..."),  but  when  the  people  are  with  her 
and  the  spirit  is  flowing  through  her.  her 
performances  are  electric.  Listen,  and 
you'll  hear  voices  rising  up  from  the 
bottom  of  the  dream  pool.  The  image  is 
an  ancient  one,  old  as  the  suppressed 
cults  of  the  Goddesses: 

Moon  quite  like  a  woman's  will 

In  phases  that  repeat ... 

"Oh,  roll  me  down  this  lonely  hill," 
she  sings,  "I'm  quite  prepared  to  spin." 
And  she's  prepared  to  do  more  than 
spin,  to  walk  into  uncharted  regions 
where  most  of  us  don'l  dare  to  go.  The 
underground  heresies  have  always 
taught  thai  the  world  is  terrifying  and 
dangerous  beyond  all  comprehension, 
and  Ferron  has  experienced  thai  terror 
and  danger  She  can  never  forget  ihe 
dilemma  she's  in,  the  dilemma  we're  all 
in.  In  "One  by  One"  she  sings 

Like  sun  lhal  bastes  the  outer  shell 

And  fans  Ihe  inner  soul 

This  ache  for  truth  deludes  to  hell, 

Yet  hints  at  being  whole. 

But  after  those  terrible  words,  she 
can  end  with  the  phrase,  repeated: 

My  love  is  warm  for  you. 

My  love  is  warm  for  you. 

She'll  always  come  back  to  be  "some- 
body's shiver,  a  shuddering  sigh,"  and 
to  sing  for  us  about  where  she's  been. 
We  need  her  work  because  she  refuses 
to  be  limited,  labeled,  put  in  a  box.  be- 
cause she  goes  on  stubbornly  singing 
what  she  has  to.  We  need  her  work 
because  it  is  healing  One  of  Ferron's 
shortest  songs  is  called  "The  Little 
Things";  it  begins  with  rivers  and  Irees, 
but  ends  up  with  a  new  sunrise  that  is 
both  frightening  and  beautiful.  Her 
prayer  is  for  all  of  us: 

And  I'm  praying  for  a  sunrise 

That'll  fireball  the  sky 

And  a  wind  to  blow  the  hairs  of 

Darkness  from  my  eyes.  D 
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EM.  Forster 

A  Life.  Volume  One 

P.N.  Furbank 

Seeker  &  Warburg,  1977.  $18.95 

What  a  sad,  tine,  ridiculous,  beautiful 
book  this  is.  No  dirty  bits:  ihe  closest 
we  come  to  sex  is  Forster  and  Hugh 
Meredith  "kissing  and  embracing  on  Ihe 
sitting-room  sofa."  Furbank  writes 
beautifully  as  well  as  discreetly,  but  we 
'  may  sometimes  leel  that  the  beaulitul 
coolness  ot  his  prose  obscures  the 
i  reality  of  the  subject  —  the  terrible 
poverty  of  Forster's  emotional  and 
sexual  life.  On  Forster's  novels  and  their 
sources  in  various  incidents  and 
characters  he  is  very  good.  But  novels 
are  more  than  incidents  and  characters. 
What  fired  Forster's  imagination?  Was 
it  the  very  sense  ot  continual  restraint 
and  deprivation  that  makes  the  subject 
of  this  book  so  sad? 

It  is  difficult  not  to  come  away  from 
Furbank's  book  hating  the  horrible, 
canting,  stultifying  hypocrisy  of  English 
suburban  life  more  even  than  Forster 
makes  us  hate  it  in  Howards  End.  It  is 
significant  thai  in  his  portrayal  ot  the 
horrilic  philistine  Wllcoxes  in  that 
novel  —  their  living-room  looked  as  if  a 
car  had  spawned  —  he  created  one  of 
the  most  memorable  pieces  in  his 
fiction.  But  only  in  fiction  could  he 
confront  the  deslructiveness  of  that 
"hearty*  mentality  with  its  huntin', 
shootin',  and  womanizin!  George 
Merrill,  Ihe  lover  of  Whitman's  disciple, 
Edward  Carpenter,  touched  Forster  on 
the  behind,  but  that  touch  did  not  stir 
him  to  Whitman-like  celebration  of  the 
male  body.  Or  rather,  insofar  as  it  did  he 
was  moved  to  write  Maurice  (a  disap- 
pointing novel  in  any  case)  and  lo  keep 
it  hidden  for  fifty  years. 

If  is  easy  enough  to  criticise  Forster 
I  with  the  benefit  of  hindsight,  let  alone 
Irom  Ihe  safe  platform  of  changed  laws. 
The  life  of  meek  furtiveness  lo  which  he 
■  was  condemned  by  both  his  family  and 
I  his  society  was  not ,  in  many  ways, 
different  from  that  of  countless  of  his 
contemporaries.  Bui  whal  we  need  lo 
remember  is  what  this  book  only 
glances  at  indirectly:  Ihe  tremendous 
price  at  which  his  novels  were  written. 
Recently  in  a  program  on  the  BBC  a 
number  ol  pundits  claimed  that 
Howards  End  was  the  most  over-rated 
novel  of  our  time.  Part  of  their  disaf- 
fection, no  doubt,  stemmed  from  the 
great  status  Forster's  novels  have  been 
given  by  Ihe  splendid  new  'Abinger' 
edition  of  his  work.  But  part  of  it  loo,  no 
doubt,  sprang  from  a  dislike  of  Forsler 
Ihe  man,  the  homosexual.  (That  sort  of 
biographical  fallacy'  is  seldom  far  away 
from  most  literary  judgements.)  F.R. 
Leavis  once  said  to  me:  "I  should  like  lo 
come  up  to  Forster  and  whisper  a  dirty 
i   word  in  his  ear."  The  word  was,  of 
course,  "sodomite."  That  Leavis  could 
have  counted  on  Forster's  being 
shocked  is  evidence  of  what  I  have  been 
saying  about  the  intimidation  of 
Forster's  soul. 

I  do  not  mean  to  underestimate  the 
courage  it  required  for  Forsler  lo  claim 
thai  love  ol  friends  was  more  important 
than  love  of  country  at  a  time  when  all 
the  imperialist  tub-thumping  between 
the  Boer  War  and  the  First  World  War 
was  at  its  worst,  but  it  is  diiiicull  not  lo 
feelangry  with  him  for  not  being  more 
I  courageous  than  he  could  possibly  be 
I  expected  lo  have  been.  All  that 
'  cloistered  Cambridge  wet-handedness 
!  is  understandable  m  the  wake  of  the 
|  Wilde  trial  homophobia,  but  Is  pretty 

disagreeable  nonetheless  (As  it  is 
|   mi  Id  lydisagreab  lelhal  Furbank  never 
calls  a  fag  a  tag.)  We  have  to  keep 
reminding  ourselves  lhat  things  have 
come  quite  a  long  way  since  the  time 
when  a  member  of  Ihe  Savile  Club 
lowered  his  paper  and  glowered  at 
Forster  for  referring  idly  to  a  "charming 
boy."  (A  recent  attempt  to  get  Denis 
Lemon,  Ihe  editor  ol  Gay  News, 
blackballed  from  the  prestigious 
Reform  Club  backfired  completely )  But 
we  also  have  only  to  take  Forster's 
motto  Only  Connect'  seriously  enough 
to  see  the  similarities  between  his 


society  and  the  smug  bourgeois 
'nlceness'of  our  own. 

1  came  away  from  Furbank's  bio- 
graphy ol  Forster  glad  that  I  had  f  Irsl  - 
read  Forsler's  novels.  I  wondered,  loo, 
whether  this  painful  account  of  a  man 
so  lull  o!  self-reproach  would  encourage 
new  readers  for  the  novels.  Furbank's 
account  concludes  (this  is  only  Part 
One)  with  Forster  going  off  to  work  lor 
Ihe  National  Gallery  in  ihe  Firs!  World 
War.  There,  with  all  Ihe  master-pieces 
removed  lo  safety,  he  wrote  lo  a  Iriend 
that  it  would  be  appropriate  if  he  were  to 
die  in  an  air  raid  among  second  rate 
paintings  Earlier,  in  one  of  his  frequent 
stock-takings  of  himself,  he  wrote: 
"However  gross  my  desires,  I  find  I  shall 
never  satisfy  them  for  fear  ol  annoying 
others."  Sad,  sad,  sad 

by  Douglas  Chambers . 


Motherhood, 
Lesbianism,  and 
Child  Custody 

FrancieWyland 
Falling  Wall  Press,  1977,  $1.20 
The  title  ot  this  pamphlet  suggests 
analysis  of  an  issue  vital  to  many 
lesbians.  Don't  be  fooled,  for  what  you 
will  find  is  essentially  a  PR  job 
promoting  the  Wages  lor  Housework 
Campaign  as  the  only  "viable 
movement"  tor  lesbians  everywhere.  To 
prove  her  point,  Francie  Wyland  leads 
us  through  a  maze  ot  issues  that  is  con- 
fusing, rarely  substantiated,  and  often 
contradictory.  II  this  is  not  enough,  we 
are  then  subjected  to  a  text  which  suf- 
fers from  flagrant  mis-use  of  Marxist 
rhetoric.  {<  gave  up  counting  after  the 
18th  undefined  use  of  "capital.")  Her 
approach  resembles  a  jig  saw  puzzle  so 
hurriedly  pul  togelher  lhal  many  of  Ihe 
pieces  fit,  nol  because  they  are  the 
correct  ones,  but  because  Ihey  have 
been  jammed  in.  It's  a  hopeless  jumble 
of  half-truths. 

With  the  above  in  mind,  I  can  only 
suspect  that  Wyland's  argument  is  as 
follows.  She  assumes  thai  all  women, 
lesbian  or  heterosexual,  are  in  a 
posilion  of  wagelessness  (poverty)  con- 
trolled and  perpetuated  by  "capital." 
However,  the  lesbian,  unlike  the  straight 
woman,  has  taken  control  of  her  own 
destiny  by  neither  sleeping  with  men 
nor  by  performing  housework  for 
husbands.  In  doing  so  she  threatens  the 
very  soul  of  "capitalism"  itself  —  the 
family,  Ihe  means  of  (re)  product  ion  of 
future  little  workers  without  which 
"capital"  could  not  survive.  To  coun- 
terattack this  threat,  "capital"  goes  lor 
Ihe  lesbian's  weak  spot   which,  accor- 
according  to  Wyland,  is  her  children  and 
her  custody  ol  I  hem  By  virtue  of  her 
wagetess  position,  the  lesbian  is  not 
only  prevented  from  obtaining  legal  aid, 
but  is  also  less  likely  to  keep  her 
children  because  the  courts  are  now 
awarding  custody  to  the  most  finan- 
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cully  secure  pa/enl  usually  I  he 
husband  Thus.  Wyland  believes,  the 
Lesbian  has  been  classified  as  an    until 
mother    not  because  of  nee  sexuality 
bul  because  she  is  poor  Soon,  Wyland 
predicts,  the  straighl  woman  will  also 
be  classified  as  until  on  I  he  basis  of  her 
inability  10  provide  an  adequate  Iman- 

,  cial  environment  lor  her  children 
vvnal  is  a  lesbian  to  do.  one  might 

1  ask?  Organize  with  heterosexual 
women  around  Ihe  common  bond  of 
poverty,  slates  Wyland  However,  she 
limits  Ihe  groups  through  which  such  a 
union  might  be  accomplished.  The 


lesbian  will  not  find  ihe  answer  in  the 
gay  movement,  because  it  Is  alter  all, 
only  gay  men  working  for  equality  with 
straight  men.  Nor  will  she  find  it  in 
Jesblan  separatism  since  this 
movemenl  re|ects  not  only  men  but  of- 
ten children  too  Only  by  Joining  Ihe 
Wages  for  Housework  Campaign  will 
the  lesbian  find  real  support  In 
unification  wltti  her  heterosexual 
sisters. 

Wyland's  argument  could  seem 
superficially  plausible,  II  it  were  not 
Based  on  so  many  unrealistic  assump- 
tions When,  lor  example,  did  Ihe 
family  become  basic  to  capitalism? 
When  did  all  women  suddenly  want  and 
need  children?  When  did  children 
become  the  product  of  heterosexual 
marriage  alone,  and  linally,  the  mosl 
ludicrous  of  all,  when  did  Ihe  label  of 
"unfitness"  for  the  lesbian  become 
synonymous  with  tinancial  unfitness? 
This  is  a  key  element  in  her  analysis.  Yet 
It  Is  the  mosl  irrational  of  all  her  ideas. 
Janus-like,  Wyland  first  argues  that 
since  the  American  Psychiatric 
Association  has  declared 
homosexuality  lobe  no  longer  a 
disease,  the  courts  cannot  label 
lesbians  as  unlit  molhers  on  the  basis 
ot  their  sexual  life-style.  In  Ihe  next 
1  breath,  she  states  thai  during  a  child 
custody  case  what  is  actually  on  trial  is 
Ihe  lesbianism  ot  the  mother,  requiring 
,    her  lo  convince  Ihe  court  that  she  wilt 
tj    not  inlluence  her  children  to  be  gay  The 
|    lie  between  the  lesbian  and  ihe 
&    heterosexual  woman  ts  expressed  as  a 
<    funclion  ol  the  current  economic  crisis, 
I    which  determines  custody  on  the  basis 
=   of  income, 

Surely  Wyland  owes  lesbians  a  better 
!  explanation  than  thai.  I  am  appalled  that 
she  can  so  easily  disregard  the  dis- 
!  tinctlon  between  "unfitness"  for  Ihe 
!  lesbian  and  "unfitness"  for  the 
'  heterosexual  woman.  Certainly,  many 
lesbians  and  straight  women  are  poor 
The  latter,  however,  by  virtue  ol  their 
helerosexuality,  happen  lo  be  a  con- 
siderable number  of  protective  notches 
above  the  lesbian  when  it  comes  lo 
basic  human  rights.  In  case  Wyland  has 
forgotten,  the  courts  protect 
heterosexual  I  ty;  they  do  not  protect 
homosexuality.  Lesbians  are  classified 
as  "unfit"  nol  because  Ihey  are  poor, 
bul  because  they  are  lesbians 
Who  Is  Wyland  trying  to  convince? 
1  Does  she  really  believe  that  threatening 
the  straight  woman  with  ihe  possibility 
ol  "unfitness"  will  make  her  view  Ihe 
gay  woman  as  "natural,"  nodif  ferenl 
from  herself?  Or  is  she  trying  to  con- 
vince the  lesbian  ot  net  own 
naturalness"?  I,  lor  one,  do  not  wish  to 
be  co-opted  to  heterosexualtty. 

by  Heather  Ramsay  _ 
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Frank  O'Hara 

Poet  Among  Painters 
Marjorle  Per  lot  f 
George  Braziller,  1977.  $14.50 
Since  his  accidental  deaih  in  1966, 
Frank  O'Hara  has  become  a 
mythological  creature.  In  so  lar  as  he  is 
known  at  all  it  is  as   aesthetic  courtier" 
to  Ihe  New  York  art  scene  of  the  tilties. 
breathlessly  rushing  from  loll  lo  gallery 
to  party  to  double-occupied  bed, 
dashing  oil  poems  on  Iherun  and  slut- 
ling  Ihem  casually  into  coat  pockets 
(not  always  his  owni  or  drawers  lull  of 
socks  and  underwear 

Based  partly  on  truth,  as  myths 
usually  are,  this  view  ot  O'Hara  has 
been  o' great  comfort  and  utility  to  ad- 
mirers and  detractors  alike  Convinced 
thai  this  mad  whirl  (and  wilh  painters 
even,  not  other  writers)  could  never  be 
conducive  to  the  production  ol 
"serious"  literature,  fabricators  ol  The 
American  Poetry  Establishment  have 
been  content  to  dismiss  O'Hara  as  a 
charming  dilettante,  a  camp  triviatizer 
safely  left  oul  ol  their  sonorously 
tilled  anthologies  Other  poets,  boldly 
re-blazing  ihe  trail  O'Hara  left,  have 
taken  his  example  lo  mean  thai 
everything  can  be  produced  with  foun- 
dations and  at  a  dash:  throw  in 
recklessly  whatever  you  want,  whatever 
you  fee),  and  —  voiia '  —  a  poem 

The  real  Frank  O'Hara,  Mar|one 
Period  suggesis,  would  be  irked  and 
embarassed  by  II  all.  Adebunkerof 
myths  in  his  own  lime  (both  ol  Ihe 
established  "farters  of  our  country"  and 
ol  himself  "made  in  ihe  image  ol  a 
sissy  truck-driver"),  he  would  be  pained 
al  ihe  attention  being  paid  to  him  rather 
than  to  his  work  "Oon't  tell  them  whal 
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grave  in  one  ot  the  more  enlightened 
remembrances.  "Ord  I  do  it?  Never  mind 
the  rest." 

Whether  O'Hara  "did  II"  is  what  con- 
cerns Marjorie  Perloff  in  this  book.  She 
does  give  us  the  poet  —  the 
biographical  bits,  the  Inends'  recollec- 
tions —  but  only  as  the  necessary 
background  to  the  poetry  itsell  This  she 
examines  m  detail,  iracmg  the  influen- 
ces on  O'Hara's  style  Irom  the  early  im- 
pact ol  William  Carlos  Williams" 
colloquialism  and  the  time,  space,  and 
person  disjunctions  ol  French  Surrealism 
lo  Ihe  snappy  vitality  and  scene 
dissolves  ol  American  movies  lo  Ihe 
later  connections  with  movement  and 
tension  —  "push-pull"  —  in  New  York 
abstract  expressionisi  painting. 
Perlolt'S  chronological  approach  also 
shows  O'Hara  at  work  in  mosl  ol  Ihe 


standard  poetic  I orms  (ballads,  sonnets, 
odes,  etc  )  and  emphasizes  thai  the 
characteristic  "unformed  look"  of  his 
most  developed  work  was  arrived  at 
througn  familiarity  with,  not  ignorance 
ol.  lormal  conventions 

Poetry  was  serious  business  to 
O  Hara.  but  not  as  the  "important  ut- 
terance" carved  in  granite  In  a  rare  |ibe 
at  another  poet,  he  spoke  ol  Robert 
Lowell's  "confessional  manner '  as  let 
ling  him  'gel  away  with  things  lhat  are 
jus)  plain  bad  but  you're  supposed  to  be 
interested  because  he's  supposed  to  be 
so  upset." 

O'Hara  didn  i  trust  this  solemnity, 
didn't  buy  this  dead-earnest  exposure  of 
one's  tortured  soul  as  the  mark  ot 
"serious"  poetry  He  exposed  himself 
too,  but  to  the  action  around  him;  "II I 
res!  for  a  moment  near  the 
Equestnan/pausing  for  a  liver  sandwich 
in  the  Mayflower  Shoppe,/that  angel 
seems  lo  Be  leading  Ihe  horse  into 
Bergdorf's/and  I  am  naked  as  a  lable 
doth,  my  nerves  humming."  His  was  a 
poelryofattention.  an  aclion  revealing 
(rather  lhan  necessarily  commenting 
directly  upon)  Ihe  life,  the  place  and 
people  and  lime,  he  knew. 

The  mylh  of  Frank  O'Hara  would 
seem  lo  dictate  thai  his  work  is  not  fit 
lor  —  or  shouldn't  be  violaled 
by  —  academic  analysis.  Yet  here  is  a 
professor  of  English  taking  il  on  any- 
way, trying  lo  be  true  to  the  work  while 
performing  whal  iraditionally  resembles 
an  aulopsy  Period  knows  she's  in 
dangerous  territory,  quoting  O'Hara 
on  critics  as  "the  assassins  of  my  or- 
chards." But  she  has  managed  lo  show 
the  academics  that  this  poet  had  a  more 
solid  grounding  lhan  they  might  have 
guessed  while  at  the  same  time  making 
his  poetry  more  real  —  and  no  less 
valuabte  for  that  —  lo  those  who  might 
have  wished  to  believe  in  it  as  pure 
magic.  She  has  respected  all  ihe 
sources  of  Ihe  work,  not  lust  the  literary 
ones,  showing  thai  painting,  the 
movies,  New  York  and  boys  were  nol 
mere  exlernal  distractions,  bul  Ihe  very 
heart  ol  Frank  O'Hara's  poetry 

"Don't  be  bored,  don'l  be  lazy,  don't 
be  trivial,  and  don't  be  proud.  The 
slightest  loss  of  attention  leads  to 
death." 

Does  Marjorie  Perloff  "do  it"? 

Yes. 

by  Rick  Bebout  u 

Wrestling  the  Angel 

Stan  Persky 

Talon  Books,  1977,  $6.95 

Al  some  level  all  writing  is  concerned 

with  politics.  Wrestling  the  Angel  is  a 

rare  book  in  Bringing  the  question  of 

politics  to  the  surface. 

Stan  Persky  has  collecled  in  this 
work  prose  and  poetry  produced  over 
nearly  twenty  years.  Some  pieces  have 
been  published  belore,  "The  Day"  and 
"Slaves,"  for  example,  others  appear 
here  for  (he  tirsl  time. 

The  book  is  in  Iwo  parts  and  it  is  in 
this  structure  lhat  the  problem  of 
politics  is  first  posed. 

The  division,,,  simply  demarcates  the 
difference  ot  political  viewpoints 
from  within  which  these  wnlingsare 
produced:  the  (sometimes  radical) 
humanism  of  Ihe  first  part  being 
succeeded  by  an  adherence  to  his- 
torical materialism  (Marxism  Lenin- 
ism) in  the  latter  part.  The  title  of  the 
book,  ol  course,  reflects  this 
development. 

In  what  way  is  this  formidable  rupture 
in  outlook  revealed?  It  is  not  thai  the 
scene  shifts.  The  personal  does  not  give 
way  lo  ihe  technicalities  of  philosophy 
and  science.  The  writing  is  intensely 
personal  throughout.  II  is  rather  that 
Persky  works  in  Part  Two  on  situating 
himself,  his  writing,  and  the  actual 
process  ol  writing  in  a  particular  con- 
text, that  of  contemporary  bourgeois 
society. 

This  contexl  is  one  ot  general 
categories, 

You,  categorised  as  working  class, 
age  27,  name,  homosexual,  etc. 
I  see  more  than 
The  game  of  youth  and  age  thecfuBs 
try  to  seem  like 
and  ol  the  particular  memories  and  ex- 
perience of  a  poet,  grocer's  son.  lover, 
gay  man  as  Ihey  are  squeezed  out  by  Ihe 


social  metabolism. 

Persky  insists  that  his  writing    Is  nol 
a  stream  ot  consciousness  dipped  into 

as  Ihough  d  e.isted.  it  is  nol  merely 
following  the  mind,  but  these  sentences 
emerged  Irom  struggle"  and  lhat  whal 
he  has  produced  is  "largely  a  theoretical 
work  in  Ihe  narrative  mode," 

To  attempt  an  accounl  ol  Ihe  ordinary 
events  of  a  lite  lhat  discloses  the 
communist  theory  of  history  is  a  very 
ambitious  project.  II  is  strikingly  suc- 
cessful in  some  pieces,  but  less  so  in 
others 

My  objection  is  not  that  didactic 
politics  intrude  Indeed,  the  politics  I 
know  —  socialist,  gay,  feminist,  the 
politics  of  meetings,  marches  and 
slogans  —  hardly  appear  II  is  by  ren- 
dering Ihe  Intimate  political  thai  Persky 
tries  to  achieve  his  aim, 

The  weakness  of  Wrestling  Ihe  Angel 
is  rather  loo  dogged  an  intimacy  —  an 
intimacy  thai  threatens  lo  turn  Ihe 
reader  into  an  outsider.  This  surely  Is  a 
fatal  weakness  in  a  political  book. 

by  David  Moleu 

Going  Too  Far 

The  Personal  Chronicle  of 
a  Feminist 
Robin  Morgan 

Random  House,  1977,  $1 1 .50 
With  this  collection  of  her  writing, 
produced  over  the  last  ten  years,  and 
connected  by  significant  contemporary 
notes,  Robin  Morgan  joins  Adrlenne 
Rich  and  Susan  Brownmiller  as  one  ot 
Ihe  brilliant  feminist  spokeswomen  of 
our  generation.  Robin  Morgan's  articles 
have  always  been  gems  but  until  now 
they  were  scattered.  In  reading  this 
collection,  we  get  nol  only  a  history  of  a 
movemenl  but  also  history  ot  our  times 
seen  through  Ihe  eyes  of  a  struggling, 
caring,  revolutionary  woman  —  a 
woman  who  dared  to  be  radical;  but 
more  importantly,  took  tharisk  ol  being 
hones  I. 

Near  the  beginning  of  this  book, 
Morgan  says,  "the  Women's  Movemenl 
is  a  plot  of  women  who  are 
lesbians  —  and  a  plot  Of  women  who 
are  virgins,  heterosexuals,  celibates, 
and  bisexuals.  And  we  conspirators  are 
all  unlearning  the  absurd  prefixes  10  Ihe 
word  "sexual"  and  beginning  to 
discover,  create,  define  ourselves  as 
women."  And  throughout,  Robin 
Morgan  shares  with  us  lhal  unlearning, 
relearning  and  what  it  has  meant  to  her 
to  be  a  woman  She  begins  with  "Letters 
from  a  Marriage,"  and  in  an  ironic  way 
these  letters,  mostly  to  her  husband  and 
written,  as  many  of  us  will  painfully 
recall,  when  all  other  forms  of  com- 
municaiion  have  broken  down,  are  Ihe 
bravest  writing,  for  ihey  show  the  author 
at  her  mosl  vulnerable  —  writing  un- 
spoken words  in  the  night. 

This  collection  goes  on  to  coverall 
the  issues  lhat  women  are  still  grap- 
pling with  in  small  groups  today:  the 
mate  left,  class,  race,  and  sexual 
preference.  Morgan  lovingly  and 
humanly  comes  to  a  radical  feminist 
analysis  of  life  —  from  many  contradic- 
tions lo  fewer,  to  more  synthesis  and  in- 
tegration, always  struggling  and  seeing 
lhat  Ihe  process  is  an  important,  nay  an 
integral,  pari  ol  Ihe  revolution. 

Writing  about  New  Left  women,  she 
says,  "They  feel  Ihey  musl  become 
radical  and  that  being  radical  must 
mean  Marx.  Somewhere  along  the  way. 
radical  feminism  gets  missed.  And  it's  a 
pity  (and  most  irritating)  to  think  of 
women  silting  around  in  study  groups 
reading  Lenin  and  Mao  for  political 
direction  when  they  might  be  reading 
Stanton,  Anthony,  Pankhurst,  Barrett, 
and  Sfone,  etc.  etc.)" 

One  of  the  longest  sections  in  the 
book  is  Morgan's  1974  speech 
"Lesbianism  and  Feminism:" 

Isn't  it  way  past  the  time  thai  we 
stopped  settling  for  blaming  each 
other,  slopped  blaming  heterosexual 
women  and  middle  class  women  and 
lesbian  women  and  while  women 
and  any  women  for  Ihe  structure  of 
sexism,  racism,  classism,  and 
ageism,  that  no  woman  is  to  blame 
because  we  have  none  of  us  had  Ihe 
power  to  create  those  structures? 
They  are  patriarchal  crealions,  nol 
ours  " 
She  then  speaks  ol  a  woman's  right  lo 
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a  Greal  Love  (no!  in  Hollywood  terms) 
but  a  love  that  is  committed,  secure, 
nurturing,  sensual,  aesthetic, 
revolutionary,  holy,  ecstatic.  To  deny 
the  need  lot  this  love  is  to  settle.  "To 
deny  it  is  to  speak  with  the  words  oi  (he 
real  enemy." 

In  the  most  brilliant  oi  brilliant 
essays,  "Politics  ol  Sado-Masochistic 
Fantasies,"  Morgan  breaks  new  ground, 
understanding  and  articulating  sexual 
politics  al  its  very  mylhic  core.  Regar- 
ding pairiatchy,  she  says,  "...thai  he 
who  has  power  can  do  what  he  likes,  In- 
cluding playing  al  powerlessness  in  a 
manner  never  available  to  the 
powerless.  For  him  it  can  be  an  ex- 
periment, a  game,  a  lad,  a  fake  (or  even 
genuine)  attempt  to  divest  himsell  ol  his 
power,  or  a  mere  kicky  new  experience... 
because  it  Is  his  choice..." 

In  spite  of  the  seriousness  of  Ihis 
revolutionary  subject,  Robin  Morgan 
has  a  sharp  sense  of  humour  and  this, 
mixed  with  her  poetic  way  of  expressing 
herself,  makes  what  could  have  been  a 
heavy  book  a  joy  lo  read.  Robin  Morgan 
makes  more  political  and  emotional 
sense  than  any  other  writer  today.  In 
essence  this  is  a  book  about 
freedom  —  freedom  to  express,  to  be 
honest,  lo  live  —  about  a  freedom  in  a 
future  more  revolutionary  than  we  can 
contemplate. 

by  SherrillCheda 

The  Other 
Persuasion 

Seymour  Kleinberg 
Vintage,  1977,  $4.95 
In  compiling  this  anthology,  Seymour 
Kleinberg  attempts  to  define  the  gay 
experience  through  an  examination  of 
short  fiction  about  gay  people  He  says 
our  history  is  hidden,  but  "II  history  is 
reluctant  lo  speak,  literature  is  not."  He 
is  right.  Literature  does  speak.  But  un- 
fortunately the  voices  are  diverse  and 
often  hostile. 

Starting  with  the  short  stories  of 
Marcel  Proust  and  Gertrude  Stein.  Klein- 
berg traces  the  changing  gay  experien- 
ce. He  gives  us  a  prologue  to  Women  in 
Love  suppressed  by  Lawrence  because 
ol  its  homoerotic  content.  Forster 
writes  a  naive  fantasy  of  an  encounter  in 
the  woods.  There  are  pieces  from  the 
thirties  by  Faulkner,  James  Farrell  and, 
surprisingly,  Hemingway.  "Momma"  by 
John  Home  8urns  is  a  fascinating 
description  of  a  gay  bar  in  Naples  of 
1944.  Stories  by  Isherwood,  Marris 
Murray,  Tennessee  Williams,  Joan 
O'Donovan,  John  O'Hara,  Graham 
Greene,  and  Elizabeth  Taylor  lake  us 
through  Ihe  last  Iwenty-fwe  years  to  the 
final  story  In  which  Jane  Rule  gives  us  a 
delightful,  if  sentimental,  account  of 
two  women  making  their  lives  together 
There  is  no  doubt  that  Ihe  authors  all 
write  well.  Kleinberg,  however,  has 
sacrificed  the  political  goals  set  out  in 
his  inlroduction  by  choosing  "name" 
writers.  The  famous  often  can  write  and 
they  usually  sell  books.  Bui  the  mere 
fact  ot  their  including  a  gay  character 
does  not  mean  they  have  something  to 
say  about  being  gay  Their  writings  have 
to  be  situated  in  a  context:  Is  the  gay 
November 


character  central  or  incidental  to  the 
story-*  Is  Ihe  writer  portraying  a  gay  pec 
son  or  presenting  a  straight  person's 
perception  ol  being  gay?  Are  the  writers 
themselves  gay?  Even  gay  writers  have 
murdered  off  then  gay  characters  by  the 
hundreds  to  ensure  acceptability  to  the 
publisher  The  dictates  ol  straight 
morality  inevitably  distort  the 
chronicling  of  our  experiences.  The  in- 
clusion of  Ernest  Hemingway  man  an- 
thology dedicated  to  the  entente  bet- 
ween gay  men  and  women  is  inex- 
cusable and  insensitive.  In  an  anthology 
themalicaily  linked  by  apolitical  objec- 
tive, literary  merit  cannot  stand  alone. 
The  most  pleasurable  pieces  in  the 
book  are  by  the  gay  authors.  They  have 
sympathy  lor  the  characters,  and  know 
that  being  gay  means  love  and  humour 
as  well  as  oppression,  This  would  have 
been  a  stronger  collection  if  Kleinberg 
had  trusted  gay  people  to  speak  for 
themselves. 

by  John  Manwaring 

Matters  of  Fact 
and  Fiction 

Essays,  1973-1976 
Gore  Vidal 

Random  House,  1977,  $1 1 ,50 
This  is  the  third  collection  of  Gore 
Vidal's  essays  {Homage  to  Daniel  Shays 
is  more  or  less  an  update  ol  the  first 
collection,  Rocking  ihe  Boat).  The 
second.  Reflections  on  a  Sinking  Ship, 
are  essays  from  the  sixties,  and  well 
worth  reading,  not  only  as  a  preface  to 
Mailers  ot  Fact  and  Fiction,  but  for  a 
refreshing  reassurance  that  the  late 
sixties  were  destined  lo  —  had 
to  —  erupt  In  the  manner  full-blown. 

Matters  ot  Fact  and  Fiction  is  split 
Into  fiction  and  fact  halves  which 
constantly  cross-stitch  in  meaning  and 
metaphor  as  fiction  comes  to  resemble 
fact,  and  fact,  fiction.  The  point 
maintained  by  Vidal  Is  that  our  flcllon  — 
Literature  —  has  become  in  many 
instances  fact-seeking  while  our 
politics  (In  this  case,  American 
personaiity-cult  politics),  which  are 
taken  to  be  factual,  portray  the  fictional 
in  illusory  lies. 

Vidal  lakes  the  stance  of  witty 
"reporting  secretary,"  one  who  "does 
not  wait  to  be  dictated  to,  but  each 
morning  divines  and  redacts  Ihe  general 
opinion." 

The  essays  begin  wilh  a  sampling  of 
The  Top  Ten  Best  Sellers  of  1973,  an 
amazing  cross-section  of  novelistic 
kitsch  (with  two  exceptions,  Mary 
Renault  and  Solzhenitsyn)  in  which  the 
writers  are  rooted  not  in  literature  but  in 
the  shallows  of  films  from  the  thirties, 
forties  and  fifties:  "The  bad  movies 
which  we  made  twenty  years  ago  are 
now  regarded  in  altogether  too  many 
circles  as  important  aspects  of  what  the 
new  illiterates  want  to  believe  is  the 
only  significant  art  form  of  the  twentieth 
century." 

In  another  essay,  this  one  on  the 
works  of  Louis  Auchincloss,  Vidal  is  in 
line  form,  both  as  a  crusader  for  sexual 
freedom  and  as  the  wholly  literary  man, 
fusing  these  two  strands  into  one 
delicious  observation:  "From  the 
beginning  Louis  was  a  writer  word 
minded,  gossip  prone,  book  devouring. 
In  other  words,  a  sissy  by  the  standards 
of  the  continuing  heterosexual 
dictatorship  that  has  so  perfectly 
perverted,  in  one  way  or  another,  Just 
about  every  male  in  the  country." 

The  rest  of  ihe  essays  on  fiction, 
including  those  marvellous  explications 
of  "!edegrezerodel'ecnture"of  the 
Bauhaus-bland  New  Novel,  continue  to 
unravel  the  Fact-Fiction  theme. 

"The  Matter  of  Fact"  opens  in  Rome 
in  1948  with  a  recollection  of  an  earlier 
Vidal  persona  woven  into  the  by  now 
classic  gossip/critique  of  Tennessee 
Williams  (whom  Vidal  engagingly  refers 
to  as  "Glorious  Bird").  This  essay  is  so 
dense  and  rich  that  I  feel  the  best 
commentary  on  it  is  another  quole:  "It  is 
hard  to  realize  what  a  bad  time  ot  it 
Tennessee  used  to  have  Irom  the 
American  press    During  the  forties  and 
fifties  the  anti-fag  battalions  were 
everywhere  on  the  march,  From  the 
highlands  of  Partisan  Review  to  the 
middle  ground  ot  Time  magazine, 
envenomed  attacks  on  real  or 


suspected  lags  never  let  up.  A  cover 
Story  on  Auden  was  killed  when  the 
managing  editor  ot  the  day  was  told  that 
Auden  was  a  fag." 

The  essays  finish  with  the  Esooiie 
cover  article  from  May  1975,  "State  ol 
the  Union."  post- Watergate  pensees  on 
a  cross-country  lecture  circuit 
Vidal  factualizes  Ihe  silent  majority  on 
some  of  their  favourite  fictions,  sodomy 
being  one  of  the  more  penetrating 
points:  "the  'aw  against  sodomy  goes 
back  fourteen  hundred  years  to  ihe 
Emperor  Justinian,  who  telt  that  there 
should  be  a  law  because,  as  everyone 
knew,  sodomy  was  Ihe  principle  cause 
of  earthQuake."  The  rest  of  the  points 
are  made  m  a  common-sense  manner  to 
minds  softened,  sold  and  in  service  to 
false  political  assumptions  and  the 
persistenlly  beige  messages  Irom  the 
media. 

Vidal  is  not  preaching  to  the 
converted,  but  to  those  who  are  still 
Irying  to  assimilate  the  sixties  and  the 
aftershock  ol  Watergate.  Still,  it  is  a 
delighl  toread,  and  realize,  tl.at  the 
major  protest  movements  Of  the  decade 
were  right,  even  now  that  the  primal 
energy  has  dissipated.  Vidal  gives  us 
this  now  when  it  increasingly  seems 
that  we  have  come  full  circle,  finding 
ourselves  characters  in  a  production  of 
Boys  In  the  Bland. 

by  John  Forbes 

Coming  Out 

Wallace  Hamilton 
Signet,  1977,  $1.75 

When  Roger  Thornton,  an  architect  in 
his  forties,  recently  divorced  and  even 
more  recently  gay,  walks  into  a  gay 
restaurant  patronized  mostly  by 
"sedate,  middle-aged  men",  he 
"could. ..imagine,  had  his  lile  gone  dif- 
ferently, himself  among  them.  But  he 
had  lound  a  wife,  had  children,  had  a 
career,  and  been  shielded  from  Ihe 
turmoil,  loneliness,  and  occasional 
violence  that  was  probably  pari  ot  the 
lives  of  everyone  In  Ihe  restaurant. 
When  they  had  cruised  the  darkness  of 
the  docks,  he  had  taken  his  family  tor 
vacations  in  New  England.  While  they 
had  nursed  their  wounds,  he  had 
laughed  at  fag  jokes.  Now,  to  Michael, 
they  were  "old  queens",  denied  even  the 
respect  of  Ihe  natives  of  their  terrain, 
while  he.  an  immigranl.  enjoyed  what 
should  rightfully  be  theirs  —  their  own 
younger  generation. 

"Yes,  he  had  been  saved.  But  after 
the  convulsions  of  consciousness  he 
had  gone  through  that  day,  he  could 
think  of  standing  up  in  that  restaurant 
and  saying,  in  a  loud  voice,  'Yes,  gentle- 
men, I  have  been  saved.  But  I  just  don't 
want  to  be  saved  any  more.' " 

Later,  a  business  partner  who  lakes  a 
dim  view  of  Roger's  new  "room-mate" 
harrumphs  that  "people  do  draw  con- 
clusions." Well,  Roger  suggests, 
"People  can  draw  conclusions  about 
anything.  Like  you,  playing  with  your  tie, 
subconscious  desire  for  strangulation." 

After  a  fight  with  his  lover,  he  ends  up 
at  a  gay  baths  lor  ihe  first  time:  "Roger 
hung  his  towel  —  which  looked  just  like 
every  other  towel,  but  it  was  his 
towel  —  on  the  third  hook  from  the  left 
and  entered  the  shower  room." 

Well-observed  small  ironies,  insights, 
ruminations,  odd  flashes  ot  a  delight- 
fully wicked  sense  of  humour,  it's  these 
that  lift  Coming  Out  above  the  common 
run  of  popular,  formula  gay  novels  In 
which  a  thin  but  serviceable  plot  acls  as 
a  framework  for  a  trip  through  Ihe  gay 


subculture  —  a  familiar  device  from  The 
H&art  In  £*ile  lo  The  Front  Runner 
Before  Roger  Thornton  can  look  at 

himself  In  the  mirror  and  see  a  gay  man. 
he  goes  through  various  familiar  self- 
deceptions,  including  the  "I'm  not 
homosexual,  it's  |usl  that  the  person 
I've  fallen  deeply  in  love  with  happens, 
totally  accidentally,  to  be  male" 
symptom  The  one  who  ushers  Roger 
protectively  through  it  all  is  Michael,  a 
handsome  and  genial  young  faggot 
"with  a  Sangria  voice"  who  lives  in  the 
same  hotel. 

"Michael  was  an  aborigine,  a  noble 
savage,  in  a  land  where  Roger  barely 
knew  Ihe  terrain  and  would  always  be 
an  immigranl  carrying  a  backpack  ot 
history  "  Michael's  terrain  is  the  gay 
Manhattan  of  cluttered  crash-pads, 
back-room  bars,  and  no  visible  means  ot 
support,  and  to  Roger,  Ihe  entry  into  the 
new  land  provides  a  culture-shock  wor- 
Ihy  ot  a  squadron  ol  anthropologists. 
"All  very  well,"  Roger  muses,  "tor  Mann 
to  write  his  mauve  tragedy  of  Herr 
Protessor.  But  what  il  Tadzio  had  moved 
hght  in?  Roger  wondered  il  Mann's 
Teutonic  sonorities  would  have  been 
equal  to  the  material." 

Wallace  Hamilton  is  more  than  equal 
lo  Ihe  material,  and  it's  amusing  to  watch 
him  lurn  convenlional  assumptions 
on  their  heads:  promiscuous  as  a 
heterosexual,  Roger  becomes  a  devout 
monogamist  when  he  turns  gay,  His 
lover,  though,  catches  ihe  clap  the  first 
time  he  ventures  away  from  the 
nest  —  which  might  be  Interpreted  as 
Jehovah's  jusl  punishment  for  Ihe  un- 
faithful homophlle,  bul  In  fact  Is  just  a 
little  fillip  to  give  the  summary  plot  a  leg 
up- 

For  both  plot  and  characters  are  (airly 
rudimentary  here.  The  main  focus  is  on 
the  business  of  coming  out  itself.  In  the 
process,  a  few  important  problems  slide 
into  view:  the  bisexual  who  Is  jusl 
visiting  in  Ihe  gay  world  and  can  go 
back  to  respectability,  leaving  the  gays 
lo  clear  up  the  mess;  or  the  immense 
need,  and  unsettling  frailty,  of  gay 
community. 

But  what  sticks  In  the  mind  most,  al- 
after  Coming  Out  has  been  put  on  the 
shelf,  is  Wallace  Hamilton's  own  good- 
humoured  enjoyment  ol  life's  multiple 
ironies.  It  is  a  happy  attitude,  one  that 
could  stand  us  all  In  good  slead  in  years 
to  come. 

by  Ian  Young 

Porter 

A  Biography 

Charles  Schwartz 
Dial  Press,  1977,$11.95 

Monty: 

A  Biography 

of  Montgomery  Clift 

Robert  La  Guardia 
Arbor  House,  1977,  $15.50 

Recent  show  business  biographies 
discuss  for  the  first  time  the  homo- 
sexual behaviour  of  two  American  enter- 
tainment figures.  The  splashy  journalis- 
tic Monty  by  Robert  LaGuardia  and  the 
more  subdued  Cole  Porter  by  Charles 
Schwartz  join  the  growing  list  of  biog- 
raphies that  are  bringing  their  subjects 
out  of  the  closet. 

On  an  obvious  level  Robert  LaGuardia 
has  an  easy  job  as  a  biographer  of  Mont- 
gomery Cllft  Clift  was  a  brilliant,  sexy 
actor  who  drank  and  drugged  himself 
out  of  work  and  into  death;  it  is  a  story 
that  cannot  help  but  be  compelling. 
Indeed,  one  is  rarely  bored  by  La- 


Cole  I 
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Guard  la's  book. 

He  nas  organiied  Ihe  biography 
around  a  central  theme  —  a  great 

literary  device  —  but  in  this  case  it 
misses  the  reality  ot  Cnft's  *<'e  The  psy- 
chological problems  thai  caused  C"tt » 

1  destroyhimsellare,  lor  LaGuardia. 

I  rooted  in  Gift's  homosexuality;  homo- 
sexuality explained  in  a  crude  Freudian 
analysis  -  Cull's  relationship  with  His 
molher  'Years  later  Monty'slriendand 
physician,  Dr  Rex  Kennamer,  would 
say,  lm  sure  it  can  all  be  traced  back  to 
the  molher    " 

That  instghi  is  ollered  to  us  on  page 
11  and  at  no  other  point  does  the  au 


Theatre 


Cote  Porter  at  an  Elsa  Maxwell  parly  l'°P)- 
Montgomery  Clltl  during  the  lllmlngol 
flafrrboiv  Country. __ __ 

present  a  more  sophisticated  view  ot 
CUtt's  troubled  lite.  LaGuardia  al  times 
does  seem  to  sense  that  his  subjeci 
may  be  more  complex  than  this,  but  he 
shrinks  away  trom  a  deeper  inter- 
pretation. 

LaGuardia  does  deal  extensively  with 
dill's  sex  hie  (not  a  good  lover  it  says 
here)  but  cowardly  refuses  lo  commit 
himselt  by  stating  his  own 
sexual  /romantic  preferences 
Goddamnili  It  is  1977  and  that  is  no 
longeracceptabie.il  is  only  through  his 
biographer  ifial  we  can  understand  Clltt, 
and  it  he  chooses  to  deal  in  such  detail 
with  his  subject's  sexualily,  Ihe  reader 
has  a  right  to  know  his  perspective. 
Monfy  is  the  kind  of  book  the  straight 
press  calls  "sympathetic."  For  this  gay 
reader,  it  was  an  alien  experience. 

With  Cofe  Porfer  Charles  Schwartz 
tries  for  less  and  accomplishes  margin- 
ally more.  His  work  is  a  more  traditional 
biography,  genealogy,  early  training, 
college  years,  career,  and  a  little 
musical  analysis  all  are  given  Iheirdue. 
There  is  no  overriding  thematic  centre  to 

I  the  book,  yet  you  do  learn  something  ot 

I  (his enigmatic  man.  Unlike  LaGuardia's, 
Schwartz's  approach  conveys 
paradox  and  human  deplh.  We  see  Ihe 
man  who  goes  on  wild  "fucking  parties" 
lo  pick  up  burly  sailors  and  the  peevish 
snob  whodeclaresayoung  man  un- 
wanted in  his  house  because  he  wears 
brown  shoes  lo  luncheon. 

Schwartz  extolls  Porter's  marriage o( 
companionship  lo  Linda  Thomas  but 
lails  losee  Ihe  pressures  that  might 
have  pushed  the  homosexual  Porter 
into  marriage.  While  Poller's  homo- 
sexuality is  not  suppressed,  it  is  dealt 
with  peripherally.  One  longs  to  know 
more  about  the  difliculties  a  high-society 
queen  faced  in  the  first  half  of  this 
century.  Old  he  have  any  long-term  gay 
relationships?  How  did  his  friends  feel 
aboul  his  homosexuality'5  How  did  he 

j  feel  about  it?  You  won't  find  out  in  this 
book 

It  is  good  that  both  Montgomery  Clift 

I  and  Cole  Porter  are  identified  as  homo- 
sexuals, but  apart  Irom  that,  both  these 

.  biographiesaredisappoinling. 

by  Paul  F.  Pearce 
ib /Body  Politic 


Camille 

Charles  Ludlam 

The  Ridiculous  Theatrical 

Company 

Factory  Lab  Theatre,  Toronto 
Sitting  on  the  steps  ot  The  Factory 
Theatre  Lab  with  my  friend  Bob  during 
the  second  intermission  ot  Camille 
which  is  playing  for  a  limited  run. 

Bob  I'll  say  one  thing  for  Ludlam. 
he's  got  guts 

Me:  Why''  Because  he  wears  a  dress 
over  his  hairy  chest  and  emotes  like  a 
pampered  prima  donna? 

8ofi:  No  Because  he  thinks  that's 
enough  lo  mieresl  an  audience  for  over 

Me.  But  he's  right.  His  theatre  has 
sold  out  here  (Pause)  You  noticed  how 
the  audience  watches  each  other  as 
much  as  the  actors?  It's  as  if  they  need 
reassurance  about  their  own  responses. 

8oo  I  think  it's  a  case  of  "The  Em- 
peror's New  Clothes"  —  only  Ludlam 
wears  bait-gowns  instead  of  balls. 
Everyone  pretends  it's  wonderful,  when 
they  really  find  it  boring. 

Me.  And  out-of-date.  Shades  ot  Ihe 
Cockeltes  and  Cycle  Sluts,  circa  1972. 
Come  lo  think  ol  il,  Camille  premiered 
around  then.  Perhaps  il  was  more 
amusing.  I  can't  imagine  it  ever  being 
revolutionary  (Pause)  Why  rs  the 
audience  here? 

Sob.  Deterence  to  New  York.  Clive 
Barnes  said  you'll  "laugh  until  the  tears 
run  down  your  face."  And  The  Factory 
tells  us  Camille  received  "unanimous 
praise  Irom  all  the  New  York  critics." 
We've  gor  to  like  it  the  Emperor's  new 
clothes  wowed  the  Big  Apple. 

Me  Five  years  ago  (Pause)  1  wonder 
what  critics  The  Factory  reads?  Al  one 
time,  they  didn't  care  about  reviews  at 
all.  let  alone  American  ones. 

0oO  Times  change.  "The  Home  of 
Ihe  Canadian  Playwright"  lights  to  sur- 
vive by  Importing  passe  New  York 
fashion. 

Me:  And  Toronto  Trendies  applaud 
with  nervous  eyes. 

Bob:  How  many  gays  do  you  think  are 
here? 

Me:  About  fitly  percent.  And  almost 
exclusively  male,  you  notice. 

Sod-  Yeah.  That's  what  amazes  me. 
This  is  as  relevant  to  my  life  as  Flip 
Wilson's  wigs  Give  me  Craig  Russell 
any  day.  Al  least  he's  without  preten- 
sions —  a  drag  queen  who  plays  his 
ladies  straight. 

Me:  I  beg  your  pardonl  (Pause)  I  think 
gays  are  here  lor  two  reasons.  First, 
because  we're  desperate  to  see  our- 
selves portrayed  on  stage.  Secondly, 
because  the  straight  press  tells  us  this 
qualities  Bui  il  doesn't  Either  as  gay 


says'  "The  things  one  takes  seriously       | 
are  one's  weaknesses"  —  TOR  No  68, 

Bob  t  wonder  how  many  playwrights 
he'd  convince"' 

Me  Or  how  many  gays? 

6oB  You  think  he  cares'1 

Me  He  also  says:  "You  are  a  living 
mockery  ot  your  own  ideals." 

Bob  I'll  meet  you  at  the  comer,  after 
the  show 

by  Robert  Wallace 

As  You  Like  It 

Robin  Phillips,  director 
Stratford  Festival,  Stratford,  Ont. 
Only  the  most  sluggish  will  tail  to  rec- 
ognize some  of  the  homosexual 
meanings  gathered  together  in  Robin 

I  Phillips'  brilliant  new  production  of  As 
You  Like  It.  Even  Ihe  Toronlo  Sun's  Mc- 
Kenzie  Porter,  more  sluggish  than  most, 

1  recognized  there  what  he  called  Ihe 
occasional  "homosexual  frisson." 
I  suspect  that  most  viewers  will  rec- 

,   ognize  the  puldown-gayness  ol  Bob 

'   Baker's  snotty  loppish  courtier,  M  Le 
Beau,  and  will  catch  at  least  some  ol  the 

'   play  on  Flosalind's  chosen  name  "Gany- 
mede" —  Ihe  name  of  the  boy  Jove  fell 

,  in  love  with,  abducted,  dandled.  They 
may  even  recognize  the  suggesli 


theatre  or  good  theatre.  I 
self-indulgent  trivia.  And  H  angers  me 
thai  papers  like  The  Toronlo  Star 
discuss  it  in  a  gay  context.  Nol  only  do 
they  attract  a  gay  audience  in  the 
process,  they  perpetrate  myihs  aboul 
gay  art  and  life,  reducing  both  to  camp. 

8o£>:  And  help  10 dittuse  our  polilical 
potential  as  a  minority  culture.  Lei's  go. 
We  lend  our  support  by  being  here. 

Me.  Uhuh.  I've  got  lo  give  it  a  lull 
chance  —  so  I  can  legitimately  review 
I  it. 

Sob.'Shitl  (Pausej 

Me:  Maybe  we're  taking  this  all  loo 
seriously.  It's  supposed  to  be  a  comedy 

Bob  Ludlam,  You  know  what  he  also 


Brian  Bedford  as  Jague_s_in  As  YouUkelt. 

male  proteciiveness  ot  the  scruffy  crew 
around  Charles  the  wrestler,  and  ol 
course  ihe  possibility  of  male-male  at- 
traction in  Rosalind's  sly  epilogue. 

But  gay  men,  at  least,  will  see  much 
more  The  visible  gay  meanings  ot  the 
play,  indeed,  remain  at  the  surface, 
while  the  ones  thai  determine  the 
quality  of  ihe  entire  production  remain 
invisible  lo  all  but  knowing  eyes.  Our 
eyes. 

It  can  happen  in  one  line.  Baker  plays 
Le  Beau  with  such  a  damning  repulsive- 
ness  lhal  one  wants  to  shoul  out  and 
stop  the  show,  "We've  had  enough  of 
laggoly  tops  like  this."  But  then  we 
notice  thai  Phillips'  characterization  ol 
Ihe  usurper  Frederick's  court  is  far 
worse  lhal  that  of  Le  Beau.  And  thai 
Baker  sees  it,  judging  il  deftly  and 
movingly  in  his  farewell  lo  Orlando; 
Herealler,  in  a  better  world  than  this.  I 
shall  desire  more  love  and  knowledge  of 

The  play  offers  us  the  "better  world 
than  this"  that  Le  Beau  longs  for  —  the 
forest  ol  Arden  as  deimed  by  Rosalind's 
wooing  and.  just  as  importantly,  by  the 
Duke  Senior  and  his  male  "co-mates 
and  brothers  in  exile.''  The  tenderest 
scenes  in  the  play  occur  when  Senior 
and  his  co-mates  are  together.  And  Ihe 
arrival  of  Orlando  wilh  the  aged  Adam 
enriches  this  tenderness  —  theirs  isan 
all-male  society  which  loves  and  cares 
for  its  own. 

But  the  paragon  of  Le  Beau's  wistful 
insight,  and  ot  ihe  co-mates'  touching 
allection,  is  Brian  Bedford's  smiling, 
charming,  gentlewise,  wondering  and 
wonder-full  Jaques.  This  is  Ihe  triumph 
of  Phillips'  production.  Jaques  —  not  a 
Hat,  melancholic  with  charming  set 
speeches,  nol  a  sourpuss.  but  a  suave 
man  of  the  world,  privy  to  lis  secret 


desolation  and  yet  allectionate  towards 

it,  an  outsider  wilhin,  a  single  gay  male 
who  muses  over  all  the  loibtes  ol  het 
erosexuai  wooing  and  the  man  I  a 

Bedford's  Jaques  is  the   moral  centre' 
ol  this  play  His  wll  twins  thai  ol  Rosa- 
lind al  her  besl,  when  she's  saying 
things  like:  "Maids  are  May  when  they 
are  maids,  bul  Ihe  sky  changes  when 
Ihey  are  wives,"  or  "Men  have  died  Irom 
time  to  lime  and  worms  have  eaten 
ihem,  bul  nol  lor  love  "  But  while 
Rosalind,  as  ever  in  comedy,  succumbs 
to  marriage  and  loses  her  brilliance  in 
wedlock's  social  order.  Jaques 
mainlams  his  posilion  as  outsider 

Bedlord  is  allowed  lo  establish  ihe 
mood  lor  Ihe  whole  play  —  the  gay 
perspeclive  on  wooing  which  always 
hears  Ihe  thunder  ol  marriage  threat- 
ening in  the  distance:  winler  and  rough 
wealher  Al  iheend.heexiistoobserve 
yet  more  lollies  in  Ihe  lores!  —  religious 
ones  are  next.  The  continuing  male 
society  ot  Senior's  court  surrounds  Ihe 
dancing  wedding  couples,  on  whom 
rough  weather  is  aboul  to  tall. 

The  trouble  is.  this  gay  view  ot 
marriage  will  remain  invisible  to  the 
'  non-gay  audience  until  Phillips  requires 
them  to  see  It.  (Male-male  touching  is 
present  here  only  in  ihe  wrestling 
I  scene;  but  at  least  we  are  spared  the 
'  use  ot  such  contact  to  suggest  malice.) 
I       In  one  Of  Stratford's  public  gardens,  a 
'  war  memorial  depicts  a  hunky  heroic 
I  male  nude  covering  his  lace  witha 
'  cloak.  Thai's  Ihe  best  icon  I've  seen  for 
Phillips'  Stratford:  heroic,  but  still 
hiding  what  il  should  be  proud  ol. 
I  Shakespeare,  II  you'll  pardon  the  pun, 
I  as  closet  drama. 

by  Michael  Lynchi  . 


Paperback  Traffic 

The  book  industry  has  suddenly  realized 
that  there  is  a  gay  market  out  there  It 
has  meant  a  Hood  ol  less  expensive 
paperback  reprints  ot  gay  books 
Bantam  has  issued  ihe  largest  number 
ol  titles  They  include  Rubylruil  Jungle 
by  Rita  Mae  Brown,  the  Dave  Kopay 
Story  by  Kopay  and  Young,  Patricia  Nell 
Warren's  novel  Fancy  Dancer,  Charles 
Reich's  autobiography  Sorcererol 
Bolinas  Reel  and  Canadian  sociologist 
John  Lee's  Colours  ol  Love.  Pyramid 
has  produced  a  more  pocket  version  ol 
the  Allen  Young/ Karla  Jay  anthology 
Alter  You're  Out.  Howard  Brown's  post- 
humous book  Familiar  Faces,  Hidden 
Lives  is  being  re-issued  in  a  Harvest 
paper.  Avon  is  doing  gay  readers  a  ser- 
vice by  brrhging  out  a  number  ot 
Christopher  Isherwood  books, 
beginning  with  the  most  recent 
Christopher  and  His  Kind,  and  by 
pulling  Iwo  tine  novels  by  the  American 
writer  John  Home  Burns  out  ol 
obscurity.  They  are  The  Gallery  and 
Luciler  Wilh  a  Book.  You  will  now  be 
able  lo  pay  less  lor  Androgyny  by  June 
Singer  (Anchor  paper)  and  For  Money  or 
Love-  Boy  Prostitution  in  America  by 
Robin  Lloyd  (Ballantine  paper).  The 
latter  may  be  mleresting  to  read  in  lighl 
ol  ihe  Jaques  murder  in  Toronto.  And 
finally,  lor  Jane  Rule  tans,  Ihe  early 
novel  Desert  ol  Ihe  Heart  will  be  appear- 
ing in  Ihe  Vancouver  paperback  impnni 
Talonbooks.  Happy  reading!  □ 


Contributors 


flick  Beboul  toils  day  and  evening  al  Ihe 
BPollice    Gay  Bell  is  a  revolutionary 
arlisle  masquerading  as  a  temporary  sec- 
retary .Douglas  Chambers  leaches 
English  al  Trimly  College,  University  ot 
Toronlo     Sheriill  Cheda  is  a  librarian  and 
CO-edllor of  Emergency  Librarian     Judilh 

Crewe  isihe  author  ol  T>ie  Ancrenf,  a 
book  ol  poetry    John  Forbes  is  a 
gradual©  Ol  Ihe  Belly  Crocker  School  ol 
ihe  Fruitcake  and  Flan  Arts     Michael 
lynch  sometimes  wriies  hall  ol  inis  papei 
...Keith  Malllard.  autho'ol  ihe  novel  Two 
Strand  River,  is  a  Iree-lance  writer  living  in 
Vancouver     John  Manwaring  is  a  Toronlo 
qraduaiesludeni  in  law     David  Mole  is 
wrestling  with  Engels  and  political  econ' 
omy  at  the  Universiiv  ol  Toronto     Paul 
Pearce  bakes  and  sings     Robed  Wallace 
direclsgay  TV  an.J  teacnesai  Glendon 
College,  York  University  in  Toronlo  ...Ian 
Young  plans  shorily  to  announce  some 
new  goodies  Irom  Catalyst  Press. 


OUR  IMAGE 


Second  Michigan 
Women's  Music 
Festival 

August  25-28.  1977 

Four  camping  fields.  Ihe  grass  shorn 
like  cropped  fieads  An  esiimaled  3.500 
women  and  children  —  onelhousand 
more  than  lasl  year  and  it  (ell  like  it. 
Briefly,  sislers  wiped  out  on  the 
concentration  ol  us,  the  release  of 
tension  grinding  from  a  heteto sexist 

Thursday  night  I  cried,  30  long 

coming  those  tears;  Margie  Adam 
singing  her  fury  song  and  a  song 
dedicated  to  lesbian  mothers.  There 
were  two  girls  in  front  of  me,  their 
mother  hugging  them  as  they  freaked 
Irom  the  song  and  touching  her  lover 
wiih  her  i  mgertips  Sweet  Honey  on  the 
;  Rock  —  four  black  women  in  lively 
impossible  harmonies  leaching  us  to 
sing  sensitively  ("when  you  harmonize, 
slngol  your  own  pain  in  your  own  way"). 
A  festival  like  this  exhilarates  beyond 
any  experience  and  pushes  the  fear  up 
our  Ihroats  at  Ihe  terrible  odds  we  face. 
"We're  gonna  rumble  through  the 
streels  of  Sowelo"  sang  Sweet  Honey,  a 
group  who  took  the  risk  of  bringing  to 
our  attention  al  a  festival  Ihe 
seriousness  of  liberation  struggles 
againsl  international  paln/capitaiism 

Lale  night  ambling/slaggering  under 
a  lull  moon  Irom  singing  harmonies  and 
shu-bap  shu-bap  to  women's  songs, 
protest  songs  past  the  vans  and 
campers  up  lo  a  group  ol  naked 
chanting  dancers  around  a  roaring  fire. 
After  years  Of  searching,  I  found  myself 
another  clown,  Dory,  and  we  fooled 
along  Ihe  pathway  with  Ihe 
Quebecoises'  band  and  played  with  the 
children  Another  woman  in  a  wig  and 
an  umbrella  hat  showed  up  at  daycare 


ana  we  made  a  parade. 
There  were  workshops  on  massage 

and  spirituality  as  well  as  on  song  and 
music  writing,  puppetry,  organizing,  and 
newspapers  There  were  rock  and  iazz 
and  experimental  groups.  It  seems  lhal 
once  women  decide  to  put  their  energy 
into  women-oriented  projects  their 
creativity  is  immediate  and  infinite 
There's  a  new  album  called  Lesbian 

■  Concentrate  and  thal's  what  it  fell 
like  What  else  would  make  several 

|  hundred  women  soaked  Irom  Ihe 

I  weekendsil  in  Ihedarkunder  acanopy 

|  in  the  pouring  rain,  the  splash  ol  water 

1  being  emptied  from  Ihe  roof  a  rhythm  lo 

our  giggles  and  our  own  solidarity  and 

I  l°V 

!       We  were  a  small  audience  standing  in 

i  the  rain  during  Ihe  final  moments  of  Kay 

:  Gardner's  wlcca  music  and  chanting 

■  "Isis"  when  Che  and  Angiecameupto 
!  me  exuberant.  "Hi  Sis,"  "I  sis":  we 

!  laughed. 

by  Gay  Bell 
I   Reprinted  trom  the  Lesbian 
|   Organization  ol  Toronto  (LOOT) 
\   Newsletter.  September  1977. 


Raisin  and  Currant 

Light  brown  loaves 

of  unbleached  white 

and  stone-ground 

whole  wheat  flour 

bursting 

with  sweet  Greek  currants 

and  plump  sultanas. 

We  bake  it  every  day  at 


the 


UPPER 
CRUST 

natural  bakery  . 


1099  Yonge  Street,  Toronto.  Jus!  south  ol  Ihe  Summerhill  Liquor  Store. 

Upper  Crust  breads  —  and  now  our  moist,  marvellous 
bran  muffins  too!  —  are  available  in  other  stores  across 
Toronto.  For  the  location  nearest  you,  call  922-8661 . 


Lesbian  Books  and  Records 


II  you  re  one  of  a  generation  who  was 
brought  up  on  Ihe  erroneous  belief  lhat 
all  the  "really-good  writing"  came  Irom 
south  of  Ihe  border,  or  Europe,  the 
Toronto-produced  Landscape (1977. 
Women's  Writing  Collective.  331 
Wellesley  Street  East.  Toronto,  Ontario. 
$4.50)  ought  to  change  your  mind  once 
and  tor  all.  It's  the  third  anthology  of  Ihe 
Women's  Wri ling  Collective,  formed  "to 
encourage  beginning  women  writers;  to 
reduce  the  Isolation  of  women  writers; 
and  to  create  opportunities  tor  them  lo 
help  each  other  with  technical  and 
emotional  support  "  Support,  loo,  In 
developing  a  framework  for  women's 
poetry  which  need  not  be  patterned  on 
male  models,  standards,  or  male 
experience  patterns  which, 
unfortunately,  we  have  had  ad  nauseam. 

"The  purpose  of  Landscape  was  lo 
explore  the  terrain  of  women's  poetry 
being  wrillen  in  Toronto,"  Ihe  forward 
says,  and  the  anthology  which  Ihe 
collective  produced  brings  together  the 
work  of  sixty-live  women  poels  with 
experience  as  diverse  as  Ihe 
nationalities  represented.  The  more 
established  poets  are  given  no  more 
space  than  the  new  women  poets,  many 
ol  whom  are  published  for  Ihe  first  lime. 
The  new  voices  are  good,  too,  and  some 
ot  them  are  lesbian  voices.  There  are 
exciling  auguries  in  the  work  of  Gail 
Mitchell,  who  can  wrile  very  sensitive 
lines  like  those  which  open  "Within  this 
Circle": 

There  is  a  stillness  in  Ihe  air  above 

our  bodies 
Like  lhal  breathed  in  very  old 
and  sacred  monasteries. .. 
or  the  image  patterns  in  "Helen  Without 
Troy."  which  reveal  skill  more  typical  of 
an  experienced  writer  lhan  a  beginner 
She  nurses  her  loneliness 
Sucking  it  through  the  straws  Ol 

her  wrisls 
Carefully  up  to  Ihe  throat 
Where  all  the  red  rivers  converge 
To  plan  the  strategy  of  her  face. 

A  thousand  sleepless  nights 

Have  launched  the  Iragic  wars 

That  plague  her  private  history 

Gail  Mitchell  is  worth  watching  —  she's 
good  and  she's  going  places. 

Susan  Zimmerman's  two  poems, 
"The  Androgyne"  and  "Ordinary 
Madness,"  are  examples  of  good  new 
womanwriling.  and  Heather  Cadsby  has 
epitomized  the  spirit  of  the  seventies  in 
"Our  Absolute  Presence."  a  unique 
poem  with  good  lonal  qualities  which 
opens: 

The  horizon  catches  all  journeys. 

Nothing  is  completed. 

Days  open  like  a  woman 

and  we  are  (rapped  in  a  place 

Where  no  bird  sings  at  the  door. 

Time  leaps  and  slants. 

A  cage  sways  up. 

Nothing  can  leave  or  die. 

One  cannot  hope  to  mention  all  the 
positive  qualities  of  these  poems,  but  in 
reading  through  Landscape,  one 
notices  a  lot  of  first-rate  potential,  and 
some  excellently  formed  poetry.  There 
isn't  space  enough  here  to  let  Ihe 
authors  speak  for  themselves.  You  must 
read  the  book. 

I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  (or  Judy 
Greenspan's  To  Lesbians  Everywhere 
(1976  Violet  Press,  P.O.  Box  398,  New 
York,  NY  10009.  $3.00),  a  collection  ol 
poelry  lor  lesbians,  as  the  title  says, 
We  here  have  a  book  of  open,  direct 
poetry  dealing  with  explicitly  lesbian 
themes  —  high-school  lesbianism, 
coming  out,  lesbian  culture.  Ihe 
movement  and  Its  conferences,  lesbians 
irrhisiory,  what  it's  like  to  be 
incarcerated.  In  love,  out  ol  love,  and 
more  —  an  ambitious  list  of  themes, 
and  that  doesn't  count  them  all  Its 
good  to  have  these  subjects  brought  to 
light,  and  it's  good  to  read  a  poet  who 


doesn't  portray  love  and  Ihe  gay 
community  as  either  Utopian  or  sordid, 
two  stereotypes  which  we  haven't 
altogether  dispensed  with,  even 
amongst  ourselves.  Perhaps  honesty  is 
Ihe  chief  merit  of  the  book;  with  Ihe 
exception  ot  a  tew  poems  such  as  "And 
sometimes  I  feel  like,"  and  the  love 
poems,  it  is  mediocre  in  its  execution. 
From  the  same  press,  Fran  Wlnant's 
Dyke  Jacket  (1976.  S3  00)  is  a  better 
book.  It's  concerned  with  many  of  the 
same  themes,  but  the  poetry  is  more 
varied,  more  original,  and  ol  a  higher 
calibre.  "Yesterday."  a  poem  using 
Gertrude  Stem  as  a  persona.  Is 
genuinely  good,  and  so  is  "She  Was 
Called  Tiamat,"  a  long  poem  on  the 
Creation  in  distinctly  leminist  terms. 
Epic,  wow)  It's  also  a  damn  good  song, 
Fran  Winant  Includes  her  own  music  for 
it  in  Dyke  Jacket,  and  music  and  lyrics 
for  three  other  lesbian  songs. 

So,  within  this  book,  you  have  poems, 
songs,  music  and  drawings  —  some  ol 
Ihe  latter  by  Winant,  and  others  by  other 
womenartists.  I  like  the  variety.  Not  all 
poets  can  handle  music  and  visual  art 
as  well  as  words.  And,  by  Ihe  way,  the 
title  poem,  "Dyke  Jacket,"  is  a  good 
summary  ol  how  lesbian  consciousness 
and  culture  have  evolved  since  Ihe 
fifties. 

If  you  can't  travel  to  California  to  hear 
Judy  Grahn  and  Pal  Parker  read,  bring 
Ihem  to  you  via  Olivia  Records'  new  disc, 
Where  Would  /  be  Without  You  (Olivia 
Records,  P.O.  Box  70237,  Los  Angeles. 
CA  90070.)  and  have  a  memorable 
evening  listening.  I  did,  and  I  found  the 
poetry  much  more  dynamic  when  I 
could  actually  hear  it  being  read  as 
intended  by  Ihe  poet.  The  record 
contains  the  best  ot  the  works  ot  both 
poets.  Pal  Parker's  range  and  variety  are 
really  superb.  She's  one  of  Ihe  rare  few 
who  can  be  absolutely  hilarious  and 
serious,  and  succeed  at  both.  "Pit  Slop" 
sounds  unified  as  a  poem  and  as  a 
drinking  song  when  spoken,  in  ways 
which  it  (ust  doesn't  in  print  and  "For 
Straight  Folks  Who  Don't  Mind  Gays 
But  Wish  They  Weren't  so  Blatant"  is 
priceless.  Judy  Grahn's  reading  is 
memorable,  especially  the  poem 
sequence'lhe  woman  in 3  pieces." 
Good  fun  and  a  subtle  lesson  about 
strength  in  unity  lo  be  learned  from  the 
parable  of  "the  many  minnows."  All  In 
all,  it's  a  worthwhile  record,  one  which 
every  lesbian  ought  to  be  proud  to  have. 

I  must  also  mention  a  collection  of 
stories  which  1  found  so  beautiful  1  just 
had  to  say  something  about  them. 
Jamison  Green's  Eyes  (available 
through  Amazon  Reality  Collective,  P.O. 
Box  95.  Eugene,  Oregon  97401,  $2.95) 
contains  stories  ot  exceptional  merit 
and  variety,  written  from  a  refined 
feminist  consciousness  —  one  which 
informs  but  does  not  intrude  upon  ihe 
fiction  itself.  "Organic  Life"  is  a 
feminist  idyll,  a  ufopian  world  where 
Elizabeth,  the  "I,"  and  the  child  Caliban 
(Shakespeare's  character  romanticized) 
'  exist  in  a  state  of  natural  harmony, 
i  perfectly  gay,  and  perfectly  free  Irom 
|    the  restrictions  of  reality.  It's  a 
charming  fantasy  with  which  the 
realities  of  the  other  stories  must  be 
juxtaposed:  "Every  Second  Sunday" 
with  its  concern  with  communication 
lines  and  problems,  "We  Always  Wrote 
Stories,"  a  variation  on  the  leen-age  love 
i   slorywithnewandunexpected 
1   surprises;  "Rose  by  Another  Name" 
portraying  an  aging,  working-class 
woman  fairly  and  with  dignity,  not  as  a 
i  stereotype  is  delighttully  simple  and  in 

no  way  academic,  although  you  know 
,   you're  reading  an  educated  woman 
when  you  read  her  There's  an  art  to 
that,  as  there  is  an  art  to  dramatizing 
concepts  and  ideology  Very  successful 

by  Judith  Crewe 

BodyPolMc/17 


OUR  IMAGE 


Lar\spur 
and 
Lad's  Love 

Edited  by  Clare  MacCulloch 

Lmo-cuts  by 

fcG.  BrenderkBrandis 


Brandstead  Press,  Carlisle,  Ontario,  Canada 

Postpaid  price  wilh  slipcase,  $85.00 

Prospectus  available  from: 

Branstead  Press 

Carlisle,  Ontario 

LOR  1N0 


MAKING  THE  MOST 
OF  WHAT  YOU'VE  GOT 


Award-winning  columnist  Charles  Hix  offers  a 
thorough  and  sensible  self-care  program  that  looks  at 
the  man  behind  the  clothes 

Complemented  by  Bruce  Weber's  profuse  and  very 
competent  photographs.  LOOKING  GOOD  goes 
through  the  basics  and  beyond  —  from  the  structure 
of  your  hair  lo  the  pros  and  cons  of  colouring, 
perming  and  even  replacing  n  —  from  washing' your 
(ace  lo  conditioning  and  "enhancing"  it 
Available  at  your  local  bookstore 
219  pages  $17.95 

PRENTICE-HALL  of  Canada  Ltd. 

1870  Birchmount  Rd„  Scarborough,  Ont..   M1P  2J7 


Small  Press  Books 


One  of  the  delights  ol  Jonathan 
Williams'  poetry  is  lis  opening  up  ol  so 
many  ol  our  Iraditions,  making  n  all 
seem  as  easy  and  close-lo-hand  as 
opening  a  can  ot  Beer,  showing  with  a 
lew  artfully  chosen  words  not  only  who 
and  what  we  alt  are,  but  how  we  got 
here,  Letling  os  all  in  on  a  series  of  pro* 
found,  anthropological  camp  (okes. 

James  Laughhn  maintained  that  "no- 
body who  is  writing  today  has  a  more 
individual  style  or  more  vitality  or  a 
more  sally  wit,"  all  ot  which  qualities 
are  well-represented  in  Untmears  & 
Antennae  tor  Maurice  Ravel  l$A  Irom 
Serendipity  Books.  1790  Shattuck  Ave.. 
Berkeley,  CA  94709).  But  I'm  not  at  all 
sure  I  can  go  along  wilh  William  Carlos 
(no kin)  Williams'  pronouncement,  "the 
democratic  idiom  is  all  there."  The 
younger  Williams'  pensees,  even  when 
disguised  as  the  sapient  maunderings 
Ol  Ihe  yokelry,  have  an  uncompro- 
misingly patrician  ring.  And  Jonathan 
can  pack  more  ambiguities  and  levels  Of 
meaning  into  a  three-word  line  lhan  a 
platoon  ol  academics  al  double- 
time  —  and  to  more  point. 

There  are  scrumptious  morsels, 
though  not  lor  everyone's  palate. 
Untmears  is  literary  caviar  —  or  lilei 
mlgnon(more  tilling! )  Williams' other 
new  book,  gAy  SCs  (S5,  Fimal  Press,  404 
W.  Green  St.,  Champaign,  III.  61820)  is 
an  alphabet  ol  erotic  generalizations: 
"Pauls  pall..  Walters  are  all  tease...  " 
with  26  matler-of-factly  erotic  drawings 
by  the  multi-talented  Joe  Brainard  The 
contentions  should  be  treated  with 
scepticism:  the  Richards  ol  the  world, 
lor  example,  are  libelled  blackly,  and 
should  mount  group  action  —  of  some 
sort.  Perhaps  descend,  en  masse,  on 
Col.  Williams'  Cumbrian  retreat,  and... 

Hotier-Than-Thou  Hocus-Pocus  & 
Homosexuality  by  Ralph  BlairfHCCC 
Inc.,  30  E  60lh  St.,  New  York,  NY  10022) 
is  an  attempt  lo  reform  the  anti- 
homosexual  attitudes  of  Evangelical 
Christians.  Evangelicals  have  been 
among  the  most  virulent  attackers  of 
gays  and  Or.  Blair  has  his  work  cut  out 
for  him.  It  is  no  mean  feat  to  persuade 
someone  lo  abandon  one  tenet  of  an 
idiotic  set  ot  beliefs,  yet  leave  all  the 
rest  untouched. 

Dr.  Blair  has  managed  to  find  some 
quotes  by  relatively  liberal  evangelicals: 
most  of  them  are  offensively  con- 
descending.  "Writing  of  homosexuality 
in  an  Inler-Varsity  publication,  Margaret 
Evening  suggests  several  questions  for 
sell-reflection  on  the  maturity, 
emotional  growth,  possible  sell 
indulgence,  effect  on  relationship  with 
God,  and  potential  for  becoming  more 
fully  human  in  a  loving  relationship ... 
Her  conclusion:  'II  homosexual  Iriends 
can,  with  real  honesty,  answer  these 
questions  to  their  entire  satisfaction 
and  peace  of  mind,  then  they  have 
nothing  to  fear.' "  Well!  It  leads  one  lo 
suspect  that  when  the  results  of  this 
rigorous  little  gays-only  questionnaire 
are  in,  we'll  all  be  found  warning,  and 
will  have,  in  fact,  quite  a  bit  "to  fear.'" 

Dr.  Blair  writes  very  well  on  Ihe  de- 
ceptions ol  the  "en -gay"  movement,  a 
clatch  of  supposedly  "reformed"  homo- 
sexuals. Gay  liberationism  will  rightly 
have  some  qualms  wilh  ihis  booklet,  but 
it  should  prove  vastly  helplul  to  gay 
women  and  men  inlluenced  by  a  strong 
Christian  tradition  No  price  is  given. 

Bernstein  on  Homosexuality  |20p. 


Alhoi  Books,  10  Alhol  St ,  Belfast,  N. 
Ireland)  reproduces  some  of  the  German 
socialist  leader's  writings  on  homo- 
sexuality, the  Wilde  Irial  and  the 
German  "Paragraph  175"  outlawing 
homosexual  relations.  Though 
sympathetic  lo  Ihe  homosexual  cause, 
Bernstein  shared  many  ol  the  prevailing 
conlusionsot  thetime  And  it  is 
amusing  now  lo  read  his  otthand 
deprecations  ot  Wilde's  wit  (he  says 
anyone  can  do  It). 

The  bunch  that  publishes  the 
pamphlet,  the  "British  &  Irish 
Communist  Organization."  seems  as 
contused  as  Bernstein  and  with  tar  less 
excuse:  "We  do  not,"  they  declare, 
"follow  the  'anli-sexisl'  movement  in 
their  demand  that  the  law  should 
oppose  the  social  bias  towards  hetero- 
sexuality  Heterosexualily  remains 
socially  necessary  and  should  be  en- 
couraged: homosexuality  is  fairly  harm- 
less and  can  be  tolerated"  —  but  only 
as  long  as  "overpopulation"  continues! 

The  cover  of  my  copy  of  this 
pamphlet  shows  a  naked  youth  of  the 
type  popularized  by  van  Gloeden,  but 
other  copies  I've  seen  have  lettering 
only,  so  ask  tor  a  copy  wilh  a  cover  boy 

To  say  that  Ed  Cox's  book  Waking 
(S2.50,  Gay  Sunshine  Press,  PO  Box 
40397.  San  Francisco  94140)  Is  typical  ot 
70s  gay  poetry  sounds  condescending 
and  dismissive.  I  do  not  mean  it  to  be. 
The  openly  gay  literature  of  the  post- 
Stonewall  years  has  included  a  high  pro- 
portion ol  very  good  and  original  writing 
along  wilh  ihe  inevitable  dreck,  and 
some  ot  Cox's  work  would  not  be  out  of 
place  among  the  better  gay  poems  ot 
Ihe  time. 

It  is  simply  that  both  the  focus  and 
the  manner  of  almost  all  the  pieces  here 
are  shared  widely  with  other  contemp- 
orary poets,  especially  gay  poets.  Cox 
employs  the  familiar  post-Ginsberg, 
post-Creeley  conventions  of  style,  and 
Ihe  school  times,  conversations  with 
friends,  moments  wilh  lovers,  are 
rendered  with  a  reticence  and 
perception  that  make  it  easy  to  recog- 
nize, as  Ron  Schreiber  says,  "the  myths 
of  our  own  lives,"  The  accessibility  this 
gives  Cox's  work  (and  the  admirable 
quietness  and  avoidance  of  stridency  or 
gimmicks)  must  be  weighed  against  the 
lack  of  a  really  distinctive  and  strong 
personal  voice. 

Certainly  there  are  some  memorable 
lines  here:  "Your  small  wrists  as 
different  as  hair  turning  gray,"  and 
some  ol  the  short  poems  of  just  a  few 
words  achieve  a  concentration  that 
reminds  me  of  Tom  Meyer,  or  the 
Canadian.  Robert  Flanagan 

Much  of  the  verse  in  Dan  Dulaney 
Allen's  Wings  ol  Live  Children  (S2. 
Ironwood  Press,  260  Downey  St..  San 
Francisco  94117)  is  self-indulgent  and 
deserves  to  have  been  worked  on  a  lot 
more  before  publication.  There  should 
be  more  lines  like  "the  hungry  sheep  in 
my  thumbs/  are  feeding  on  your 
lorehead." 

Raymond  Barrio's  The  Devil's  Apple 
Corps  ($1.50,  Ventura  Press,  Box  2268. 
Sunnyvale,  CA  94087)  isa  sort  of  manic 
courtroom  drama  starring  characters 
called  Gore  Vida!  and  Howard  Hughes. 
Unhappily,  these  lurn  out  lo  bear  little 
resemblance  lo  Ihe  lamous  fellows  with 
ihe  same  names.  Homemade  design. 
Strictly  tor  avid  collectors  of 
Vldahana 

by  Ian  Young 


By  Her  Own 
Admission 

by  Mary  Jo  Rliher  with  Glf  lord 
Guy  Gib*on 

The  heartbreaking  sloryol  a 
motner  s  courtroom  [utile  lot  Ihe 

custody  of  rw  chtid  —  a lanrjmac 
Mi  of  trie  rights,  ot  gay  parents 


The  Young  in  One 
Another's  Arms 

By  Jane  HuM, 
hardcover  S6.95 
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Frank  O'Hara 

Pool  Among  Painters 

by  Marjoiie  Peflofl 

hardcover  S14.50 

"Despite  his  posthumous  tame, 

Frank  O'Hara  s  poetry  still  remain: 

une-piored  territory    Period  has 

now  provided  an  e  it  el  lent  guide  ll 


n  Ashbery 


We  Speak  for 
Ourselves 

Experiences  In  Homosexual 

Counselling 

by  Jack  Sabusclo 

paper  S7.95 

Written  by  a  gay  man  lor  anyone 

who  gives  help  la  those  needing 

understanding  and  assistance  In 

accepting  their  sexual  orientation 

It  s  a  Book  lull  ol  unique  insights 

into  the  ways  we  view  ourselves 


The  Ancient 

and  other  poems 
By  Judith  Crewe 
paper  S3.50 

"A  lirsl  collection  ol  tough- minded, 
hard-surfaced  and  olten  complei 
poems"  By  Ihe  Alberta  lesbian 
poel.  Ms  Crewe  contributes  Ihe 
regular  Tapestries  column  to  Ihe 
Body  Politic. 


Society  and  the 
Healthy  Homosexual 


Gay  American 
History 


covering  more  than 
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Rubyfruil  Jungle 


and  very  lunny 
TlH  .iKiguvil 

Daughters 
Press  Bdlllon 
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Loving  Man 

A  Photographic  Guide  Ic 
Gay  Male  Lovemaking 
By  Mark  Freedman 
and  Harvey  Mayes 
S13.95 


ihe  language  »e  use.  illustrated 
witfi  dozens  ol  photographs  A 
warmandgentleoook."  Martin 
Dubeiman 


After  You're  Out 

P« ion* I  E> peri* nets  ot  Gay  Man 

and  Lesbian  Women 
«tued  By  Karta  Jay  and  Allen  Young 
paper  $6.95 

Jay  and  Young  s  second  gay  lib- 
eration anthology    Elaine  Noble 

significant  compilations  ol  gay 

thought  and  political  theory      In 

ll  large  lormat  edition. 


Socialism  and  the 
New  Life 

The  Personal  and  Seiual  Politics 
ot  Edward  Carpenter  and 
Have  lock  Ellis 
By  Ro  wool  ham  and  Weeks 
paper  S3.95 

a  iignilicanl  contribution  to  Ihf 
theoretical  advancement  ot 
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it  lor  people 


It's  that  time  of  year  again. .well,  almost.  Certainly  not  too  early  to  be 
thinking  about  a  little  something  for  a  lover  or  friend,  or  even  yourself.  Pink 
Triangle's  Book  Service  offers  a  big  selection  at  bookstore  prices.. .(if  book- 
stores had  them.)  And  now  you  can  charge  your  order  on  Chargex  or 
Mastercharge.  So  go  on, ..browse. 
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Christopher  and  His 
Kind 


Sila 


Isherwcod's  autobiography  He 
lalks  candidly  about  gay  lite  and 
loves  in  Ihe  Berlin  ol  the  '30s 


KATL  MIL! 


Sita 


by  Kale  Milled 
hardcover  $11.50 

In  a  work  as  intimate  and  moving  as 
her  autobiographical  flying.  Miiiett 
creates  vivid  portraits  ol  two 
omen,  lover  and 
ng  through  Ihe 
ie  Ol  their 


The  David  Kopay 
Story 

by  David  Kopay 

with  Perry  Dean  Young 

hardcover  $10.75 


Com  mon-or- Garden 
Gods 


om  Canadian  poel  and 
and  most  impressive 


With  Downcast  Gays 

Aspeclsol  Homosenual 
Se  It-oppression 
by  Andrew  Hodges 
and  Oavid  Hutlar 
paper  SI. 35 

The  pioneering  study  on  gay  self- 
oppression,  this  is  a  book  —  dare 
we  say  if  —  that  could  change 
your  lite  The  lirslol  Pink  Triangle 
Press'  own  publications. 


NEW  THIS 
MONTH! 

Two  Strand  River 


There  are  tricks  and  there 
magic  Two  Strand  H.ver  t 
what  our  magic  might  be  - 
kinds  ol  metaphors 


Women's  Festival 
Calendar  for  1978 


with  photographs  taken  at  the 
Mount  Pleasant.  Michigan 
Women's  Music  Festival 


The  VD  Book 

by  Joseph  Chlappa 

and  Joseph  Forlsh 

paper  S2.2S 

The  olliciai  handbook  ol  Ihe 

American  "Operation  Venus  " 

The  facts  ol  life,  straight  —  and.  ol 

course,  gay 


The  Naked 
Civil  Servant 

by  Quentin  Crisp 
paper  S2.25 

The  autobiography  ol  "one  ot  '.he 
stalely  homos  ot  England,"  this 
book  is  "brilliant,  full  Ols  " 
humour  and  sharp  spurts 
said  the  Irish  Times. 


GROWING 
UP  GAY 

AniicKantni^itzrT 

Under  the  Rainbow 

Growing  Up  Gay 
by  Arnie  Kantrowitz 
hardcover  $9.95 


to  be  gay  A  book  oi 
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intelligence,  andai 
good  lee  ling. 
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Mayoralty  candidate 
defends  gay  rights 

Edmonton  voters  are  currently  being 
Med  by   milk,  and  honey"  promises  in 
ir>e  triennial  civic  elections  in  which  a 
mayor  and  councilpersons  will  be 
elected  to  Ctly  Council-  The  election  will 
take  place  on  October  19m 

The  largest  media  coverage  is-bemg 
accorded  Ihe  mayoralty  race  which  is 
being  dominated  by  lour  male  big 
business  candidates  whose  programmes 
appear  indistinguishable  Irom  each  other 
Neither  Messrs  Purves,  Dent  Decorenor 
incumbent  Mayor Cavanagh  are 
presenting  specific  programmes  to 
Edmonton  voters  Slressing  empty 
platitudes  such  as  'leadership  and  a 
positive  approach',  these  candidates, 
concerned  only  with  growth  and 
development,  have  ignored  or  downplayed 
the  issue  Ol  flay  rights  in  Edmonton 

Two  mayoralty  candidales  do  have 
definite  programmes  and  proposals  lor 
gay  rights  in  Edmonton.  Eddy  Keene  has 
made  a  campaign  promise  that  it  elected 
mayor,  he  will  make  Edmonton  "a  clean 
city  lor  the  Commonwealth  Games.  I'm 
going  lo  remove  as  many  smut  magazines 
as  1  can  I'm  going  to  close  all  body  rub 
parlours  I'm  going  to  put  Ihe  gays  back 
mio  their  closetsand  close  their  clubs. 
I'm  going  fo  promote  Ihe  family  " 

The  Edmonton  Journal,  Edmonton's 
largesl  daily  newspaper,  has  quest  ionned 
Keene's  suitability  as  a  mayoralty 
candidate  when  his  programme  seems  to 
consist  solely  of  wanting  to  "m|ure 
harmless  people" 

Don  Tapscotl,  Revolutionary  Workers 
League  (RWLJ  candidate  has  consistently 


deleoded  the  rights  ol  gay  people 

ihroughoui  the  election  The  socialist 
campaign  under  which  he  is  running  has  a 
wide-ranging  set  ol  gay  demands,  which 
include prohibilion  ot  discrimination 
against  homose>ual  and  bisexual  people 
in  civic  employment,  Ihe  inclusion  of 
se.ual  orientation  in  Ihe  Alberta  Bill  ol 
Rights  and  the  Individual  Rights 
Protection  Act.  and  an  end  to 
discrimination  against  lesbians  in  child 
custody  cases.  The  RWL  also  supports 
the  reinstatement  ot  John  Damien 
Damien  is  to  speak  at  a  public  forum  in 
ihe  city  on  October  20. 

Public  reaction  to  Tapscolt's  gay  rights 
statements  and  to  a  gay  presence  in  the 
campaign  has  been  mixed  At  a  recent  all- 
candidates  meeting,  a  lesbian  woman 
was  hissed  and  booed  when  she  asked 
mayoralty  candidates  what  they  intended 

:  to  do  about  gay  rights  The  negative  tone 
ol  this  meeting  regarding  minority  rights 

:  wasalsoindicatedwhenamanaskeda 
question  m  French  and  was  informed  by  a 
member  ol  the  audience  thai  "  we  speak 
English  only  in  Edmonton". 
Ala  subsequent  all-candidates 

■  meeting,  a  lesbian  member  of  GATE 
askedTaoscott  whal  he  thought  about 

■  this  wanton  display  ol  homophobia  by 
other  candidales.  Tapscolfs  defence  ol 


gay  rights  received  a  solid  round  ol 

applause  Iromlhe  1200  audience 
members,  and  caused  other  candidales  lo 
|  flurry tothemicrophonesdenooncing 
i  Tapscotl  s  appraisal  of  their  attitudes 
toward  homosexuality  Former  two-lerm 
mayor  Dent  said  that  tie  couldn't 
understand  whal  all  Ihe  luss  was  about 
because  "everyone  knows  I  ha' 
homosexuals  are  protected  by  our  legal 
syslem  agamst  discrimination"  Audience 
members  laughed  and  booed. 

The  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
iGATE)  In  Edmonton  has  responded  to 
these  aitacks  and  intends  to  capitalize  on 
the  public  support  thai  has  begun  to  grow 
lor  gay  nghts  GATE'S  specific  objective 
is  to  receive  firm  commitments  Irom  all 
mayoralty  candidates  In  support  of  gay 
rights  and  thereafter  to  present  briels  lo 
city  hall  demanding  realization  ol 
campaign  promises 

by  Rosemary  Ray  _. 

"Gemorra"  West? 

Since  mid-July,  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equalily  (GATE)  Edmonton  has  been 
i  seeking  endo'sements  lor  a  brief  to  be 
presented  lo  Cily  Council  calling  lor 
legislation  to  prohibit  discrimination 
agamst  gays  employed  by  Ihe  cily. 

Having  received  a  positive 
endorsement  from  Ihe  Unuarian 
Church,  copies  ol  the  brief  and  a  call  lor 
support  were  senl  lo  other 
organizations,  among  them  Ihe 
Netherlands  Church.  This  organization 
has  internationally  supported 
homosexual  equality  In  Edmonton,  il 
does  not. 

In  his  response,  a  church 
spokesperson  noted  lhat  "In  several 
places  in  Ihe  Bible,  homosexuality  is 
described  as  a  sin  and  therefore  halef  ul 
to  God,  The  cities  ol  Sodom  and 
Gemorra  (sic)  were  destroyed  because 


ol  Iheir  sinful  lives  including 
homosexuality  by  Jud||h  Crew# 

Dial  a  sailor 

Thanks  lo  the  US  Navy  s  public 
relations  department,  people  in  the 
naval  port  ol  Norlolk  Virginia  can  now 
enioy  a  remarkable  new  telephone 
service:  Dial  a-Saiior 

II  is  intended,  says  Ihe  Navy,  as  a 
means  lor  Norfolk  lesidents  to  meet 
and  greet  visiling  seamen  A  caller  can 
be  provided  with  a  dinner  guest,  a  beach 
companion  or  someone  with  whom  lo 
enjoy  a  sporting  event 

from  GPU  rVaws 


Women  cloistered 
for  strategy  rap 

More  lhat  seventy  women  went  to 
a  Norman-slyle  Holy  Cross  Retreat  at 
Port  Burwell,  Ontario  on  Thanksgiving 
'  Weekend  lor  "Strategy  and  the 
Women's  Movement  Today.  A  Women's 
Provincial  Political  Action  Conference" 
■  sponsored  by  the  London  Women's 

Action  Committee. 
:       "Oh,  the  ironic  coniiadictionsl  — 
i  Active  Ontario  Feminists  gelling 
'  together  in  ihe  luxurious  belly  ol  Ihe 
church  to  discuss  their  diff  iculfy 
building  awomen's  movement  as  the 
stale  becomes  increasingly  opposed  to 
having  thai  movement  built,"  said  one 
,  participanl. 

Mary  O'Brien  gave  an  arlislically 
.  magnificent  and  inlormalive  speech  on 
"Strategy  and  the  Women's  Movemenl. 
,  a  Theoretic  Overview  "  She  looked  lor 
1  the  philosophy  ol  birth,  she  said,  and 
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was  inremsted '"  women  in  political 
Iheory  "We  have  no  choice  'shesaid 
if  we  abdicate  ihe  control  ol 
reproduction  lo  the  ailing  class  ana  Ihe 
ruling  sex.  they  will  use  il 

Sandy  Stemeeker  spoke  about 
strategy  "We  have  not  made  significant 
gains  in  economic  areas  —  daycare, 
wages,  etc.,  but  we/iavebulll  an  army." 
But  'il  you  don  I  educate  that  army 
aboul  why  the  government  does  what  It 
does,  you  lose  the  momentum,  as  we 
didindaycare.lt  Is  lime  to  reown  our 
movement,  to  define  H  with  high 
visibility  so  we  do  not  set  ourselves  up 
lor  co-optatlon  The  movement  was  built 
in  small  units  Now  we've  got  lo  make 
our  networks  work  and  start  thinking  in 
massive  numbers." 

With  some  exceptions  there  was 
general  agreement  that  reform  does  not 
work,  and  workshop  discussions  tned 
lo  deal  with  lorms  ol  revolution,  union 
organizing,  civil  disobedience. 

As  usual,  ihere  was  nol  enough  time 
Once  the  concepl  ol  a  province- wide, 
slralegy-orienied  organization  came  up. 
it  was  too  late  for  women  to  stay  and 
discuss  il.  Lesbian  perspectives,  too. 
were  "assumed"  but  not  really 
considered  as  an  important  contribution 
to  a  strategy  cenlenng  around 
reproduction  However,  ihe  conference 
was  agreed  lo  have  been  successful  In 
terms  of  digging  in  lor  the  long  struggle. 
by  Gay  Bell 

Catalyst 
channels  cash 

Seven  Canadian  writers  have  been 
awarded  Ontario  Arts  Council  granls 
ranging  trom  S200 I0S8OO  at  the  rec- 
ommendalion  of  Catalyst,  a  gay  pub- 
lishing house  based  in  Scarborough, 
Ontario  The  lucky  authors  are  Graham 
Jackson,  Judith  Crewe,  Wayne  McNeill. 
Richard  Phelan,  Doug  Wilson,  Pier 
Giorgio  di  Cicco  and  Will  Aitken.u 

Crackdown  gone 
too  far,  CGRO, 
politicians  protest 

Opposition  has  begun  to  organize 
agamsl  Ihe  repressive  atmosphere 
which  grew  in  Toronto  following  the 
murder  of  12-year-old  Emanuel  Jaques 
in  July  The  gay  community,  Ihrough  the 
Coalillon  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 
(CGRO),  spoke  out  early.  Since  then, 
others  have  publicly  spoken  against  the 
calls  tor  repressive  measures. 

On  September  2,  Alderman  Allan 
Sparrow  called  a  press  conference  to 
publicly  disassociate  himsell  from  a 
"runaway  repressive  atmosphere  being 
generated  by  events  in  the  downtown 
core  "He  also  specifically  dis- 
associaled  himsell  from  Ihe 
"repression  of  the  gay  community," 
Sparrow  also  stated  Ihat  he  was 
"appalled"  at  the  Attorney-General  and 
the  Metro  Chairman  lor  supporting  Ihe 
re-introduction  ol  the  "notoriousand 
thoroughly  discredited"  omnibus 
vagrancy  laws.  These  laws,  he  slated, 
"were  often  abused  by  the  police," 
Shortly  alter  the  Jaques  murder, 
Attorney-General  Roy  McMurtry  called 
lor  there-Introduction  of  the  vagrancy 
laws  as  a  way  of  eliminating  male  pros- 
titution in  Toronto  Sparrow's  slatement 
followed  earlier,  but  less  specilic,  state- 
ments by  Mayor  David  Crombie  and 
Alderman  Arthur  Eggleton  expressing 
concern  that  the  "clean-up"  ol  Yonge 
Street  nol  infringe  on  the  rights  ol  any 
group. 

The  Portuguese  community,  which 
had  been  prominenl  in  the  calls  for  re- 
pressive measures,  was  also  beginning 
todenouncelheclimateof  hysteria.  The 
September  issue  of  Ihe  Education 
Educator,  a  Portuguese  community 
publication,  condemned  the  demonstra- 
tion by  12,000  Portuguese  in  response 
to  Ihe  Jaques  murder  The  August  6 
demo  was  extensively  reported  by  the 
media  because  of  its  support  for  the  re- 
instatement! Ihe  death  penally  and  its 
slogans  calling  tor'  dealhlo  all  sex  per- 
verts ."  The  Education  Educator  staled 
that  "Ninety  per  cent  ol  the  Portuguese 
organizations  did  not  olllcially  support 
Ihe  demonstralion ."  The  article  added 
that    capital  punishment  will  nol  solve 
November 


the  problem  ol  cnme  in  any  society  and 
it  is  an  uncivilized  way  Ot  punishing 
criminals  who  many  limes  a/e  the  vic- 
tims ot  ihe  socio-polillcal  and  economic 
system.'' 

In  a  related  mailer,  CGRO,  feeling 
thai  the  media  coverage  contributed  10 
Ihe  public  hysteria,  wrote  10  the  Toronto 
Star  and  called  lor  an  end  to  Ihe  use  of 
terms  like  "homosexual  orgy"  in 
relation  to  such  crimes.  CGRO  specifi- 
cally urged  the  Star  lo  avoid  a  recur- 
rence of  the  hysteria  when  the  Jaques 
case  comes  to  trial 

Responding  to  the  CGRO  letter, 
Mart m  Goodman,  Editor-in-Chiel,  stated 
that  II  is  the  policy  ol  the  Sfar  "to  avoid 
the  gratuitous  use  ol  prejudicial 
language.  If  such  language  forms  a  sig- 
nificant part  ol  Ihe  trial  record,  however, 
it  will,  of  course,  be  subject  to  reporting 
In  Ihe  context." 

Unsatisfied  with  this  response, 
CGRO  will  be  launching  a  formal 
complainl  with  the  Onlario  Press 

by  Tom  Warner 


siatus"  ot  gay  youth  '  You  aren't 
supposed  10  be  gay  until  you  re  twenty- 
one  We  aren't  going  to  push  politically 
to  change  that  yet  it  seems  more  impor- 
tant m  the  beginning  to  provide  a  place 
lor  young  people  to  come  oul.  10  accept 
themselves  before  I  hey  slriveloget 
others  to  accept  them." 

Dene  Roach,  a  member  ol  Gay  Youth 
Halifax,  said,  "I  guess  the  group  really 
stands  lor  all  the  younger  gays  who  are 
quite  often  left  oul.  Gay  Youth  will  try  to 
unite  youths  in  this  area  to  help  them, 
especially  in  coming  oul.  because  it's 
50  important  thai  young  gays  develop 
healthy  mental  and  physical  atlitudes.  It 
will  also  iry  to  help  us  adapl  lo  Ihe  role- 
playing  forced  upon  us  at  home  and 
school.  In  its  own  way,  Gay  Youth  is 
saying  lo  all  young  gays:  You  are  nol 
alone.  Unite.  I  eel  appreciated,  talk  with 
others,* " 

The  new  organization  hopes  lo 
function  wilhoul  an  executive.  Gay 
Youth  Halifax  can  be  contacted  c/o 
Wendell  Enman.  Apt.  1913, 1 333  South 
Park  SI..  Halilax,  Nova  Scotia. 

by  Robin  Metcalfe  3 


Steel  City  updates 

In  late  July  the  Hamilton  Spectator  gave 
a  sour  welcome  lo  Ihe  recommendation 
to  include  gay  civil  rights  in  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code  (OHRCi.  In  the  pasl 
two  months,  however,  Ihe  Spectator  has 
become  much  less  homophobic. 

Aller  its  breakthrough  article  on 
Hamilton  gays  in  late  July,  only  two 
letters  in  opposition  to  the  article  have 
appeared,  both  from  ministers.  This  was 
hardly  the  massive  public  outcry  Ihat 
the  Spectator  may  have  expected, 
especially  since  it  accused  ihe  OHRC  of 
going  over  the  head  of  public  opinion. 

On  Saturday,  September  10  the  paper 
published  its  tirsi  unsolicited  favorable 
news  item  on  homosexuality.  The  item 
was  aboul  Ihe  pro-gay  resolutions 
apptoved  by  ihe  American  Sociological 
Association,  which  declared  that 
"homosexuals  are  not  disproportion- 
ately found  among  Ihose  who  molest 
children  Homosexuals  do  not  'recruit' 
persons  into  a  life  ol  homosexualily. 
The  perpetuation  ol  lalse  stereotypes 
like  these  are  harmful  for  all  con- 
cerned." 

One  of  McMaster  Homophile 
Association's  representatives  was 
barred  from  a  straight  disco  in  ihe 
Windsor  Hotel  recently  for  passing  oul 
copies  of  ihe  MHA  program.  The  MHA 
has  been  quite  active  recently  both  on 
and  off  campus.  In  August,  it  set  up  a 
booth  during  orientation  week  at 
McMaster  University,  and  held  a  picnic 
attended  Oy  100  gays,  James  Fraser  of 
Ihe  Canadian  Gay  Archives  spoke  to  the 
Association  aboul  Ihe  Archives  and  its 
future  plans.  Media  activities  Included 
sending  two  speakers  to  radio  station 
CHML  900  lor  an  open-line  program 
about  homosexuality,  and  publishing  an 
article  in  the  September  15  issue  ot 
Silhouette  on  Ihe  Jaques  murder.  The 
article  was  supported  by  a  leiler 
published  ihe  following  week. 

The  McMaster  Film  Board  premiered 
its  film  A  Son  ol  the  Family,  about  a 
young  gay  s  coming  out  and  subse- 
quent tears.  II  took  place  at  midnight  on 
Friday,  October  7  al  the  Broadway 
Theatre,  Hamilton.  Personnel  from  MHA 
took  pari  in  Ihe  film  and  ihe  organiza- 
tion received  a  credit. 

by  Shane  Que  Hee  1 


ADGQ  seeks 
Justice  meeting 

I  The  Association  pour  les  Droits  des 
'  Gai(e)s  du  Quebec  (ADGQI  is  calling  for 
,  a  meeting  with  Justice  Mimsler  Marc- 
|  Andre  Bedard  and  Quebec  Human 
Rights  Commission  President  Rene 
Hurtubise  to  present  them  a  brief  on  gay 
j  rights. 
1       Entitled  "The  Homosexual  Minority  in 

Quebec  and  Ihe  Human  Rights 
,  Charter,"  the  brief  highlights  cases  of 
,  anti-gay  discrimination  in  employment, 
housing  and  access  to  public  services. 
It  underlines  Ihe  absence  ol  any 
prolecllon  for  gay  people  in  Ihe  Charter. 
1      The  brief  concludes  with  recom- 
|  mendalions  that: 

I  "TheQuebec  government  amend  the 
Human  Righls  Charter  to  include  Ihe 
I  terms  'sexual  orientation'  among  the 
'  grounds  upon  which  discrimination  is 
,  outlawed; 
•  That  the  Human  Rights  Commission 
follow  ihe  example  ol  the  Onlario 
■  Human  Rights  Commission  and  recom- 
i  mend  the  inclusion  ol  sexual  orienla- 
|  lion  in  the  government's  charter;  and 
I  •  That  the  Commission  undertake 
social  and  legal  research  into  Ihe  needs 
of  Ihe  homosexual  minority  vis-a-vis 
I  human  righls  matters. 

A  copy  of  the  brief  will  also  be  sent  to 
1  all  1 10  members  of  the  National 
!  Assembly  in  order  to  draw  their 
attention  lo  the  lack  ol  protection  for 
the  civil  rights  of  Quebec's  gay  popula- 


tion. 

Up  to  now,  the  Justice  Mimsler  has 
j  been  unwilling  lo  indicate  any  support 
;  for  gay  rights.  ADGQ,  however,  met  wilh 
j  a  representative  of  Ihe  Human  Rights 
Commission  tasl  year,  and  Ihe  Centre 
;  Homophile  d'Aide  el  de  Liberation 
:  (CHAL)  of  Quebec  City  met  with  Ihe 
director  of  the  Commission's  Quebec 
Cily  office  last  July.  On  both  occasions 
Ihe  Commission  expressed  interest  in 
the  question  of  gay  righls, 
I      "We  hope  the  presentation  of  the 
brief  and  ihe  October  15  gay  rights 
1  demonstralion  in  Montreal  will  apply 
more  pressure  on  the  Justice  Minister 
and  the  Commission  and  lorce  them  to 
1  act."  announced  Ron  Dayman,  the  co- 
ordinator ol  ADGQ's  civil  rights 
committee. 

by  Stuart  Russell  __ 


In  a  brief  which  it  presented  to  Ihe 
governmeni  earlier  this  year,  PSAC 
says:  "Even  though  nowadays  society 
and  lis  laws  lake  a  more  liberal  view  ot 
homosexual ily.  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe  Ihat  homosexuals  are  still  con- 
'  sldered  security  risks  "  Citing  Ihe  case 
'  ol  Barbara  Thornborrow,  the  lesbian 
fired  Irom  Ihe  Armed  Forces,  the  union 
said:  "This  approach  is  anything  but 
'  realistic.  There  is  no  evidence  thai 
homosexuals,  any  more  than  hetero- 
1  sexuals.  are  likely  to  reveal  stale 
!  secrets  as  a  result  of  seduction  or 
j  blackmail."  D 

NGRC  launches 
Petition  50,000 

Gay  groups  all  across  Canada  have 
:  begun  to  circulate  a  petition  calling  on 
I   lederal  and  provincial  governments  to 
1  add  sexual  orientation  to  their  human 
I  rights  legislation. 

None  ot  Canada's  human  rights 

codes  now  contain  Ihe  words  "sexual 

i  orientation'1  and  as  a  result  gay  people 

have  no  legislative  prelection  against 
1  discrimination. 

The  43  member  groups  ol  the 
1  National  Gay  Righls  Coalition  (NGRC) 
I  decided  al  the  last  national  conlerence 
'  in  Saskatoon  that  a  petition  was  the 
best  tool  to  continue  the  struggle  lor 
I  Ihe  inclusion  of  sexual  orientalion.  Jusl 
1  prior  to  Ihe  conference,  ihe  fedeial 
I  governmeni  voled  down  an  amendment 
'  thai  would  have  added  ihe  phrase  to  its 

recently  adopted  Canadian  Human 
j  Righls  Act. 

This  was  followed  by  the  publication 
ot  a  Gallup  Poll  which  showed  that  52% 
of  Canadians  supported  the  inclusion  ol 
sexual  orientation  in  the  Act  while  only 
30%  were  actually  opposed. 

NGRC  has  circulated  copies  of  the 
petition  to  each  ol  its  member  groups, 
and  has  established  quotas  which,  IF 
attained,  will  result  in  a  tola)  ol  50,000 
signatures  on  the  petition. 

The  coordinating  office  has  set  a 
target  dale  of  May  15, 1978  for 
completion  ol  ihe  signature  drive  so 
Ihat  the  petition  may  be  presented  to 
Ihe  House  of  Commons  on  June  1, 1978, 
the  fits!  anniversary  oi  ihe  passage  in 
Ihe  House  of  Ihe  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Act. 

Each  page  of  the  petition  Is  divided 
into  two  parts,  one  part  dealing  with 
federal  legislation  and  the  other  with 
legislalion  in  thai  particular  province. 
People  will  be  asked  to  sign  twice,  once 
on  each  pari.  When  the  petitions  are 
completed,  ihe  two  parts  will  be  split 
and  presenled  separately  io  Ihe  ap- 
propriate legislative  bodies. 

According  to  the  rules  in  Oitawa  and 
in  each  of  the  provinces,  io  be  "'ol- 
ticially"  presented  .  ihe  petitions  must 
be  endorsed  and  tabled  in  the  House  ot 
Commons,  or  in  the  legislatures,  by  a 
sitting  member  NGRC  will  be  approach- 
ing sympathetic  MPs  and  MPPs  to  pre- 
sent Ihepelilionson  its  behalf. 

Groups  will  be  circulating  Ihe  petition 
in  ihe  gay  communiiy  and  in  unions, 
community  and  professional 
associations,  human  righls  groups,  poli- 
tical organizalions  and  social  agencies. 
Anyone  inlerested  in  signing  should 
approach  an  NGRC  group  in  his/her 
area.  (See  The  Body  Pontic's 
Community  Page.  p.  27.).  ] 


Gay  youth  organize 

Young  Haligonian  gays  have  formed  a 
new  organization.  Gay  Youth  Halifax 
held  US  first  meeting  ai  ihe  Turret  Gay 
Community  Cenire  on  September  21 
The  idea  lor  ihe  group  came  from 
Wendell  Enman  and  grew  out  of  his  par- 
ticipation in  workshops  at  the  Saska- 
toon conference  this  summer.  "We 
want  tobe  a  group  to  provide  friendship, 
a  place  to  come  out,  to  talk  to  other  gay 
people  of  our  own  age,"  said  Enman  He 
said  thai  ihe  group  was  particularly  con- 
cerned aboul  ihe  "legal  and  sexual 


Union  attacks  gov't 
on  security 
clearances 

The  Public  Service  Alliance  of  Canada 
(PSAC)  has  cnlicized  ihe  lederal  govern- 
ments approach  lo  security  clearances 
tor  homosexuals. 

PSAC  is  the  union  which  represents       ! 
most  of  the  federal  civil  servants  In 
Canada. 
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FLAUNTING  IT! 


WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO 

HELP 

OTHER  GAY  PEOPLE? 


If  you  have  a  sincere  desire  [o  help  people  and  can  give  4  hours  a  week 
of  your  time.  The  Toronto  Area  Gay  Phone  Line  is  greatly  in  need  of 
volunteer  telephone  counsellors.  For  full  information,  please  phone  964- 
6600,  or  write  TAG,  Box  6706,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ont.,  MSW  1XS. 


\J  &  J    I  C3VGI  Catering  to  your  lifestyle. 

205  Weltesley  St.  E,  Toronto.  Call921-1101 
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Wherever.. 


January  groups  to  AcapulcoandSan  Juan.  Space  limited  - 
book  early. 


Come  out 
w'th  us 


cMandate, 

\^S  CORPORATION 


PROFESSIONAL  ESCORT  SERVICES 


SUITE    1 006 

102  BLOOR  STREET  WEST,  TORONTO .  CANADA  M5S  IMS 

TEL.  (416)967-1040 


Freedom  of  Speech 


One  ot  the  llrst  sounds  you  heat  in  a  war 
is  the  slamming  ol  doors.  Maybe  you've 
heard  it  recently. 

CBC.  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Ctosei.  doggedly  refuses  public  service 
announcements  (torn  Gay  organizations 
The  Vancouver  Sun  is  lighting  GATE 
Vancouver  all  the  way  lolhe  Supreme 
Court  to  prevent  Gay  people  from  ad- 
vertising, i.e.,  trom  speaking  about  and 
tor  ourselves.  In  Toronto,  in  rapid 
sequence,  radio  station  O107  accepted, 
then  retused  paid  ads  trom  The  Body 

I  Politic;  The  Globe  and  Mall.  "Canada's 
nalional  newspaper,''  accepted,  (hen 

I  refused  a  paid  ad  from  Glad  Day  Books. 

I  the  Gay  Bookstore,  and  then  came  the 

|  Rogers  Cable  TV  scandal  (see  the 
news).  Two  men  were  arrested  and  two 

'  women  verbally  abused  while  postering. 
It's  hard  to  stop  us  (rom  malting 
posters,  but  If  they  can  slop  anyone 
from  seeing  Ihem,  Where's  freedom  ol 
speech?  And  the  federal  government 
slammed  the  doors  on  the  public  park 
that  doesn't  even  have  any  doors,  on  a 
Gay  people's  festival,  the  Oscar  Wilde 
Birthday  Party.  It  had  to  go  indoors,  into 
rented  facilities.  Ah,  free  enterprise! 

Each  of  these  slammed  and 
slamming  doors  constitutes  a  new 
battleground  lor  Gay  people.  Ail  we 
need,  Isn't  It.? 

"Lies  are  often  much  more  plausible, 
more  appealing  to  reason,  than  reality, 
since  the  liar  has  the  great  advantage  ol 
knowing  beforehand  whal  the  audience 
wishes  or  expects  to  hear."  —  Hannah 
Arendt."AII  effective  propaganda  musl 
be  conlined  to  a  lew  bare  necessities 
and  then  musl  be  expressed  In  a  lew 
stereotyped  formulas ...  Only  constant 
repetition  will  finally  succeed  m 
imprinting  an  idea  upon  the  memory  of  a 
crowd."  —  Adolph  Hitler,  who  knew 
what  he  was  talking  about.  "The  survival 
ol  democracy  depends  on  Ihe  ability  of 
large  numbers  ol  people  to  make 
realistic  choices  in  Ihe  light  of  adequate 
information  "  But  we  are  laced  with  a 
"vasl  mass  communications  industry, 
concerned  in  the  main  with  neither  the 
true  of  the  false,  but  with  the  unreal.  Ihe 
more  or  less  totally 

irrelevant... {appealing  to)  man's  almost 
infinite  appetite  lor 

disiraclions."  —  Aldous  Huxley.  "Few 
if  any  public  reactions  against 
homosexuality  are  spontaneous  Most 
are  eilher  arranged  or  slage-managed  by 
persons  and  factions  who  seldom  care 
one  way  or  another  about  seiual 
mailers,  but  who  have  set  their  sights 
on  various  kinds  of  political  gains." 
—  C.A.  Tripp,  Get  the  picture?  It's  just  a 
question  of  knowing  your  enemy,  isn't 
it? 

The  "mass  media"  are,  by  and  large,  a 
crock  of  shit.  No  wonder  so  many 
people  working  m  them  end  up  bitterly 
disillusioned;  they  come  bounding  out 
of  Journalism  or  Broadcasting  School 
wilh  a  searing  passion  for  Iruth  and  fall 
into  dull,  dull  jobs,  a  lifetime  sentence 
packaging  other  people's  lies.  Bui  try 
and  ignore  them.  They  won'l  go  away. 
They  insert  themselves  hugely  and  hyp- 
notically between  us  and  our  world, 
between  each  of  us,  and  between 
tenuously  connected  pieces  of  our- 
selves. They  presume  to  interpret,  to 
"mediate"  for  us  what  we  see  and  hear 
around  us,  far  and  near,  even  inside  our- 
selves.  They  do  it  on  such  a  scale  and  so 
relentlessly  that  Ihey  can  bring  us  to 
sacrifice  Ihe  evidence  Ot  our  own  sen- 
ses and  experience  to  their  second- 
hand images.  That's  power 

"Freedom  of  Ihe  press  righlly 
belongs  to  the  people  and  not  the 
publishers."  —  Beiand  Honderich, 
publisher  of  The  Toronto  Star  The  same 
Scar  that  fired  a  reporter  two  years  ago 
for  claiming  publicly  the  paper  slanted 
its  coverage  ol  a  leaerai  election.  (This 
particular  crusader  must  have  wanted 
the  slant  to  go  another  way;  few  "jour- 
nalists" have  proved  more  adept  at 
distortion,  to  say  nothing  of  pure  shit, 
than  —  yes  —  Claire  Hoy  Heworksso 
hard  at  vilifying  Gay  people  lhal  one 
can't  help  wondering:  maybe  he  never 


got  over  being  called  "Claire."  Or  —  but 
who'd  want  him??)  The  same  Star 
launched  and  largely  financed  Ihe 
Ontario  Press  Council,  "to  preserve  the 
established  freedom  ol  Ihepress"  — 
freedom  to  ignore  or  make  mincemeat 
of  reality  —  to  which  several  formal 
complaints  by  Gay  individuals  and 
organizations  have  led  absolutely  no-        i 
where,  surprise,  surprise. 

More  freedom  ol  the  press.  CBC 
claims  to  reach  97-98%  of  the 
population  of  Canada,  it  tends  with  Its 
$300  million  annual  budget  to  represent 
ihe  remaining  2-3%  Five  individuals, 
families  or  conglomerates  own  half  the     | 
dally  papers  in  Canada,  with  more  than 
halt  the  circulation,  this  concentration 
is  increasing.  1975  total  advertising 
revenue  Canadian  daily  papers,  radio 
and  TV  $974,900,000  Four  hundred 
million  viewers  In  90  countries  received 
359  episodes  ot  the  American  TV 
western  "Bonanza."  an  estimated  143 
trillion  personhours  spent  absorbing 
the  values  ol  the  Cartwright  lamily  One 
minute  ol  prime-time  U.S.  network 
television  costs  $120,000  and  up.  (And 
our  money  isn  't  as  good  as  General 
Foods,  witness  Q107  and  The  Globe  ) 
Who  was  It  said  "It  you  want  freedom  ol 
Ihe  press,  you  have  to  own  one." 

In  denying  us  access  to  their  outlets, 
Ihe  owners  and  managers  know  exactly 
what  they're  doing.  They're  nol  acting 
on  whim.  They  want  us,  need  us 
isolated,  helpless  and  dependent  on 
them  lor  our  images  of  the  world,  of 
each  other  and  of  ourselves.  Example:  a 
classified  ad  in  the  previous  issue  ol 
The  Body  Politic.  "Somewhere  in 
Toronto  there  must  be  a  masculine 
looking  guy  who  could  work  nexl  to 
Claire  Hoy  without  Claire  Hoy  knowing 
( there  are,  they  are,  and  he  doesn't).  I 
am  30 and  lit  that  description  Discref (on 
assured."  One  ot  Hoy's  recent 
diatribes.  "These  creatures,  who  like  lo 
call  themselves  'gay'  don't  identify 
themselves,  prefering  instead  to  slay 
hidden  in  the  closet  where  they  truly 
belong."  Look  at  Ihe  ad  again;  can  you 
think  of  a  better  way  lo  seal  your  own 
closet,  to  surrender?  is  this  any  way  lo 
fight  a  war? 

But  we  grow  and  they  become  afraid. 
The  community  groups,  so  many  of 
them,  ihe  publications,  Ihe  demon- 
strations and  the  demands,  so 
aggressive,  the  ads,  the  programs  and 
the  festivals  all  Ihreaten  to  link  us,  to 
define  us  in  our  terms,  lo  make  clearer 
our  people-hood,  our  growing  sense  of 
community,  and  most  dangerous  to 
them,  our  growing  power.  So  Ihe  doors 
slam,  the  undeclared  war  escalates. 

Oneol  the  most  effect  ive  forces  in 
Ihe  Parti  Quebecois  campaign  for  power 
was  the independentistes  working  in- 
side the  major  media,  especially  the 
French-language  CBC  television  and 
radio  networks.  We  Gay  people  have  the 
media  (along  with  most  everything  else) 
much  more  thoroughly  infiltrated,  in  a 
purely  statistical  sense,  than  the  PQ 
did,  we  run  or  have  significant  influence 
in  most  ol  Ihe  major  outlets  in  North 
America.  (Source:  the  people  being 
ignored,  laughed  at.  or  misrepresenled 
in  the  media  know  —  at  least  in  Ihe  car- 
nal meaning  —  many  of  the  ones  doing 
it,  or  allowing  it  to  be  done.)  So  what 
does  it  get  us?  Bad  press.  The 
rationalizations  from  inside  the  castle 
are  infinite,  some  very  elegant  (these 
people  make  their  livings,  remember, 
distorting  —  excuse  me.  interpreting  — 
reality.) 

Isn't  it  about  time  we  sfarted  naming 
names?  All's  fair,  they  say,  in  love  and 
war  A  fanlastic  Story  wails  lo  be  told 
about  the  publisher  ol  a  major  western 
daily  newspaper,  another  about  a  Toronto 
daily  editor's  late  night  la*i-rides 
Volumes  of  them. 

We  know  who  Ihe  enemies  are;  we 
need  to  be  much  clearer  aboul  who  the 
friends  are 

Franz  Fanon:  'Every  onlooker  Is  either 
acowardor  a  irailor."Orboih. 

by  Michael  Riordon   | 
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I  The  title:  Wilh  Downcasl  Gays. 
The  subtitle:  Aspects  ol  Homosexual 

Sell-oppression. 
The  authors.  Andrew  Hodges  and  David 

Huttet. 

Typical  quote.  "The  final  stage  ol  sell- 
oppression  is  saying  — 
and  believing  —  'I  am 
not  oppressed ' " 
We  thought  you'd  like  to  Know  a  bit 
more  about  it.  And  them. 

Yes,  sell-interest.  Wifn  Downcast 
Gays  is  the  first  book  to  roll  off  the 
presses  with  the  imprint  ol  Pink  Triangle 
Press.  The  Body  Politics  publishing 
parent.  More  than  seil-mteiest  —  WDG 
is  the  kind  of  book  that  hit  us  hard:  it 
was  fierce  and  clear,  it  was  unhysterical, 
it  spoke  with  hammer-like  precision  ol 
kinds  of  things  we  were  fuzzily  moving 
towards  ourselves.  It  was  the  kind  ol 
book  you  would  have  given  to  Iriends  If 
it  hadn't  meani  parting  with  your  only 
copy.  It  was  the  kind  ol  book  that  called 
E.M.  Forsler  a  traitor 

E.M  Forster  is  a  classic  example  of 
the  person  who  is  widely  known  with- 
in the  sophisticated  gay  community 
as  a  homosexual,  and  whose  name  is 
added  with  pride  to  the  list  ol  famous 
names  thai  gay  people  so  eagerly 
make.  Since  all  such  lists  are  apolo- 
getic, they  are  all  self-oppressive,  but 
in  this  case  there  is  a  particular  irony 
Throughout  his  lile  Forster  betrayed 
other  gay  people  by  posing  as  a 
heterosexual  and  thus  identifying 
with  our  oppressors.  Maurice,  the 
novel  which  could  have  helped  us 
find  courage  and  self-esteem,  he 
only  allowed  lo  be  published  after  his 
death,  thereby  confirming  belief  in 
the  secret  and  disgraceful  nature  o' 
homosexuality  Whai  other  minoriiy 
is  so  sunk  m  shame  and  sell- 
oppression  as  lo  be  proud  of  a 

With  Downcast  Gays  may  unsettle.  It 
may  angei.  Or  it  may  push  that  final  in- 
ternal button  marked  yes  I o  action.' 
Above  all,  it  may  bring  more  people  lo 
full  awareness  that  Ihere  is  a  trans- 
planted enemy  within  that  needs  lobe 
rooted  out. 

The  authors  speak  to  those  gay 
women  and  men  who  continue  to  resist 
November 


the  messages  ol  gay  liberation  and  yet 
feel  that  something  Is  out  ol  whack  with 
how  they  relate  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 
They  address  gay  activists  whose 
struggles  lo  mobilize  their  sisters  and 
brothers  are  thwarted  by  a  stubborn 
shadow  they  are  too  impatient  lo  under- 

Andrew  Hodges  recently  visited 
Toronto  and  we  took  the  opportunity  46 
talk  to  him  about  WDG  and  its  publish- 
ing history.  Andrew,  a  mathematician  by 
profession,  is  a  slim  touste-headed 
man  with  a  gently  distracted  air.  The 
critical  tone  of  WDG  might  lead  one  to 
expeel  a  more  abrasive  individual.  Not 
so.  Andrew  began  our  talk  with  words  of 
encouragement:  "I'm  pleased  WDG 
is  being  printed  in  Toronto,  and  flattered 
it  made  an  impact  on  the  Canadian 
movement  that  didn't  happen  else- 
where. I  hope  it  will  be  jusl  a  beginning 
for  Pink  Triangle  Press." 

With  Downcast  Gays  was  firsl  pub- 
lished in  London,  England  by  Pome- 
granate Press  in  1974  Within  two  years 
the  firsl  edition,  completely  financed  by 
the  authors  themselves,  was  sold  out. 
Its  reputation  had  barely  reached  North 
America.  WDG  has  been  translated  into 
Swedish  and  Italian  and  was  the  inspira- 
tion for  a  successful  play,  Mr  X,  which 
the  Gay  Sweatshop  acting  company 
toured  widely  in  the  U.K.  Whatever 
popularily  WDG  did  have  in  North 
America  came  from  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  Canadian  movement  It  was  a  book 
which  many  ol  the  people  associated 
with  The  Body  Politic  admired  —  in 
fact,  the  sort  ol  book  which  we  wished 
to  eventually  publish  ourselves.  It  so 
happened  that  at  the  same  lime  Pink 
Triangle  Press  was  searching  for  a  first 
manuscript,  Hodges  and  Hutter  were 
also  looking  lor  a  press  to  reprint  their 
work  (They  had  decided  they  were  not 
willing  themselves  to  take  on  the  trials 
ol  distribution  again  )  We  struck  a  happy 
trans-Atlantic  arrangement,  and  WDG 
was  reborn 

Andrew  is  insistent  upon  one  point 
The  writing  ol  With  Downcast  Gays  was 
completely  a  collective  et fori.  He  first 
met  David  Huiter,  a  prolessional  artist, 
in  iy7i  They  worked  with  others  from 
the  London  Gay  Liberation  Front's 


Counter  Psychiatry  group  lo  produce 
Ihebooklel  Psychiatry  and  the 
Homosexual,  which  was  published  in 
March  ol  1973  Thai  book  ended  wilh  a 
brief  discussion  of  self-oppression  and 
il  was  David  Hutter's  idea  that  the  two 
ol  them  continue  to  work  together  on  a 
book.  Thus  began  a  full  year  of  close 
collaboration  as  the  book  was  written 
and  rewritten    "There  was  not  a 
sentence  we  did  not  go  over  together," 
Andrew  claims.  It  shows.  One  of  the 
strengths  ol  WDG  is  its  brevity  and 
clarity  ol  language. 

Huiter  and  Hodges  have  been  taken 
to  task  by  gay  activists  for  criticizing 
other  homosexuals  rather  lhan  the 
social  conditions  which  create  gay 
oppression  Andrew  considers  this  an 
important  matter  to  clarity.  He  would 
never  deny  the  power  of  social 
oppression  and  points  out  a  key 
sentence  in  the  introduction  which 
ackowledges  this  conviction:  "We  hope 
thai  one  thing  will  gleam  through  this 
criticism  ol  our  fellow  homosexuals: 
that  since  self-oppression  is  the 
creature  of  oppression,  our  criticism  is 
only  a  pale  shadow  of  the  anger  we  feel 
towards  those  who  have  trapped  us  into 
doing  their  work  lor  Ihem."  While 
Andrew  is  convinced  that  basic  social 
Change  is  absolutely  necessary,  he  is 
equally  sure  that  it  cannot  be  achieved 
without  a  consideration  ol  ihe  role  ol 
sell-oppression. 

Frequently  writers  ol  pioneering 
books,  in  an  effort  to  make  their  case 
clearly,  overstate  il  and  feel  the  need 
later  to  retract  or  modify.  I  asked 
Andrew  how  he  teltaboul  WDG  being 
reissued 

"It's  good  to  know  thai  its  still  alive 
alter  three  years  and  that  people  are 
still  drawing  hie  Irom  it.  I  wouldn't 
retract  anything." 

He  would,  however,  elaborate  on 
sections  of  it  in  light  ol  recent 
development  in  the  gay  movement.  The 
noition  ot  "gay  community"  was  left  loo 
vague,  (or  example  II  was  merely 
appealed  to,  not  explained,  and  he  feels 
that  we  have  yet  to  clarity  and  analyse 
Ihe  concept  Andrew  would  also  not 
write  about  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the 
same  way  An  understanding  of  why 


distinctions  are  important  simply  did 
not  exist  at  the  time  and  it  could  not  be 
set  right  by  mere  tinkering  (Hodges  has 
since  wrilten  on  ihe  topic  see  "Divided 
We  Stand,"  TBPno.  30). 

Andrew  has  had  a  unique  firsl-hand 
opportunily  lo  view  the  gay  movement 
as  an  internaiional  struggle.  Besides  his 
intense  involvement  in  London  gay 
liberation,  he  has  been  a  frequent  visitor 
lo  Toronto  and  recently  spent  part  ot  a 
year  doing  mathematical  research  at 
Syracuse  university  in  New  York  Slate. 
He  was  Instrumental  in  starting  a  gay 
group  In  Syracuse  and  attributes  some 
of  his  success  to  the  lessons  he  learned 
in  writing  WDG. 
I      It's  easy  to  lorget  thai  Andrew  is  a 
mathematician,  and  known  to  be  a  good 
one  Although  I  presume  he  must  spend 
many  heady  hours  theorizing  aboul  ihe 
|  myslenes  ol  relativity,  I  have  never 
i   heard  him  talk  about  it.  He  admits  that 
I  mathematics  is  a  polar  opposite  from 
;  gay  liberation  and  is  overjoyed  that  a 
i  new  project  he  is  |ust  launching  will 
combine  the  two  worlds  in  away  that  is 
new  lo  him. 

Andrew  has  had  an  oiler  accepted 
from  an  English  publishing  company  lo 
write  the  biography  of  Alan  Turing, 
mathematician,  homosexual.  Turing 
was  one  ol  the  inventors  ol  the 
computer  and  did  crucial  work  in  Allied 
Intelligence  during  and  after  World  War  II 
He  died  in  somewhat  mysterious 
circumstances  in  1954.  Andrew  is 
interested  in  exploring  Ihe  social  and 
political  backdrop  against  which 
Turing's  personal  drama  was  played: 
gay  lite  during  the  war  and  Ihe  early  50's 
witch-hunts.  He  feels  this  background  is 
crucial  to  an  understanding  of  Turing 
I  ihe  homosexual. 
,      Andrew's  actions  have  been 
|  motivated  throughout  by  a  genuine 

dedication  to  the  goals  of  our  political 
j  movement.  His  tough  criticism  of  other 
homosexuals  springs  from  a  fierce  love 
ot  and  faith  in  the  strength  of  his  '"kind", 
his  "tribe  "  His  contributions  hint  at 
I  what  gay  people  working  collectively 
j  can  accomplish 


TRASH 


Astrological  homophobia.    Neptune  in 
'  the  Seventh  House  in  evil  aspect  to 
Uranus  gives  a  contrary  sexual  instinct. 

Lumma/ies  tn  female  signs,  con- 
figurated togethe' with  Mars,  and 
Venus,  tend  to  make  men  elfeminale. 
j  lusllul,  salacious,  wanton,  and  to 
j  deviate  Irom  Ihe  limits  oi  nature;  and  lo 
make  women  masculine.  .."  From  How 
the  Stats  influence  Your  Health  by  Omar 
V.  Garrison.  Which  proves  the  old 
adage  —  'know  what's  getting  Into 
Uranus' 

Dangers  of  heterosexuallly,  part  1.  A  26- 
year-old  woman  has  recently  filed  a 
Si 00.000  damage  suit  against  her 
former  boylnend  lor  burns  and  scars 
received  when  he  welded  a  chastity  belt 
to  her  body. 

In  her  suit,  the  woman  claimed  she 
was  taken  to  the  lad's  welding  shop, 
tied  to  a  board,  and  welded  into  the  belt. 
Shortly  afterward,  he  used  a  welding 
torch  lo  disconnect  Ihe  device. 

O.o.H..  pad  z  up  io  85  per  cent  of  all 
drowning  vicllms  are  teen-age  males 
who  are  showing  off  —  or  so  live 
leading  doctors  claim  in  a  recenl  issue 

■  ol  The  Physician  and  Sports.  It  seems  a 
lot  ol  them  ate  "teen-age  boys 
displaying  their  physical  prowess  lo 

j  their  girl-friends."  Isn't  it  nice  that  while 

I  they're  very  quietly  going  under,  we're 

|  very  quietly  going  down? 


Why  is  thai  gentleman  screaming? 
i  "When  conlronied  by  a  situaiion  where 
denied  homosexual  longings  can  no 
longer  be  repressed— homosexual 
men  ...may  react  violently  wilh  behaviour 
described  as  homosexual  panic."  This 
:  gem  Irom  The  Essentials  of  Psychiatric 
Nursing  by  Dorothy  Mereness,  whose 
tome  still  enlightens  hrsl  yea/  nursing 
students.  And  just  so  they'll  know  when 
i  they're  likely  to  encounter  It:  "It  often 
I  occurs  when  Ihe  individual  is  compelled 
!  to  live  in  intimate  relation  with  a  large 
I  group  ol  the  same  or  of  the  opposite 


Do  I  hey  use  "Come  here  often?"  tor 
openers?  Sex  offenders  at  Broadmoor, 
Britain's  prison  hospital  lor  Ihe 
criminally  insane,  are  practising  thera- 
peutic flirting  with  women  at  simulated 
parties,  bars  and  discotheques. 
Convicted  rapists  and  olher  male  sex 
offenders  are  taking  part  in  a  new  cure 
attempt,  with  women  therapists  playing 
Ihe  female  strangers  in  the  experiment. 
There  have  been  no  reports  of  any  per- 
manent relationships  forming. 

Be  a  Trash-catcher!  It's  everywhere,  but 
we're  not.  When  you  tind  it,  date  it,  wrap 
it  and  send  it  to  Trash,  c/o  The  Body 
Politic.  Box  7289.  Station  A.  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5W  1X9, 
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JAIZ  WttKEHDS 

325  QUEEN  WEST   TORONTO   366414 
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Hearts 

599CYonge  Street 
at  Gloucester, 
Toronto 


magazines  +  pocketbooks 

Rush  and  Locker  Room  $5.00 

posters  +  satin  sheels 

leather  nngs  +  plants 

celebrity  8x10  photos 

Special  deal  on  brass  rings  52 

We  buy  used  magazines 

Just  opened 


Jewish  and  Gay  ? 


HA  MISHPACHA 


Services  Dances 

Cultural  Events 


P.O.  Box  506 

Station  T.Toronto 

M6B  4C2 


Talent  Specialists 

•  Models  for  photography 
and  promotion 
Escorts  for  entertainment 

•  masseurs  —  hosts 
Bartenders  (Nude) 

•  Now  in  42  states 
and  8  provinces 


m.P.O.Boxl016.Dept.BP 

Hamilton.  ON 
L8N  3R 1 

PH. (416)527-1468 
(Employment  writeabove) 


From  the  Gay  Left 


_         •— i  »      ■"       •  Red  Flag  Union 

to  Trotskyism 


Spartacist 

!  eagu 


Fusion  Forum 


Got  a  minute? 

Or  five?  Or  an  hour  a  week?  Or  a  day  a  month? 

We'd  like  lo  get  our  hands  on  it.  The  Body  Politic 

is  largely  a  product  of  volunteer  labour  —  people  like  you 

who  find  community,  friends,  satisfaction 

through  some  volunteer  work  for  Canada's  gay  newsmagazine. 

II  you  can  type,  write,  file,  imagine,  think,  edit,  wrap,  cut.  carry,  slice,  photograph 

or  just  about  anything  else.. 

and  you've  got  a  minute... 

Call  863-6320  and  ask  lo  speak  to  Rick  or  Gerald  We're  a  very  inviting  paper. 


uonitu: 
i-cr.vui: 

For  those  special  limes. 
Call  Escort  Service 
960-3330 
Noon  to  9  PM 

55  Bloor  St.  East 
Suite  301 


"Discretion  is  our  business. 


Not  happy 
with  your  living  arrangements? 


•  Looking  for  a  self-contained  room? 

•Find  that  apartment  lonely? 

•Need  a  place  where  your  tricks  are  welcome? 

•  Just  want  some  gay  buddies  to  talk  to? 

Join  one  of  our  gay  "families"! 


Parliament  Street 

Fully  self-contained  bachelorettes 

Private  bathroom 

Fridge,  stove  and  sink  in  each  unit 

;9  units 

JFully  renovated, 

;with  modem  furnishings. 

At  Wellesley,  minutes  from  Vonge  St 

.Slarl  at  $40.00  per  week. 


Victor  Avenue 
Each  room  has  stove,  fridge  &  sink 
Free  use  of  washer  and  dryer 
Steps  from  Broadview. 
2  blocks  north  of  Gerrard. 
1 1 1  units 
Start  at  $30.00  per  week. 


Call  Don,  Norm  or  Boh 
465-3287  or  922-4961  or  469-2507 


CLASSIFIED 


FRIENDS-4 


especially  Northern  Ontario  Must 
be  feminine,  attractive   Photo  ap- 

Ipreciated.  Can  exchange  visits 
Drawer  869  
VANCOUVER      

SUPER      ATTRACTIVE 

sensuous,  caring,  strong,  i 


PO      Box     664, 


Novate  CA  94947  USA 

FRIENDS'* 

TORONTO 


MARRIED,  LATE  40's,  seek  lover 
18  to  30,  well  endowed,  straighl- 
looklng  and  sincere.  All  you  need 
Is  love  Phone  number  and  photo  il 
possible    Will  reply  lo  all    Write 

Drawer  671 

SPANKING  FUN  tor  young  guys  II 
you  are  20  lo  26,   have   smooth 


i.n.viir, 


e  24  i 


IF  THERE'S  ANYONE  OUT  THERE 
who  doesn  I  like  oral  sex  lama  29 
year  old  man  who  gels  Oil  on 
general  masturbation  only  But 
also  likes  kissing  and  generally 
being  allectionate  with  right  per- 
15  to  30.  Dr 


TALL  HEAVY  30  YEAH  OLO  MAN 
warns  to  meet  others,  Own  apar 
Imoni  Nothing  knriKy  Drawer  B3J 
PASSIVE  MAN,  511".  170  lbs, 
Crown  hair,  blue  eyes  Wants  han- 
dsome, butch,  dark  men  with  a 
moustache  lor  good  limes  Phone 
7621906.  


MALE,  23,  WELl-HUNG.r 
ably    attractive,    seeks    ■ 


Must  be  between  18  and 
28,  non-smoker  (preferred),  medium 
or  slim  build,  discreet  TVs  wel- 
come Photo  and  phone  number  ap- 
preciated Drawer  833. 

TORONTO    MALE     31,     university 


01  s 


ocially-onented  gays  with  the 
possibility  ol  a  peimanem 
relationship,  etc.  I  enjoy  extensive 
travel,  intelligent  discussipn  and 
debate,  beaultluiiy  produced 
movies  and  contemporary  and 
classical  musicl  Discretion  is 
mandatory.  I  look  torward  lo 
hearing  Irom  youl  Alt  correspon- 
dence shall  be  lully 
a_c_KQ  owl  edged.  Drawer  835 


GRAD  STUDENT  MALE  ,  ,■   . 
seeks   emotionally    mature   com- 
panions   who    try    to    be    lolally 
honest   I  am  sincere  and  capable 
Ol  really  caring  about  others   t  like 

,   cinema,   books,   logging. 


lly  c.  _ 

hum  in  w 


d  lind  t 


h  Drawer  836 


MASCULINE  SOUTH  AMERICAN 
GUY  24, 6',  160  lbs.  seeks  guys  tor 
good  times  and  possible  relation- 
ship with  right  one  Varied  in- 
lerests  Phone  number  and  photo 
appreciated  All  wll" 
Orawer  837 
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AUDIO  EQUIPMENT  TOO' 

RWiK,  HUTCHIMGS 

6919269 


519 


Ttte  GA  TE  Dances.  Sat,  October 
and  Sat,  October  29  The  Chun 
Street  Community  Cent 
Church  Street,  above  Wellesley. 
9PM  Licenced  For  more  intor- 
malloncall964-0148or  466-3827  Or 
write  to  GATE,  at  193  Carlton 
Street,  Toronto,  Onta/io 

WELL-ENDOWED  MAN  enioys 
heavy  petting.  Wants  semi-steady 
relationship  or  casual  Preler  Di 
sexuafs  bul  will  answer  all,  any- 
where Orawer  838 

OBEDIENT    GAY    MALE    mid-40s. 


5'9". 


185    I 


in       I 


preferred   Let's  get  together   You 
may  be  ye ry_p_l  e a |ed ._0 raw e r_839 
MALE   30   pleasant    appearance. 


Ptioio 


I   Dr^w-.r  t 


ATTRACTIVE   MALE   38  (look  32), 

lail,  slim,  body  building,  jogging, 
calisthenics,  disco  dancing, 
classical  concerts,  teacher  wishes 
lo  meet  young  men.  students,  18 
to  22,  affectionate,  slim,  smooth, 
handsome      lor      discreet      se> 


nshlp, 

weekends    Own   apt,   downtown 
Orienlals,    Europeans   welcome 

Orawer  641. 

VERSATILE    TRANSVESTITE    28 

therein  lor  good  limes  and  frien- 
dship. Alh 


1  Orawer  643. 

IF  YOUR  HEART  AND  MIND  IS 
OPEN,  If  you  are  looking  tor  a  par- 
tner, I  might  be  your  man  I  am  not 
afraid  ol  attection  and  am  expec- 
ting    undetslanding     being     a 


sonable  and   pleasant.    Find   out 

LONELY  GAY  MALE  27  needs 
well'educaled  male  over  55  lor 
friendship  and  more  If  possible. 
Discretion  assured  and  expected. 

Orawer  646. 

GAY  MEN  WANT  TO  MEET  other 
gay  couples  into  tennis,  lents,  skis, 

druos  or  sex-  Drawer  847. 

LIVING  AT  HOME^  Under  2P 
Looking  tor  atternoon  and  eatly 
evening  fun?  I  am  26, 6'2",  180  lbs, 
masculine,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes, 
non-hairy,  warm,  affectionate,  fun- 
loving  while  male.  Like  all  types  ol 
music,  movies,  theatre,  dining. 
travel,  reading,  and  rapping 
Looking  lor  young  partners  tor  af- 
ternoons and  evenings  out  and  fun 


Teenaget 


gays 


1340.  Stn  A,  Toronto 
GOOD-LOOKING.  ORIENTAL 
MALE  27.  5'7".  slim  build, 
masculine,  intelligent,  straight 
manner  and  considerate  Wishes 
to  meel  young  gay  male  for 
possible  longterm  relationship.  II 
you  ra  trimmed,  masculine,  in- 
telligent 5  7"  or  taller,  please 
write  with  your  phone  number 
Photo  appreciated  Drawer  846. 


t,  easy 


MALE.  LATE  30'; 

Hong  with.  Enjoy 
things  including  sex  Would  like  to 
find  someone  lo  come  and  share 
large  bachelor  apt  Photo  would  be 
appreciaiKl,  preferably  nude  63 
Roehampion,  c/o  Apt  9A.  Toronto. 
Ontario.  M4P  1R1. __ 


MALE:  attractive,  intelligent,  un- 
derstanding Many  interests 
Wishes  to  meel  guys  in  and 
around  Toronto,  especially  those 
under  21  Let's  get  together  and 
talk   Ob|ective:  friendship  I  live  in 

swejed  Orawer  851. 

MALE  TRANSVESTITE  22.  new  to 

for  exchange  ol  lashlon  tips  and 
techniques.  Experienced  makeup 
and  beauty  help  available  in 
return.  Please  write  including 
phone  number  to  Don  ai  drawer 

748. 

NEW  TO  GAY  LIFE.  Discreel, 
straight-appearing,  sincere,  varied 
interests,  social  drinker,  smoker 
seeks  friends  under  35.  Not  in- 
terested in  petmaneni  relation- 
ship No  one  night  stands.  Not  in- 
to B/O  and  S/M.  No  drugs  Want 
real  people  and  true  friendship 
Send  photo  if  possible  Give 
phone  number  and  best  lime  lo 
contact  Only  sincere  people 
rep  I  j  Drawer  852 
SINCERE,    ATTRACTIVE,     SLIM, 


125    I 


green  eyes,  wl 

eluding  swimming,  canoeing  ana 
into  physical  Illness,  wishes  to 
share    mutual     interests     with 

.-■ ai    irnn.   well-defined,   warm, 

imaginative  guy  22  to  35  lor  en- 
loyment  and  possible  relationship. 

Orawer  649.  

SINCERE,  ATTRACTIVE  26  YEAR 
OLO  MALE  artist  seeks  com- 
panionship ol  intelligent,  attrac- 
tive, masculine  man  aged  25  to  30 
with  an  interest  in  Ihe  arts  and 
lives  in  west  end  Photo  ap- 
preciated Drawer  850_ 

ATTRACTIVE,  TOGETHER  3nd 
totally  without  inhibitions  28,  6  ft, 
160  and  III,  likes  lingerie,  PVC,  etc 
Seeks  hinky  (riends  any  set.  preler 
ably    dominant     No    heavy   S/M. 

■■!,!■:;■   Li    li'i  , Or j.'.'.; i  ,;,,''-.( 

PROFESSIONAL.  AGE  33.  good- 
lookmg,  5'11 ".  155  lbs  .  masculine, 

Interests  include  bicycling,  cross- 
country skiing,  thealte,  and  travel 

Drawer  882. ^^_ 

YOU  ARE  BETWEEN  24  AND  35. 
know  a  Kochel  from  a  BWV  no, 
have  a  wide  appreciation  for  the 

am  29,  professionally  involved  in 
music    with    wide-ranging     other 

in)  eresj  s  Drawer  683. 

GOODLOOKING  MASCULINE 
male.  59 ".  trim  155  lbs,  young 
Forties,  looking  lor  gay  relationship 
wilh  negro  male.  Box  1331,  Station 

B.  Downsview,  Ont 

SLIM  ATTRACTIVE  SMOOTH- 
SKINNED  27,  SB",  130  lbs  Seeks 
young  top  maleisl  domin  torexper 
in  B/D,  D/C,  W/M,  S/M  You  must 
3D,    good-looking,    ex- 


cited, 


Home  and  assistance  of- 
fered to  pretty  youth  under  25. 
Lasting    relationship    possible    if 


i   cieme,"    Photo   ; 


I'M  ABSOLUTEL 

possessive,  but  would  like  lo  try 
co-operative  tile  wilh  stable  male 
companion  with  mutual  respect 
for  Ireedom  and  privacy  I'm  27. 
5'8",  135  lbs,  average  straight 
looking,  Japanese  male  ArtiSitiC, 
cultured,  weli-traveiied  Not 
aggressive  type,  but  sensitive  and 
intelligent  Photo  I 
■     j 


NOT 


cated 


PROFESSIONAL  MALE.  40.  6T 
185  lbs.  wishes  to  meel  others  in 
Georgian  Bay  area  interested  In 
spending  weekends  al  my  coun- 
try house  skiing,  sunning,  swim- 
ming, etc  I  also  en|oy  classical 
music  and  opera  Discretion 
assured   Pholo  and  phone  number 

appreciated.  Drawer  854. 

RETIRED  PROFESSIONAL.  6  1 
good  physique,  vigorous,  good- 
looking,  straight  appearance,  wants 
lo  meel  discreet,  married  or 
single  men,  25  to  55,  physically  at- 
tractive, clean  shaven,  any  <ace 
Enioy  travel.  Ihealre.  painting,  las! 

sation  Own  pleasant  home  and 
lakeside  collage.  Tolerant,  easy- 
going,   looking    tor    Intelligent 


Is  So  0«l«ch.bl* 

Oneweilkn 
periodical  puis  all  its  classified 
ads  in  a  pull  out  section 

Presumably  because  there  * 
some  I  hi  ng  embaras  sing  about  It 
Something  you  don't  I 
straight  Iriends  lo  know 

We  don't  (Ind  anything  cm- 
harassing  about  gay  people  wan- 
ting to  meet  each  othei  —  lor 
"merely"  seiual  purposes  or  lor  a 
broad  range  ol  shared  activities 
Having  set  with  each  other  is  s 
crucial  part  ol  gay  community,  as 

We  think  Us  dangerous  for  gays 

Ihe  rest  of  our  lives  That's  what 
our  enemies  and  exploiters  want 
us  to  do 

It  we  made  these  ads 
we  d  be  pulling  out  ot  II 
liberation  struggle. 


mg.    la- 

Or  jv-e.f.,5j5 


SUPER-ENDOWED  MALE,' 
preferably  Am  young  at 
good-looking,  36,  tall  am 
Write  with  phone  numbi 
preciale  pholo,  t 


ONE    MORE    SLAVE    NEEDED. 


k.mg    I 


r  23  t 


,  20  y 


.  Drawer  480. 
DO  YOU  HAVE  A  BIG  ENDOW- 
MENT ?  Teens  ot  twenties,  lop 
man.  dislike  S/M  and  B/D,  want  a 
-appearing, 


i  other  slave  lor 

appreciated  You  sel  the  limit  , 
serve.  Southwestern  Ontario  a 
Drawer  877 


t  feels 


mger 


Write  with  photo  and  phone  i 
ber.  Has  great  possibilities  of 
leading  to  a  great  and  permanent 
relationship.  Drawer  828. 

SLAVE  27  smoolh  good  shape  and 
figure  slim  very  well-buill  docile 
and  experienced  mlo  lull  servitude 
and  humiliation  especially  VA 
SPKING  WS  DC  Service  BD  no 
pain  no  marks  pie.i  ;e  Drawer  /'iT 
CHICKEN  WRESTLER  19  6  156  lbs, 
good-looking,  blond,  smooth,  slim, 
but  muscular.  Seeks  young,  well-built 
guys   Will  act  as  matchmaker  also 

Orawer  7S2. 

OUR  CLASSIFIED  RATES  .,■■■  cho.jp 
and  you  can  reach  gay  people  right 
■  ,.]■!,■]   Try  a  classified! 


GAY  MALE  2B,  S'8"  ATTRACTIVE. 
Likes  movies,  theatre,  would  like  lo 
meet  other  gays  from  21-35  Drawer 


ONTARIO 


WIDOWER  interested  in  meeting 
someone,  preferably  widower 
also,  aged  45  and  up  After  tiappy 
marriage,  lind  sexual  attraction 
turning  to  men.  Consider  ex- 
perimenting with  another  begin 
ner.  or  learning  Irom  more  ex 
penanced  Standard  only  No 
kinks  Particularly  interested  in 
trying  69.  Seeking  casual,  oc 
casional.  non-lowing  relationship, 
which  could  Include  some  travel 
together,  theatre,  dining,  etc. 
Drawer  U30 


Classified  Ad  Form 


MISSISSAUGA/TORONTO.  Han- 
dsome, blonde,  male,  23.  looking 
for  tun  and  friends  in  or  out  ot  area 
(Erindale).  preferably  of  same  age. 
but  not  necessarily  Drawer  799. 
WELL  ENDOWED  STUD  wanted 
lor  groovy  and  precious  goods 
Am  masculine,  Straight-appearing, 
young  leeling,  horny,  greek 
passive.  Teen,  bi,  TV  welcome. 
Oiscrete.  Write  wilh  photo  and 
phone.  Orawer  800 
EURASIAN  27  wilh  attractive  per- 
sonality and  heallhy  Irfe-styie  In. 
lends  lo  move  to  Toronto  area. 
Trilingual,  many  interests  Would 
welcome  friendly  contacts  with 
down-to-earth  people  to  ease  the 
difficult,  transition  period  lhai 
follows  a  move  to  an  unfamiliar 
city  Box  391,  Stn  N,  Montreal,  PQ 
H2X  3N3 


|  Conditions 
All  ads  must  be 
cash  through  in 
Late  copy  heldr 

Copy  date  lor  ni 

Rales 

Individuals    10' 


cents  per  word   Minimum  S6  00 
8o>  numbers    We  will  assign  you  a  box  number  a 
mail  once  a  week  lor  St  00  per  ad  per  issue 
flepears    There  are  no  discounts  for  repeating  cla 


Print  your  ad  bel 

w  in  block  leite 

s,  one  word  in 

ach  box. 
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49 

53 
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For  of  lie* 

la 

BP.  BOX  7289,  STN  A,  TORONTO  M5W  1X9 


ATTRACTIVE  MALE  29,  Dm 

••lt-tr»ined  noiu»mii>" 
lOOtinQ    lew    permanenl 

■   ■ 

■  ■ 
WEIL   BUILT      ATTRACTIVE, 

mall   23  rears  old,  no! 
into  gay  oars  or  games    Seeking 


BBS. 


nun 


i    butch    s<ae 


,r,    |tUl 


,       Oak 


jga    area     Drawer 


MALE  30.  59  ,  135  lbs.  daft  fan 
and  eye*,  young  good  looks  Seeks 
masculine  appearing  guy  30  lo  45 
(or  se>  and  Inendship  in  Ottawa  or 
Hull  UM  Photo  appreciated. 
.  ■  ■ 
OTTAWA 


MALE,  28.  SIT,  130  LBS  interested 
in  meeting  straighi-appearing 
friends  20-40  lor  Inendship.  movies 
dancing  and  whaleveri  All  replies 
answered  Discretion  assured 
LTgiHerJJK  

MALE-  28,  57"  146  LBS  dark  hair, 
Mid.  hirsute;  beard.  oiueeves.  non- 
smoker,  university  graduate,  sensi- 

movies,  dancing,  theatre,  books, 
cooking  lor  more  lhan  one  walk 
ing.  ail  types  at  music  I'm  seeking 
a  27-35  year-old,  straight  appearing 
man  Object  Inendship  leading  iq 
an  intimate  relationship  Photo 
appreciated,  all  replies  sine  My  con 
FnJennai   drawer  660. 

MANITOBA 


RIDING  MOUNTAIN  National  Park 
Recent  job  transler  has  tell  me  150 
lated  in  a  small  community  outside 

nai  Manitoba  Am  28.  goodlookmg, 
masculine  bui  versatile  Lei's  gel 
together  tor  some  good  times  Dls- 
i ured.  Drawer  674 


WINNIPEG,  MN 


SINGLE  GAY  MALE' 
to  meet  other  single  gay  males  in 
Winnipeg  area.  Ages  21  to  43 
Please  phone  774-6016.  It  no  an- 
swer please  write  Michael 
Brownell,  354  Victor  SI,  2nd  Itoor, 
Winnipeg.  Manitoba.  R3G  IP6 
When  willing  please  send  your 


phOr 


ippea 


Seeks  guy  18  10  22 
in  similar  situation  Willing  lo  rent 
nghi  guy  a  room  in  my  comlor- 
lable  home  Rent  reasonable.  Sin- 
cere only  need  apply  Pholo, 
phone  number  appreciated.  All 
answered    immediately     Drawer 

862. 

MONTREAL 


NEED  SOMEONE  TO  LIVE-IN  in 
rural  retreal  on  Ontario/Quebec 
border  Hour  drive  Irom  Montreal 
Younger  person  with  own  trans- 
portation prelerred    Ideal  lor 


The 

M 

landsilthebestl 


Wholesale  Inquiries  Invited 
[418)935-2473 

[Lr*  oper.  JA  hours  I 


Why  Af  •  You  Placing  This  Ad? 


DMl 


-Tom 


CLASSIFIED 

HOMES 


Agreed  Bui  maybe  Ihere  ; 

another  reason,  equally  important. 

leii  obvious.  Because  an  anti-gay 

society  does  111  damnedest  to 

keep  us  from  meeting  each  other 
Except  perhaps  m  ine  cmes.  we 

njve  lew  means  ol  access  to  gay 

community   Even  in  thecltles. 

I  hose  means  are  often  provided  by 

people  who  eip  I  oit  the  very  gays 

they    serve- 
One  goal  ol  the  gay  liberation 

press  is  10  provide  a  non- 

eiplollative  means  ot  building  gay 

community 

Gay  friends  And  lighting  anti 

gay  lorces  t 


I  Eglm' 


'co* 

GAY    GUYS.    Rooms     i  ■ 

Broadview  Gerraid    area    Phone 

AVENUE  ROAO/LAWRENCE 
Young  man  has  lully  furnished  2 
bdrm  apt  lo  share  Rent  S200  per 
month     Serious   enquiries   only 

783-6315 

MALE  23,  brown  hair.  Blue  eyes, 
good- 1 ookmg.  would  like  to  share 
1 25  Of  younger.  I 


sharing  living  expenses  i  dig 
disco  and  Ihe  Toronlo  night  life. 

Mississauqa.  Drawer  872, 

HOME  AWAV  FROM  HOME.  Male 
29,  has  a  2  bdrm  Hat  to  share  with 
same  Extra  bdrm  unfurnished 
Rent  $108,  plus  utilities  (gas  and 
hydro),  parking  Ctose  to  Main 
Street    subway-    Phone   690-8012 

RELIABLE.  RESPONSIBLE 
ROOM— MATE   WANTED.   Young 


n25|i 


MONTREAL.  PO 


pe 


MALE.  25,  STUOENT.  FRENCH,  in- 
lo  writing  an  ad,  biking,  photo 
Love  muscles.  Love  brains.  One  ol 
Ihe  two  would  be  okay    Drawer 

CALGARY.  AB 
MALE  31,  looking  lor  I 
versatile  but  prefer  active  role.  In- 
terests: 1  beat  re,  music,  camping. 
Prefer  same  age  or  younger  Drawer 

aeo  — 

SUDBURY 

MALE.  25,  t20  LBS,  LOOKING  to' 
trtend  willing  to  share  a  pan  ol  life 
With  me  Enjoy  music,  theatre,  con. 
rel,  Skating,  walking 
i  boating    Want   to  meel  man 


Luvmng  lor  tun-loving,  responsible 
room-mate.  Beaches  area  Geirard 
and  Coxwell  Convenieni  lo  TTC 
All  gay  people  in  house.  Only 
serious  need  apply  Phone  Bill  at 
Jfi%7qt7 

MALE  23,  6',  145  lbs,  seeks  room- 


possible  1 1  necessary  %l:60l3 
MALE  COUPLE.  Mio-20'S.  seek 
quiet,  intelligent,  responsible  3rd 
person  to  share  atiractive  3  storey 
Annex  home.  Own  Room 
Professional  or  graduate  student 
preferred.    S225/month  or   lesser 


mysell   Will 


921  i96Je 


""■"Jo 


ST  JOHN,NB 


DOES  ANYONE  understand  Ihe 
plight  ol  small  town  gays?  We  aie 
without  gay  gioups.  clubs,  etc 
Lot's  learn  ol  olhers  who  would  be 
interests  in  getting  together  'or 

possible  Club,  lor  social  limes. 
dancing,  and  rapping  so  we  can 
meel  together  and  make  new 
Iriends  in  out  own  circles.  Let's 
make    the    flay    presence    fell 

all  hang  out  interested?  Wrile 
with  coniidence  to  F  0..P0  Bon 
7004.  Sin  A.  SI  John.  NB,  E2L  4S4. 


GAY  GUY  UNDER  40  TO  SHARE  2 

split  lood  and  utilities  50/50  Oc- 
casional dog  walking  and  plant 
watering  when  owner  away_  I  en- 
joy lolk  and  classical  music,  the 


3  gourn 


king,  i 


MONCTON.NB 


BEGINNING  TRANSVESTITE,  age  32 
would  like  to  meet  olher  TVs  in 
Maritime  area  lor  advice  and 
good  social  friendship.  Enjoy 
quiet  get-togethers  and  relaxed 
almospheres     Nol    interesled    in 


malt  scotch  Would  prefer 

hedonist/ sybarite  Drawerj 


suit.  Reasonable  accuracy  ano 
speed  Responsibility  and 
discretion  also  required  Hourly 
rale  in  accordance  with  skills,  not 
less  lhan  S300  Strictly  business 
This  is  second  time  ol  asking  Got 


mshed. 


hopetuf 


FREE    J/O    STORY     g.aphi 


LETTERS 

VERY        INTELLIGENT.        well 

educated  bijrV  male   28.  presently 
confined   to  prison   with   3  YH   10    j 
serve  Dolors  release  Would  like  lo 
hear  Irom  honest,  sincere  people    i 
who  are   understanding,    and    in     j 
terested  in  establishing  a  possible 
good  friendship  Looks  age,  color,    j 
status  quo  is  nol  impoitant   I  am    , 
into   accounting.    Book  keeping,    , 

studying  and  preparing  lot  a  new    I 

relocate  and  prepare  to  build  and 
Share   a    compatible    life    with 
someone  Musi  be  stable  and  sin- 
cere Write  to  Teddy  Carlo  Hearn,    ; 
Bo*   B-37604A,   Represa,  Calilor-    i 

ma.  USA,  95671 I 

PRISONER  REQUESTS 

CORRESPONDENCE.  24  years 
old.  Cauc  ,  and  lonely  Write 
Charles  Holley  No  143-541,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio,  USA, 


i   ill    Pnolo   ,vel         HOUSEMAN  /COMPANION  /LOVER 

__ SOUGHT  by  attractive 

professional  man    Free  room  and 


BUSINESS 

GAY     LITERATURE     Glad     Day 

Bookshop.  4  Collier  Streel,  Toron- 
lo   961-4161    The  complete  gay 

bookshop,  new  -dialogue.  25«. 
TORONTO 

TELEVISION  REPAIR  SERVICE 
Stereo,  sound  systems,  tape 
equipment    also   repaired.    Home 

Call  Frank  at  691-9269. ' 

COLLAGES:     MALE     PICS,     good 

selection  ot  ready-made  framings 
or  will  design  with  your  material 
Pave  Black.  486  0530 
SPECIAL  FILMS  DEVELOPED, 
special  photographs  taken.  Color  & 
8/W  35mm  only.  Always tf'screef. 

Call  BoO  166  3927  

ANTIQUE  FURNITURE  REFINISHED 
All  Furniture  Hand  Stripped 
Quality  Work  at  a  Reasonable  Price 

John  Harnick  466-3827 

HAVE  TRUCK,  WILL  TRAVEL. 
Will  move  anything,  anywhere 
Reasonable  rales  Phone  Rick  s 
961  5743 


Want    I 


'Ha 


Ing 


YOUNG  PROFESSIONAL  seeks  bi- 
gay  guy  lo  share  large  duplex  in 
Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan.  Photo 
and    phone   number   exchanged. 


Can 


WORK 


GAY  MALE.  MIDDLE-AGED,  BALD 


YOUNG  CARPENTER  >'. 


fashioned  cuddling.  Passive  Not 
into  SM,  BD  (Discretion  a  must 
Drawer  685. 


a.  35 .'■9547.80b 


REGI_NASK_ 


YOUNG  GUY  21  LIBRA.  Saggltarius 
nslng.  witty,  intelligent,  let  lover  ot 
regency  society,  into  Gestait  and 
real  people.  Seeks  pen-pals,  friends 
and  nookey  5'8",  145  lbs,  handsome, 
Scottish  and  German  background 
Nol  Into  violence  or  cruelty  TLC  will 
do  nicely.  Love  to  hear  Irom  some 
people  Drawer  861. 


VICTORIA.  BC 


GAY  WHITE  ARIAN  MALE  recenl  to 
Victoria,  24,  considered  GDLKG  (has 
modelled),  seeks  single  males  20  to 
28  lor  Quiet  happy  normal  Inendship 
and/or  relationship  Pholo  and  letter 
please  Drawer  859. 


I  AM   18,  A 

STUDENT,  and   would 

work  lull  or  part  tlr 

e  this 

year. 

ot  v. 

irk  (day  care,  kitchen 

ng.  office  work) 

diplomas 

quaii 

catio 

ns.  Would  tike  1 

work 

lional 

Iv  CallHoddv.  755-5092 

LONOON.ONT. 


MALE,   30'S, 


.  135  LBS.  Mas- 


BALTIMORE.  MARYLAND 

WM,  38,  living  in  Maryland  wants 
inendship  ol  tjiQ,  husky 
Canadians  to  45,  Pnolo  please. 
DrawftrBSa.  


Drawer  656. .^___ 

QUIET.  CONTENTED.   17  years  ot 
age   interested  In  Baroque  music,    j 
organ,    singing,    writing,    theatre. 
good  lood  and  travel    Wishes  lo   | 
correspond  with  anyone  who  wan-    i 
eaboul  themselves 


>   Jeff 


TRAVEL 


VACATION  MOTEL.  ! 
3801  N  Ocean  Blvd.  Ft  Lauderdale. 
Fionda  33308  A  friendly  and  in- 
formal atmosphere  Clean  comfor- 
table rooms  512  daily  Kllchen 
apartments  S16  dally  for  rwo  Maid 
service,  air  conditioning,  TV,  pool. 
L./iorii.-iiOSck.'.,  ■I.J76 


OTHER 


FOOD    FOR    THOSE    WHO    AP 

PRECIATE  SOMETHING 

SPECIAL.  Enjoy  an  Italian.  French, 
Spanish.  Morrocan.  Chinese, 
Japanese,  Indonesian,  or  Mexican 
meal  prepared  tor  you  and  your 
tuends  in  your  home  For  a  great 
night  out  —  dine  at  home  Food  For 
Thought.  924-8944;  evenings.  Other 

STUDENT.     18.     NEEDS     MONEY 

Blond,  butch,  endowed  Photos 
S5  Hot  letters  answered  SS  Soiled 
personal  jocks  $10  Tell  me  what 
you  want.  Write;  Student,  P  O  Box 

1363.  Norlh  Bav.  On  I  ano,  P1BSK5 

READING 

1978  WOMEN'S  FESTIVAL 
CALENDARS.  A  unique  collectors' 
item  S4  each.  For  Calendar  order 
forms  write  to:  Women's  Festival 
Calendar,  Box  1662.  Saskatoon, 
BK.S7H.3Rq. 


GAY   COMMUNITY   CENTRE,   E.15I 
Bay,  2714  Telegraph  Ave  .  Berkeley, 

California  94705  (415jB48-92zaWa 

have  ot  variety  ol  activities  '°'  <jay 

available  lor  use  by  gay  individuals. 

■ 
LAWUNB  A  TELEPHONE  LEGAL 
INFORMATION  AND  REFERRAL 
SERVICE  sponsored  by  the  Students' 
Legal  Aid  Society  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  Law  School  under  a  grant 
from  the  Federal  Department 
Justice.  Mon  Ihrough  Fri,  it)  am  -  5  pm 
PH:  (416)  978-7293.  W  Oueen's  Park 

Crescent,  Toronlo,  ON, 

IF  YOU  BELIEVE  THAT  GAYS 
SHOULD  SUPPORT  OTHER  GAYS, 
write  to  me  stating  what  goods  and 
services  you  have  lo  offer  I  shall  tx 
discreel,  respect  your  coniidence 
and  probably  give  you  some 
business  now  or  later  I  sha)l  ( 
your  name  lo  olhers  only  with  your 
permission  Resident  north-east 
Toronlo  Drawer  657. 


MALE  UNIVERSITY  GRAD  23  wants 


HATE   PAINTING,   DECORATING, 

Cleaning,  gardening,  odd  or  dirly 
|0bs?  Responsible  and  strong 
young  man  will  perform  your  jobs 
etlicienlly  and  at  low  cost. Each 
job  receives  a  personal  touch. 
Retailers:  Need  a  reliable  man  to 
help  in  peak  periods  or  while 
you're  away?  Fully  e«penenced 
and  bondable  References  sop- 
plied        Com 


CAN  YOU  TYPE?  GOT  FREE  TIME' 
The  Body  Pontic;  needs  a  typesetter 

■ 
Can  26_3-6Jii:  h    kpj  Geral  j 


CLASSIFIED 


■  ihem  10  someone  w 


COMMUNITY  PAGE 


struggling  tgeini 


shopping  Dags  — all  very  enter 
riming  Can  46-5-4015  or  8636320 
during  Iheday. 


GAYS  IN  TRAOE  UNIONS-  Lest, 
and  gay  men  in  Canadian  Ire 
unions,  professional  assoc  ratio 
and  Civil  services  share  mlormali 
on  organizing  for  gay  ngnis  in  i 
/■■oik  [jlote  Conlacl  Waller  Dai 
P.O.  Bo'  2051,  Winnipeg.  MB 


SACRIFICE    SALE. 

private    library     Wide    variety    Ot 

hard  covered  books  Irom  the  oc- 

celebmy  autobiographies  En- 
celleni  condition  Also  German 
first  world  war  Press  Camera  JSO; 
2Konch  shells  SiS  and  S20;  9 years 
ot  Fale  Magazines  Irom  June  1967 
loMay  1976  complete;  plus  3  shell 
wrought  non  book  rack  145;  En 
cyclopedia  ol  Photography  20 
volumes  S7S.  This  Fabulous  Cen- 
tury 1870  lo  1970  6  volumes  MO; 
Lite  World  Library  32  volumes  S65, 
Home  University  Encyclopedia 
1963  12  volumes  S40,  Medical  and 
Health  Encyciopeflia  14  volumes 
S30;    OiClionary    3    huge    volumes 

2798  pgs  illustrated  S20,  1920s 
smokers  stand  walnut  S45; 
Polaroid  Land  Camera  $220; 
leather  carrying  case,  flash  at- 
tachment, excellent  condihon  540; 
binoculars  made  in  France  8>25 
leather  case  S25,  solaray  contour 
massager  and  heater  S20- 
ally    S49.95     Howard    364- 


ATHEIST  GROUP  tor  gay  men  ar 
en,  now  lormlng  In  Oelro 
Would    welcome    Interested    p( 


IU:II.  Book 

and  Candle 

Boutique 

Assorted  candles 

Dream.  Horoscope  and 

Numerology  Books 

Mrs.  Casini 

Card  and  palm  readings 

Advice  on 

all  problems  of  life 

Bell,  Btiok  and  Candle  Boutique 

169  Avenue  Road 


MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  throughout 
Canada  and  Ihe  US.  Join 
Gaymaies,  a  pen  pal  club  tor  gay 
For  FREE  Info  write  GSI, 
Depl.  8,  P.O.  Box  3043,  Saskatoon, 
Sask..  Canada 


Gay  Friends  of  Brandon,  P  O  Bo* 
492,  Brandon.  MB,  R7A  5Z4   PH: 
,  <2O4l72SO930 
CALGARY 

DIgnlly/Calgary.  Box  1492.  Stn  T, 

Calgary.  AB,  T2H  2H7,  PH:  (4031 
1  282-0574 

Gay  Academic  Union,  Bov  G-262, 

StnG,  Calgary,  AB 

Gay  Information  and  Resources. 

Room  312-223-12  Ave.  SW,  Calgary, 

AB,  T2R  0G9,  PH:  (403I  264-391 1. 
'  Mon-Fri:7-10PM. 
,  Melropolilan  Community  Church. 
I  Rm  1907,  7009th  SI  SW,  Calgary. 
'  PH:  |403|  266-1806. 

CORNERBROOK 

Community  Homophile 
Association  ot  NFLD  (CHAN).  Box 
905,  Corner  Brook,  NF.  A2H  6J2 
GOWN  (Gay  Organization  ol  Ihe 
Women  ol  Newfoundland)  may  be 
CHAN'S  address 


EDMONTON 


Club  70, 10242,  106th  SI  .  Edmon- 
ton, AB,  T5J  1H7.  PH:  (403)  423- 
5051. 

Edmonton  Community  o(  Gay 
Christians.  P  O  Box  2918.  Stn  A, 
Edmonton,  AB,  T5J  OW0  PH:(403) 
424-1229 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  Be 
1852.  Edmonton,  AB,  TSJ  2P2, 
10144-101  Si.,  PH:  1403)424-8361. 

FREOERICTON 

Gay  Friends  ol  Frt 


Box    03528,    Detroit,     Michigan, 

USA,  4B203  _ 

ONTARIO   PLACES   without   gay 

groups  Write  Coalition  tor  Gay 
Rights  In  Ontario  ICGRO),  193 
Carlton  St.,  Toronlo,  and  learn  ol 
other  lesbian  and  gay  persons 
(maybe  gtoups?)  In  your  area.  Let  us 
make  the  gay  presence  tell 
throughout  theprovmr^e 


GUELPH  . 


i.  NB.  E3B5A4 


Guelph  Gay  Equality.  Bo>  773, 
Guelph.ON,N1H6L8.  Gayllne: 
(.5191  B3&J550_ 

Halifax 


The  Alternate  Bookshop.  Ste  301 , 
1585  BarrmgtonSt.,  Halifaj,  NS, 
B3J  1Z8 
Atlantic  Provinces  Political 

lor  Equality  (APPLE),  44 


Fhr„il..,r 


: .  Hal.! 


..NS 


B3N2 

Gay  Alliance  lor  Equality,  Box  3611, 

Halilax  Souih  Stn.,  Halifax,  NS, 

B3J  JKti.  Gayline  (902)  429-6969. 

HAMILTON 


McMesier  Homophile  Assoc,,  DC1 , 
Bo>  44,  Sin  B,  Hamilton,  ON, 
L8L  7T5.  Gayline:  (416)  527-0336 
Also  at  the  above  address: 
Eugene's  Disco 
Gay  Women  ot  Hamilton 
Biseiuals  ol  Hamilton  (rap  group) 
KINGSTON 


Kingston  Women's  Centre,  200 
Montreal  St.,  Kingston,  ON 
K7K  3G4,  PH:  (613)  542-5226 
Queen's  Homophile  Assoc., 

Student  Atfairs  Centre,  51  Queen's 
Cresc,  Queen's  University, 
j  Kingston,  ON,  K7L  2S7.  PH:  (613) 

i  547-2836^ 

KITCHENER/WATERLOO 

The  Women's  Place.  42-B  King  St. 
i  S..  Walerloo,  ON,  N2J  1N8  PH' 
(519)866-1620 
Waterloo  Universities'  Gay 

|  Liberation  Movement,  Federation 
|  of  Students,  University  of 
;  Waterloo,  Waterloo,  ON,  N2L  3G1, 
PH.(519l  885-1211.  E»  2372 

LONDON 

Gay  Activist  League  ol  London, 
(GALL).  Box  4744,  Stn  C,  London 
ON.N5W5L7  PH:  (519)  438-4737. 
Homophile  Assoc  of 
649  Colborne  Si.,  London  ON 
N5A  3X2.  PR  |519)433-3762_ 


Onl- 


MISSISSAUGA 


MONTREAL  " 


~£> 


androgyny  Bookstore.  1217 
Crescent  St.,  Montreal,  PQ. 
H3G2B1.PH  (5141866-2131 
Les  Ape*  res  du  Disciple  eierv 
Aime,65o1  St.  Laurent,  Montreal 
PQ.PH  (514)279-5381 
Association  Communaulaire 
Homosexuelle  de  I'Unlverslte  de 
Montreal.  CP  755.  Outremont,  PQ, 
H2V  4N9 

Association  pour  les  Droits  des 
GaMWdu  Quebec,  CP  36  SuccC 
Montreal,  PQ,  H2L  4J7,  1264  St. 
nmothfte.  (514)843-8671 


Dignity/Montreal,  CP  641. 
Snowdon.  Montreal.  PQ  H3X  3)03. 
Drop-In  Gay.  3419.  Simpson  SI., 
Montreal.  PO  Fri  7-1 1  PM 
Gaylnfo  PO  Bo>  610,  Sin  NDG. 
Montreal,  PO.  H4A  3fl1   PH:  (514) 
486-4404  Mon-Sat  7  11  PM  Spon- 
sors several  groups. 
Gayline,  (5141931.8668  or  931-5330, 

7days/wk.7-1i  PM. 

Gay  McGlll.  University  Centre.  3460 
McTavish,  Montreal.  PQ,  H3A  1X9 
Gay  Social  Services  Project.  4515 
St.  Catherine  W.,  Montreal,  PO, 
H3Z  1R9,  PH:  1514)934-0721 
Gay  V.O.  Clinic,  Montreal  Youlh 
CUnic,  Mon.  Wed.  Frr  evenings, 
3658  Ste  Famine,  PH:  (5t4|  843-7885 
(Robert) 

Gay  Youth  Group,  ages  14-21,  c/o 
Gav  Social  Services  Project, 

Lesbian  Feminists  ol  Montreal. 
3585  St  UrDain,  Montreal.  PQ 
H2X2N6  PH:  (514)842-0341  Mon- 
Thurs  9:30  AM-5.00  PM.  Drop-in 
Thurs.  3  PM. 

Montreal  Lesbian  Organization, 
3595  St  Urham  SI..  Montreal,  PQ. 
H2X  2N6,  PH:  (5141342-4781   Drop- 
In:  Thurs.,  8  PM, 

NACHES:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion 
Group.  Women  and  men  welcome 
Inlo.  P  O.  Bon  298,  Station  H,  Mon- 
treal. PO,  H3G  2KB  PH  Harvey, 
|514j  48&0849 

Parents  ol  Gays.  Co  PO  Box  610, 
Stn  NDG,  Montreal.  PQ,  H4A  3R1 
PH  [5141486-4404 

OTTAWA/HULL 

Gays  ol  Ottawa/Gals  de 
COulaouals.  Bo>  2919.  Stn  0, 
Ottawa.  ON,  KIP  5W9, 378  Elgin. 
(2nd  floor).  Gayline  (613)  238-1717. 
Business  .233-0152. 
Dlgnlly,  P  0.  Bo.  2102,  Stn  D, 
Ottawa,  ON,  K1PSW3 
Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
P  0.  Bon  868.  Sin  B.  Ottawa.  ON. 
K1PST1 

Lesbians  ol  Ottawa  Now  (LOON), 
P  O  Bo.  6057.  Sin  J.  Ottawa,  On, 
K2A  1T1,PH:(613|  238-1717 

PETERBOROUGH 

Trent  Homophile  Assoc.,  So.  1524, 
Peterborough.  ON,  K9J  7H7,  262 
Rubldge  St ,  Rm  203.  PH  (705)  742- 

6229,Wed-Sun 

QUEBEC 

Centre  Humanitaire  d'Alde  el  de 

Liberation,  CP  596,  Haute  Vllle,  264 

rue  des  Franciscams,  Quebec,  PQ, 

G1R4S1- 

Comlte  d' Informal  I  on  Homophile 

de  Quebec, CP2I13,  Terminus 

Postal  Ouebee,  PO,  GlK  7M9.  PH: 

(418)625-4997 

Service  d'Entrealde  Homophile  de 

Quebec  CP  596,  Haule  Vllle,  260 

ruedes  Franciscams,  Quebec,  PO, 

GlR  451. 

REG  IN  A" " 

Atropos  Fellowship  Society/ 
Odyssey  Club,  Box  34 1 4 ,  Reg  I  na. 
SK.  S4P  3J6. 

ST  JOHN'S 

Community  Homophile  Assoc,  of 
NFLD  (CHAN),  Box  613,  Stn  C,  St. 
John's,  NF.A1C5K6 


SASKATOON 


Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662, 

Saskatoon,  SK,  S7K  3R8, 310-20th 

St.  E.  (2nd  floor),  PH:  (306|  652-0972 

Aisoai  the  above  address: 

Gay  Academic  Union,  c/0  Pro* 

Peier  Millard 

Gav  Association  ol  Youlh 


THOMPSON 


THUNDER  BAY 


Northern  Women's  Centre.  316  Bay 
St.,  Thunder  Bay.  ON  PH:  1607)  345- 
7802. 


TORONTO 


Catalyst  Press.  315  Blantyre  Ave., 
Scarborough.  ON  M1N  2S6. 
Chats  won  h  Charitable  Foundation, 
19S1  Joseph  Si., Toronto,  ON, 
M4Y1J8.PH:  (4161  862-1544, 
Community  Homophile 
Association  ol  Toronto  (CHAT),  19 
SI  Joseph  St..  Toronto.  ON 
M4Y1J8  PH.  (416)  662-1544. 
Dignity,  Box  249,  Stn  E. Toronto, 
ON.M6H4E2 

Gay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Prol 
John  A.  Lee.  Scarborough  College, 
Uot  T,  Wesl  Hill.  ON,  MIC  1A4, 
Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF, 
Central  Square.  Rm  105,  York  Univ  , 
4700 Keele  SI.,  Oownsview, ON. 
M3J  IPS.  Oitice:  216  Vamer College 
Res  ,  PH:  (416)  667-3509  or  667-3632 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equalily,  193 
Carlton  St.,  Toronto.  ON.  M5A  2K7 
PH  (416)964-0146 
GayTV,  Gay  Television  Collective, 
contact:  Gord  Moniador,  PH:  (4161 
364-6731 


Gay  Youlh  Group.  Cnurch  St 

Community  Centre,  519  Church  SI 

Toronlo.  ON,  M4Y  2C9.  Meetings 

TueS,7  30PM 

Glad  Day  Bookstore.  4  Comer  SI   \a 

Yongel.  Toronlo.  ON,  M4W  1L7  PH 

1416)961-4161 

He  Mishpacha.  Bo.  506,  Station  T 

Toronto,  ON,  M6B  4C2  PH:  (416) 

961-2664. 

Harbinger  Lesbian  Drop-In.  214 


d3*5. 


PH  (416)667-3509 
Lesbian  Organization  ol  Toronto 
(LOOT),  342JarvisSt  .  Toronto,  ON, 
M4Y2G6  PH:  (4 16)  960-3249 
Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
29  Granby  St..  Toronlo,  ON, 
MSB  1H8  Drop-m/Oltice,  Mon- 
Thurs  7-10:30:  Fn-Sal  7-11:30. 
Church  (416)  364-9799  Distress 
Line:  364-9835 

Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  c/o 
193  Carllon  St.,  Toronto,  ON, 
M5A  2K7 

Three  ol  Cups,  Women's  Cotlee 
House,  342  Jams  St.,  Toronlo,  ON, 
M4Y2G6  PH:  (416)  967-2882- 
TAG,  Peer  counselling  telephone 
service.  Box  6706.  Stn  A.  Toronto. 

ON.M5W  1X5  PH:  (416)  964-6600 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85 

Harbord  SI.,  Toronlo,  ON,  MSS  1G5, 

PH:(416)  922-8744. 

Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Box  38,  Sin 

E,  Toronto.  ON,  M6G  4E1.  PH  (416) 

466-7457 

Women's  Archives,  Bo.  928,  Sin  Q, 

Toronto.  ON 

VANCOUVER... 

Dignity/Vancouver.  Box  1036. 

Vancouver.  BC,  V6B  3X5. 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equalily,  Boi 

1463,  Stn  A,  Vancouver,  BC, 

V6C2P7  PH:  (604)689-3139. 

The  Gay  Fellowship,  2012  Dollarton 

Highway,  North  Vancouver,  BC 

PH  (604)929-3966.  Meel  2nd  Thurs 

at  8  PM,  4th  Sun  at  2  PM 

Gay  People  ol  Simon  Fraser,  c/o 

Student  Society  Simon  Fraser 

University,  Burnaby,  BC  PH  (604) 

291-3181  or  291-3111 

Gsy  People  ol  UBC,  Box  9.  Student 

Union  Bldg,,  Univ  ol  BC, 

Vancouver,  BC,  V6T  1W5  PH:  (604) 

228*781  or  681-8830 

Rights  ol  Lesbians  Subcommittee, 

BC  Federation  ol  Women.  1730 

Stephens  St.,  Vancouver,  BC. 

VBK  3V5 

SEARCH  (Society  lor  Education, 

Action.  Research  &  Counselling  In 

Homosexuality),  Box  48903.  Benlall 

Centre.  Vancouver,  BC,  V7X  1A8 

SEARCH  Community  Services,  28- 

448  Seymour  St.,  Vancouver.  BC 

PH(604)  689-1039. 


Victoria  Woman'*  Centra,  2658 

fi        ■     -,    ;.i    -,    :',■;    ,   l..    ..»";   'i 

WINDSOR 

Windsor  Gay  Unity.  Bo.  7002. 
Sandwich  Stn  .  Windsor,  ON, 
N9C  3Y6  PH   (519|  252-0979 

WINNIPEG 

Council  on  Homosexuality  and 

Rellglon.PO  Bo.  1912, Winnipeg, 

MB,  R3C  3R2 

Dignity /Winnipeg.  Box  1912. 

Winnipeg,  MB,  R3C3R2 

Gays  tor  Equality.  Bo.  27.  UMSU. 

University  ot  Manitoba.  Winnipeg. 

MB,  R3T  2N2,  PH:  J204)  474-8216 

Manitoba  Gay  Coalition,  PO  Box 

3742.  Station  B,  Winnipeg,  MB, 

R2W3R6 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youlh.  Box  27. 

UMSU,  Winnipeg,  MB,  R3T  2N2 

PH  l204)474-8216Thursday 

evenings. 

Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  crc-  A 

Woman'sPlace,  143WalnutSt. 

Winnipeg.  MB,  R3G  1P2  PH:  |204) 

786-4581 

NATIONAL/REGIONAL 

Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Bo.  639. 
Stn  A,  Toronlo,  ON.  M5W  1G2  PH 
(416)863*320 

Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  In  Ontario, 

193  Carlton  St.,  Toronto,  ON, 
M5A2K7  PH  (416)964-0148 
Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien, 
Box  117.Stn  V.Toronto.  ON, 
M6R3A4 

Libertarians  for  Gay  Rights,  c/o  Ian 
Young,  315  Blantyre  Ave., 
Scarborough,  ON,  M IN  2S6. 
NDP  Gay  Caucus,  163  Rusholme 
Rd.  Toronlo,  ON,  M6H  2Y6, 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition/ 
Coalition  National  pour  les  Droits 
des  Gal(e)s  (NGRC/CNDG).  CP 
2919.SuccO.  Ottawa.  ON, 
KIP  5W9.  PH:  (613)  233-0152. 
Prairie  Regional  Olllce.  ngrc.  P  0 
Box  3742,  Station  B.  Winnipeg,  M8, 
R2W  JR6 

PUBLICATIONS 


Alter  Stonewall.  Bo>  2051,266 
Graham,  Winnipeg,  MB,  R3C  3M2. 
TheBody  Politic,  Box  7289, Station 
A.Toronto,  ON.  M5W  1X9. 
Gay  Tide,  Box  1463.  Sin  A. 
Vancouver.  BC.  V6C  2P7 
Lesbian  Canada  Lesblenne,  c/o 
APPLE,  44  Arlington  Ave..  Halllax, 
NSB3N2A1 

NGRC  Forum/Forum  de  la  CN0G, 
CP  35,  SuccC.  Montreal  PQ, 
H2L4J7 


The  Community  Page  is  only  as 
uselul  as  you  make  It.  Be  sure  to 

loli  us  ol  any  change  in  listings 


Canadian 
Gay  Archives 

For  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 


Do  you  have  copies 
of  the  magazines 
Gay  International, 
A.S.K.  Newsletter 
or  Two? 


chives  is  looking  for 
i  or  printed 
material  (clippings, 
periodicals .corres- 
pondence) about  gay 
people  dating  from 
before  1970. 


GAY  NEWS  AND  VIEWS 

G  AY-TV  Rogers:  Wednesdays,  11  PM 

**mi-\  ■      ■    v  Maclean-Hunter  Mondays,  10:30  PM, 

PARI    C   in  Tuesdays,  11:30PM 

vMDLL     I  U  Metro:  Wednesdays,  10:30  PM. 


For  the  present 


Gift  giving  time  again.  Maybe 
you're  searching  for  some- 
thing more  imaginative  to  give 
than  an  Ah  Men  caftan  or  a  coffee 
mug  tree.  Some- 
thing for  now  but 
for  later  too  — 
something  that 
won't  just  disap 


Body  Politic 

NOVEMBERS    ^      GWf UBHUCTIOH  JOURNAL 


Ferron:    lesbian,  singer,  butterfly 


Andrew  Hodges:    tribe  talk 


The  baths:    polite  police  and  bawdy  politics 


Getting  on 
television 

and  th*  rest  of  urn. 


pear  to  the  back 
of  a  closet  or  a 
cupboard  when 
styles  change.  A 
gift  that  reflects  a 
little  of  you  — 
your  thoughts, 
your  Worldview. 

ow  about 

a  BP  sub? 

It's  smart,  it's  thinky,  it  changes  the  present...  and  into  next  year, 
issue  to  issue...  never  consigned  to 

the  closet.  And  it  arrives  ten  times  \  f  you  gave  a  sub  last  year.  Or 

a  year.  A  subscription,  as, they  say,  1  it's  not  quite  the  thing  for  that 

just  keeps  on  giving.  If  the  BP's  very  special  someone,  why  not 

ideas  and  images  resonate  for  you  turn  to  page  1 9  —  Pink  Triangle 

isn't  it  a  perfect  thing  to  share  with  Book  Service  has  all  this  year's 

friends?  hottities... 


So  how  about  it.  Treat  your- 
self. Treat  a  friend.  A  lover. 
We  supply  the  gift  card  —  very 
smart,  very  beige,  very  now.  Tell 
us  what  to  say 
and  we'll  write  it 
in.  Just  $9.50 
does  it,  and  that's 
first  class.  No- 
thing on  the  en- 
velope but  our 
box  number.  The 
surprise  is  all  on 
the  inside.  So  let 
the  BP  help  you 
celebrate  by  let- 
ting us  know  you 
want  The  Body 
Politic  with  you 
or  a  friend,  for 


Your  name 


Gift  Subscription 


Your  friend's  name 


Address 


I — I  Check  here  for  sub  for  yourself 
I — I  Cheque  enclosed  I I 


Postal  code 


Bill 


□ 


□ 


Mastercharge  I I  Charges 

Rate:  S9. 50/10  Issues  (S  1  2.50  U.S.) 


Address 


Postal  code 


™e  Message 


Charge  card  number 


Expiry  date 


Gift  subs  will   start  with   the   Dec/Jan   Issue. 


S«"°  to:  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A,    I 

Signature  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M5W  1X9 


